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of the seferal iroffks being alone responsible lor the same.. 
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In the month of JaniiAzyt 1876, 1 obtained peiinunon fiEom Of 
Giace the Duke of Weftminster to eoounine certain MSS. at Eaton, - 
whioh the ihixdBeport of the Commiaiion onEBBtorical Manneodpti 
had made known to the pubfio* The noble mannon waa vnder 
the dominion of an armj of boilden, and apme HSkniHj waa 
experienced in finding the Tohunea I' eapeoiaQj denied to aee. 
While looking for them I eame npon the MS.' firem which the 
following pagea are printed* I waa firat attracted bj noticing' manj 
namea of the Secuaant Gentry with whoee miafoftittea and hard 
treatment I had become fiuniliar in the eourae of my'reaoarohea into 
the working of thePenalXawa againatCatholica dnnng the reign of 
Queen Elixabeth; and ik waa not long before I diacovered thai it 
waa a document of aome intereat and Talue ihmiahing na wi& a 
picture of the condition of a London priaon in iho aeventeenth 
century auch aa can, probably, be found nowhere ehcL 

The Tolume had evidently been almoet ezactljr In ita preaent eo»« 
didon when the acribe finiflhed hia copying into it; it ia a foiie 
volume which abme diligent compiler of the latt^ half of the acTon- 
teenth century had uaed for tranacribing into, and Can hav^y haTO 
been opened for two hundredyeara. The aand which the writer had 
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•pzinlded is still libenU j dittribnted OTer ihe paper^ and in lome 
eaaes the pages had alighilj stnek together«from ihe ink bong 
scaicdy drj when the writer had tozned oyer ihe leases. The 
book contains 660 pages, whioh aie numbered to the end, ihongh 
seyeral have never been nsed; the wri^ is beautifullj dear and 
neat, and rarely presents any difficulties. 

It is evident that the original from which the Eaton scribe copied 
was imperfect, and that one or two leaves — ^perhaps mo re on which 
Hanis had written his particular answer to Coppin and Kennel, 
had been torn off. What more Harris's ** Defence** maj have con- 
tained it would be idle now to guess. All that follows from p. 152 
to p. 159 appears to have been of the nature of an ** EzhiUt,'* 
which ihe defendant ^* put in** when he presented his defence to 
whatever court of appeal it maj have been originally intended foi; 

On my bringing the MS. to the notice of Mr. Gardmer, the 
Director of ihe Camden Sode^, he suggested that ihe Duke 
should be applied to for permission to print the volume, and he 
invited me to undertake ihe editing of it for the Sodety. With 
prompt and delicate courtesy his Grace;, in reply to my application^ 
sent ihe MS. by return of post: no questions were asked, no con- 
ditions imposed; and nnce February, 1876, the volume has re* 
mained in my custody, 

I was not able to set to work at my task as early as I hoped, and 
when I began I was surprised to find that I had quite under-esti- 
mated ihe amount of trouble it would involve. I had assumed that 
I should find abundance of materiab ready to hand if it should 
prove advisable to draw up a brief account of the Fleet Prison; and 
had a vague idea that such stray notes as I had set down firom 
time to time, in the course of my own desultory reading, might be 
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easily eFappIemented hj lefeienceB to the more accenible sources of 
historical knowledge., I soon discorered to my dismay ihat nobody 
oould tell me much about the history of prisons in England, and 
that I should have to break ground and explore with little or no 
help from prerious inquirers. 

I fear that some members of the Camden Society will be inclined 
to complain ihat I have not done more to illustrate this MS* 
I cannot hope ihat many will give me credit for anything 
approaching ihe amount of research it has really inTolved. I regret 
I could do no more; I have done what I could. 

I have to express my gratitude to many Mends for many kind 
sendees. The fields of historical research are so yery wide that a 
man cannot hope to achieve anyihing of permanent value in ihat 
domain except he be «n rapport with his fellow students; and how 
fireely ihey help one another they know best who work hardest 

It is enough to say that I have firequented the Beoord Office to 
make it quite certain that the officials ihere have been of incalculable 
service to me. We have heard much of late of an " English School 
of History," and of ihe good work it is dobg and has done. It 
would be difficult to estimate ihe influence exercised upon Historical 
literature in England by such chivalrous guides and helpers as 
Mr. Bond and Mr. Selby, ihough it seems almost invidious to 
mention any : 
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When ihe massiye stone walls which used to abut on Fanin^on 
Street, and the gloomy buildings which iheymcloeed, were ^uUed 
down thir^ yean ago, the last yestiges of an institution weie sw^ 
away which had existed on the same spot cert^^nly fer eight 
hundred, and probably for more than a thousand yean. 

It was an institution suc|i as could only have existed so long in 
this the most tenadiously conseryative country in Europe^ an institu- 
tion which, as we look back upon it now, appears to us ** picturesque** 
chiefly for its indefensible badness, and for that amasing vitality 
which even the most enormous and flagrant abuses (under ihe 
plaunble name of Tested interests) haTC always exhibited among 
ourselTes. 

The first mention that I haTe discoTered of ihe Fleet is of the 

date A.D. 1197, when (9» Bio. I.) '* Nathaniel de Lereland and his 

son Bobert — fined in lx« marks. To haTe the custody of ihe 

King's Houses at Westminster and of the FUeU Prison wMeh had 

lem their inherUanee ever ei$iee the C^^ Four years after this 

the same Bobert applied to Ein{^ John for leaTe to hand OTer the 

wardenship of the palace at Westminster **et gaole deFlOe** to 

Simon Vitz Robert, Archdeacon of Wells, for ihree ^ears, inasmndh 

as he, the said Bobert,^ had taken the Cross. In the Chancery 

Bolls of this same year (8* John) I find a sum of 152. lOs. paid by 

ihe city of London ** in operacione guole Begis de Flete,** and a 

fnriher sum of 102. 12«. lOdL charged as haTing been paid 

*' Boberto filio Nathanielis pro euetodia domorum "Re/pM de Wee^ 

^lUdaL,SiiL^th0jaBekeguer,T^9Se. (VoUo.) 
^LibentsBaDs,p.3S. J2M.Xi«.i%«. Hardf y.^ 
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mnOerP and 7/« 12«. IdL ^pro cuBiodiagaUUde ZAmdanJ* * ThTee 
yean after this, yvL 26 Maj, 6* Jo. (1205)^ Bobert do Lereland it 
back again — ^if he eyer went iawaj-?-and » excused payment of lOL 
which he had bonowed, bat required to aerye ^ cum equis et armis 
ultra mare,**^ he being at the time Keeper of ihe Fleet He died 
some time at the banning of ihe rdgn of Heniy III. finr in 
DecembeTi 12l7j his wife Margaret is granted the same aHowanoes 
** ad domes nostras ad Westmonasterium custo^endum qualem idem 
Bobertns habere consuevit dum vixit.'* * By which it is plain ihat 
the widow weoeeded to the Office cf Wardemm 

After this the Secords contain nnmezous notices and alluaons 
which throw m<»re pr less light upon the eaily history of the plaoe, 
and wike it ajqpiear that in the reigos of King John and Heniy IIL 
i^ |7$s a bpjBse of d^eudon for pflSboders of all kinds, biA it was 
evifiently hx more ipommonly .used as a debtors' prison, and one in 
which defaulters to the King's Exchequer were committed, than sa&h 
as were charged with breaches of the peace, nor does it seem at any 
^e tohaye been used as a gaol to which fohne were confined and 
^pt 19 iron^ 

Thus in the 18* Ed. I, John Franceys is committed to die Fleet 

by Thoippis Weyland *'pro quodam omnpoto quod Agnes de 

Yalenee ab ^ exigit»" and he is allowed to go forth on bail |br 

settling the i#iirj and in ca^e he diould not succeed in effecting his. 

object he is to return to prison.* In the next rmgn William de 

Barstove, CSiamberliw of Chester, petitions for xeles^ from the 

Fleet — ^where he had been kept for a year and a day under arrest* 

for a debt to the King's Exchequer. In ihe^ Ed. IIL Adam de 

Bot.OncdLS*Jc£.100. » Oom Bdh, S» Jo. 1 St. 

€loieBoIb,»»HeD.nLlS4S. « Bot FmL ^roL L ^ 47. 

«.«. ToLL p.4QL 
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Witftjford, kte Chamberlain of Nordi Wales, pieflents admilar 
petition for release, he b^ng a de&ulter in ihe sain of one hondred 
marks which he acknowledges were dae to " Bogier de Mortimer^ 
Count de la Marche *^ but he affirms, in hia defence of himself^ ihat 
his derk was actually canying the money to the said Bogier when 
he was unfortunately drowned in the Severn ^au Fount de Mono* 
ford en Salopshire par crecyn de eawe, e ne poynt estre trove tan 
qe U fut desvarre des beUe$f isrint qe lea dits cent mars fiuent 
perdues par fortune.'' * In the Slst Ed.IIL (1347), Thomas de 
Bekering, Sheriff of the counties of Nottingham and Derby, petitiona 
for disohaige from ihe Fleet, where he is detuned for a debt to ihe 
Cnjofs Exchequer;^ and a similar petition la presented in ihe same 
tAga in fovoui of William de Hedersete, who had become liable for 
** grants arerages devers nostre Seigneur le Bot,** inouned by his 
late partner, who had died insolvent, in consequence of which ihe 
said William de Hedersette ** ad demoert en la dite Prison, a grant 
mischieC" 

In ihe 13th Bio. II. (1391), a case occurs where two men^ Henry 
Tebbe and John Grenelowe, are committed* for creating a riot in 
ihe church of Whitwick, in Leicestershire. Here, too, ihe origin 
of ihe disturbance was a question of money siud to-be due to the 
Prior of Holand, who was ihe complainant. After this ihe place 
seems to have been used as a prison, to which anyone might be sent 
on anyihing short of a capital charge.* . 

•«.a ToLiL^tl. ' ^a.api.191 

. ««.aToL UL p. S86B. 

« Tliot. Hariyng, cnmmlttad for fidie aeeiiMition, 16 Bk. IL and Jolm Shodwell, 
tedandnr (ToLilL p.888B.) TheSheriff ofBiiilAiid,6 Hfln.iy.teiiiakiiiga&]i« 
ratom (a. a p. 680). In the instanee of Sir Henij de Medboona, irbo U Moosed 
in ilM 60«]i Sd« m. of tbiowiog mmnl pencnu Into tike Ftaet lij Ilia mere 
aKaidaaofoppraiikm,itseamapiobablatfaatliadid80 andar cdonr cf fliair baiag 
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The fint mention of extortion or ezoesdve fises being laid to die 

Warden's charge oocora in a petition presented to ihe Commons ia 

the second year of Heniy IV/ (a.d. 1400), when the petitioners 

praj that ** les fees de Gardien de Flete soient mys en certain';** and 

seren years after this we meet wiih the first aUunon to that practice 

which to us seems so cnrious, and yet which to our fore&tiiers 

seemed perfectiy naturalt of allowing a prisoner to leaye ihe gaol by 

ihe permisaon of ihe Warden, and without any other legal for* 

mality, A prisoner once handed over to the Warden became a 

quari representative of the debt for which judgment had be^ given, 

and the Warden having the debtor in his custody became ipso facio 

aiiswerable either for ihe debt or the debtor. FaiUng to produce 

the hitter when called upon, he became liable for the former; but as • 

long as he kept his hold upon ihe debtor, to ihe extent of bdng 

%ble to produce lum in court upon notice given, he seems to have 

3een allowed to grant almost any liberty he pleased, he himself 

aking good care to make his profit out of any indulgence afforded 

to his prisoner. It was inevitable that ihe debtor gave his keeper 

Jie slip now and ihen, and when he did so ihe credit<» must have 

.x)me redress. Accordingly it was enacted, in the 7* and 9* Henry lY. 

[a.d. 1406) : *' . . . qe si ascun Gaoler lesseroit tiel Prisoner aler a 

arge par mainprise ou en baile, qe adonqes le persone envers qi le 

lit Prisoner estoit condempne aueroit sa action et recoverir envers 

le dit Gaoler.**^ Notwithstanding this resolution the practice of 

etting prisoners have a certain limited Uber^ seems to have gone 

his dtbton (0.1. toL ii. p. 829). The oommittid of Williflin ds Buret, in ISU^nens 
to hare been for ooDtempt of oout {SaL LU, PaL p. 128). John de Beeimej, in 
1207, was erldentty in the Fleet Already for debt^ and remored tfaeraCrom when iSb% 
eai»*al chazge waf brought againit Un («•■. p. 68 B.) 
•Bo]]eofPaiLT6LiiLp.4eS. ^BoDaofPaiL toLUL pwiwxy ^ ' 

OAin>.8oa c . ■\- 
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on increaang rather than diminislung; and there are many matancea 
of actiona bonff broiighi againat ihe Wardena, and large aoma 
recoyered firom them, (or Him negligence in allowing eacapea to be 
made from the coatodj of ihe ** ^aatbna** or officera of the pziaont 
whoee dn^ it waa to keep an eye upon the piiaoner when he had 
obtained leave to be at large.* 

The tratji ia iliat the Wardenahip of this Fleet Priaoji waa ^in 
the earlieat timea a lund of adjjunet to another office, which includea 
the aafe cuatody of the Palace at Weatminater. The Gtiardian of 
the Eing*B i^alace waa responnble for ita aafe keeping, that no 
intminon o^ unfit peraona might be alloweil within ita aacred 
incioanre. He waa aiippoaed to keep an eye upon all who wiahed 
to be admitted into the royal preaence^ and^ if it waa needful that 
de&ultera or oiher delinquenta ahould be retained in durance ready 



. • The cnriona practice of glTing leate of abemce to prisoaen aeema to date Aroon 
▼ery early timee. In tihe 1* Bie. U. we meet with a eompUint that the Warden oi 
the Ileety <^ioinethnee hj mainprise or hj heO, and eometimee without any mni^- 
prise, with a Baiton of the Fleet,** had been in the habit of Buffering his prisonera 
to go at large, "eren into the eonntiy." (8tat at Laige, 1* Bie. IL e. 18.) Kot-* 
withstuding the legislaftion mentioned in the text, and a great deal more, of the 
same kind, it is qnite dear that the practice went on lor centniee, and was not 
finally abolished tin laar, when it was enacted that « every such going or being out 
of the said mlee shoold be adjudged and be deemed, and is hereby declared to be^ an 
eeeape.** (Stat at Laige, &» and 9> Win. IIL e. 27.) In Harris's time things mnst 
have got almost to their worst point He says that the Warden had about twen^ 
officials whose sole dnfy was to attend iqion pvisooen on leaTe of absence (pw 77« 
lOa-106). These men were aUowed to remain with their prisoners in the coontgr 
for a month at a time (p. 68, 1. 10), being in the meantime responsible for their safe 
enstody. Of coone the Warden had tshen care to protect himself against the po^ 
sibiUty of a prisoner giving him the slip, by obtaining security to the amoont of the 
judgment debt from relatlTes and friends. The extent to which the sjstem of giving 
leave of absence was carried is very suprisfaig. The Warden (p.77,L88) wthnatea 
the cost to him at 801. a year, which at ML a day would give an aggregate of neai^ 
1000 abeencee, or— assuming that there were even 100 of the prisoners who eouM 
afford to pay lor the Inzmy of ofrasional 'axeata*— an aeeivife to this privileged 
Class ^ vvn wui^fw m9989vu vnnwnMW* 
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at hand to be prodaoed at call, he too was ihe official who had to 
answer for their appearance! For the Palace^ without ifaie Warden's 
lioencei none might go in; for the Fleet Prison, without his relcMse, 
none mighty out. ' He made his profit by the fees levied and 
by exactions imposed upon ingress and egress; but it is certain 
that the Wardenship of^lhe F^rison was the more profitable' oMce. 
From the miserable more can be wrong than from the pros- 
perous. 

In common with other offices of trust about the Courti the War^ 
denship of tlie Fleet was an oflice held in ^rgfeonlry/ aaid as such 
It was regarded as a post handed <lown firom father to /son as ah 
inheritance, precisely in the same way as a manor. It was not only 
a saleable proper^ but one on whidi a mortgage could be raised, 
and firom time' to time mortgages were actually leried upon iu The 
prison witii its inidosure, the buildings upon it, and' the appiu^ 
tenances, constituted a Jand of huge cahtTansary' kept by a landlora 
who was the *'life tenant*^ of the estieite imcl whoi^l&Veiihooil was 
made by preying upon all the inmates^ wllile he gaye them abso- 
soluteiy nothing in the sliape of lied or board for which they were 
not compelled to pay and j^y exorbitantly. * ' ^ ' '* 

The English law maiiie noprovision for the insolvent debtor who 
had once &Ilen into his creditors' power. He was in a &r worse con- 
dition ihan the addiUu9 under the Boman hiw, for in this case the 
insolvent, though Jianded over to his creditor to work out hu dM 
as a slave to his master, yet was protected iN>m the violence of that 
master^ ; and while at work was labouring fi>r his own dwverance 

* By the ^Mfw. jB0^ I7»^. Ed. m. it appeus that ths terfioe fanpoied was that 
<*eiiBtodiendi omoM priaones ibid«m et edam ad rdpantmStm jmiUm d$ FleU 
qii6tie«ninqiiaiieoe8Nfberit,*'f.l80L ' -^ ' ' ....> x .>.:w- . .^;.ii , 7 ' 
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and reoemng maintenanoa at his creditox^s hands. With na a debtor 
was dmplf shut up in gaol and became literallj a h$t man; his 
release from custody was ip90 facto a cancellmg of his debt, and the 
creditor who had anj hope of recovering his money would never 
give up his claim upon his debtor^s penon^ lest by so doing he 
should lose all claim upon ihe dAU The prisoner, on the other 
hand, had a daim fer support upon no one: he was not a pauper; 
he was not a criminal; he was in worse case; he was an insolvent 
bankrupt; he owed money which he could not pay, and for- such as 
him there was' only one punishment— perpetual imprisonment till 
he had disbhaxged his liabilities. How many unhappy creatures 
died of dow starvation within the precincts of that same Fleet 
prison— of slow starvation, I say, not to mention such as tamed 
their &ces to the waU and.perished nlently, the victams of disease or 
dull despair — ^it is imposriUe to esdmate and too sadd^ung to con- 
jecture; but ihe glimpses we get now and then of the condition of 
such of the prisoners as were literally penniless and destitute of 
relations or Mends or any who could at all contribute to thdr 
necesntiesy recals a state of affiurs piteous and shoeing beyond 
description, beyond belief, beyond imagining. Happily ihe horroxa 
ihat were going on inside ihe gaols appealed to ihe compassion of 
ihe diaritable, and fiom ihe earliest times the du^ of contributing 
to ihe necesrities of **poor prisoners" was acknowledged by all 
people who had ihe means, and liberally responded to.* The wills 
of ihe fifteenth century contain innumerable bequests fi>r the relief 
of these unfortunates, and many of the London Companies still 

•ThsMrUflstinstuicsIliaTS HMt wiih !■ in ilis Orf. JM AImU, 81* Ed. m. 
^^BcK in awrllimn paapemm priaononim en le Elefes cotifiesrit als <lsnarios Toealos 
GodspenoesoDaetiDosdeeartlseBatiiniiia.** T.167A. 



Digitized by 



Google 



INTBOpUOTIOH. si 

enjoj estates of some value wUch were left in the first instanoe to 
provide funds for the benefit of the poor prisoners who were Ian- 
gmshing in theb dismal wards.* 

Perhaps the bare sustenance of this pauper class of debtors waa 
always provided for; the alms-box at the gate rarely lacked contri- 
butions^ but inside these dreadful walls there were scenes and asso« 
dations which to any man or woman who had once had experience 
of a peaceful home would appear incomparably more terrible than 
the possibility of occarional scanty fitre. At the best of limes and 
under the least rapadous warden the Fleet must have been a 
dreadfully wicked place; under a cruel and brutal gaoler it must 
have been a pandemonium. When Mr. Pickwick found himsdf an 
inmate of the prison it was after Howard's reforms had been carried 
into effect; but even then the picture, which is in no sense an 
^caggeration, is repulave enough. We must go back to Fielding's 
days to find in AmeUa a description of what it was before Howard's 
time; and what a description it is I The groesest vice and profligacy 
are assumed to be rampant; the gaoler panders to the lusts of his 
prisonersi sponges upon their resources as long as they have a guinea 
lefty connives at the robbing of the new comers by the hardened 
habiiuAt makes his profit out of all ihat goes on. Drunken prosti* 
tutes fight and blaspheme; bullies cheat and plunder and howl and 
gamble ; the place is a Hell where squalor and ribaldry^ coarseness 
and violence, are rioting absolutely without reproof and almost 
without restndnt. Fielding's AtneUa was published in 1751, just 
five years befi>re Howard's imprisonment in France first led him to 

* Tha Leatbanelten* OomiMU^ alone itin enjojs no ka than im locli beaafiw* 
tUmiy which wars left to tha OoBopaoj in tnut for the rdief of po« 
UrOaadlttS. 
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devote His life to ihe amelioration of ihe prisons in his own coontiT. 
!rhe acooont which he givei of ihem* in his first work, published in 
1774, could not but cause a profound sensation. In it he has set 
forth a careful account of ihe Fleet as it existed in 1771, whidi is 
the more valuable because the building was burnt down in 1780 bj 
the rioters under Lord Geoige jSordon.^ • 

Horrible as the general i^^osphere of jOie Fleet was at aU timn, 
yet. in the sixteenth century there were vast diffidences in the 
accommodation ofEsred to the different dasses of prisoner. In a 
letter from Lord Henry Howard, dated Lambeth, 26 April, 1572»f 
hs ieffM to b4 sent to theJFlut rather ihan^ kept in '*' dose keeping!* 
in the Archbishop's palace. Harris describes Newgate and tlie 
Pompter as *• doleful pbuses'' compared with his own more privir 
l^;ed retreat. Elsewhere men were kept in irons as a rule: hexe 
they could not legally be subjected to such indigni^, and could not 
even be fiistened in the stocks unless they had been exceptionally 
violent and refiraotory.^ Where a man was so rituated that he could 
manage to withhold from his creditors any considerable part of his 
income— and the state of ihe law, as then oitablished, made' this 
easy for any fraudulent or obstinate debtor *-r-6udi an one could live 

^Tks6tMUifthfPHioniit^AgUMdm^Wiae9,wUhPraimimar^ 
tScm9,amd am Aeo^mU^mmeJnM^ Prisons kmdm^Ua^ 4to. 

^^otiheeigliteentli-eaiftiiiybiiUding was Toymilika that whidi the foUowiiig 
pagMtelliisof. ABHomzd'iwoikiib7iidiiiMiis'Taie,itwffln(dlloehen^^ 
to it ^witluNittronbliiig the reader with qaotiittQai. "'- 

• Dom. EUb. ToL IzzxT. n. tfi. 

«8ee]».S6, LSO^m^. Bi the fifteenth centoiy ddinqoenta who weie coiillned in 
the oUier I^ndon priaone wwe in the haUt of practiaing^a f^ for gettfa^ 
intoihe Fleet Byalegalfictianth^eoDfeandihemaelTeaiMetfrt to^JbZii^.and 
on this pratence thqr were tranateied to what waa xegarded as tiie priion te SSng'a 
dehton. This psaetieewaa restrained bjatatote of l«Bie.kLc. 11 ''' * 

•8eep.S^La4,#eMf. ^ ^ ^ 
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in the Fleet in com|>aratiTe cbnifori After some yean' of confine- 
ment inen got accottomed to the plaoe: the^ liad dcoptoatof 
socie^, lost ihdjr fiiends, contracted new habits, had become 
unfitted to mix wiih their equals in rank, the blight of gaol life 
had passed upon ihem'; and cases aire not infrequent of such as had 
actually got iheir discharge refunng to ayail ihemsdves of it, and 
ooDtinuing to occupy ikm old qoafters.* ' . 

The Warden's fr^old consisted of the prison stricily so called, 
and comprehended, beades, an indosure precisely dmilar to that 
whicli surrounds many of our caUiedrals.^ In this close several 
** messuages *' liadi been built from time to tiine by sncoesnTO 
Wardens at their own cost. The ** messuages ^ appear to haTe been 
blocks of buildings like those in the Temple or loncoln's Inn, and 
were like tiiein divided into Ambers and let out to such as 
could pay tor them, almost jfrecisel^ as in ihe Lms of Court It 
appears ihat there was even some competition for ihese chamben, 
and that as long as the obcupant ^d his rent he could not-H>r 
beiieyed be could not^bel ejected firom them. *^eh he went oui 
he locked his door, and for the Warden to force an entrance wai 
regarded as a trespass-outrageous and illegals' Sir Frauds Ejigjlof 
field had three " chamben,*^ in which, says Harris, he rebeiVed as 
inany as Hx^ visUorM m a dajf. Mr. Ohsinberlayne seems to hav< 
kept up quite an establishmeni.* Ashburnham Peck had his sons 
to live with him. Othm had their wives and fitmilies. Frandil 
Tregian had collected a large librax^ during his long incarceration, 
and when he di^ in the Fleet there were ** many hundred vdumes ? 
m his chamber which lie had accumulated.* 

' y - .- ' '.. - 

•Pp.9,S7,66,6S. »MaA. .... • P. 78, L 18} p. 109^ L 10. ' 

^F-SS,L*1«. '>P^84,S8,5^,7a(,141. 
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A great indaoement to ihe erection of ihese blocks of chamben 
seems to haye been given by the l^idation of Queen Elisabetb 
against the Catholics^ and ihe consequent imprisonment of a new 
dass of prisoners^* via, : ihe Becusant Grentiyt whose obstinate non- 
conformi^ subjected ihem to heayj fines, and the Priests who were 
hunted down by ihe PuTsuiyants. This class were prepared 
to pay fbr any indulgence, and ihe profits deriyed fi!om such 
prisoners were so large that it became well worth the Warden's 
while to enter into an extenrive. building speculation whereby ihe 
*' chambers^ were increased in number fiyefoUL^ For this privi- 
leged dass too there were '^gardens and places of recreaticm** — 
such as ihey were — and for oihers who could hardly afford such 
luxuries as ihese there was yet ihe privilege, not to be enjoyed 
without the inevitable fee» of taking exercise ^' on the leads.'* 

But ihe occupants of ihe chambers were ihe aristocracy of ihe 
Fleeti wbo held ihemsdves aloof fi!om ihe modey rabble, who 
bawled and swore, and robbed and drank, and fought and gambled 
in ihe prison strictly so called. This in Harris's time seems to have 
been substantially ihe same as it had been fbr centuries.* It con* 
risted of ** ox great rooms anda court-yard^wiih ihe Tower Chambers 
and Bditon's Wards.** The Tower Chambers appear to have 
been only recentiy set apart by ihe Warden as second-class chambers, 
ihe occupants of which were charged less than in ihe ** Parlour 
Chambers,** but more ihan the tenants oonridered ihe Warden had 
any l^pd right to claim. Tliey could have been but small rooms, 
and weie three in number.* And Harris says ihcy could without 
crowding bold eight beds. In oiher words the Tower Chambers 
were chambers where two or ihree men at least had one room 
•P.SC »P.17tL10. •P.SSb «P.SIl 



Digitized by 



Google 






11 



\ 

IHTBODUOTIOH. * ' Xt 

amongst them. Of the other wards one was appropriated to women; 
one was called the Twopenny Ward, because the prisoners there paid 
icL a night; and one was ihe Beggars^ Ward, where the prisoners 
paid nothing and received nothing. Though the Warden men- 
tions Bolton's Wards frequently, it is difficult to make out anything 
about them, or that they diflbred in any respect from the ordinary 
wards where the rank and file of the prisoners were confined. 

There was a depth lower than the wards, via., the Dungeon,* for 
refiractory prisoners. Harris tries tp make the best of it» but even 
so his account exhibits to us a very ugly picture: that a culprit once 
shut up there could be kept in irons and fiwtened in the stocks was 
no more than was to be expected; but that the dungeon could on 
occarion be converted into a place of torture and persecution of a 
vexy dreadful kind we learn from more sources than one in the 
course of its black history.^ 

It did not suit Harris's purpose to reveal to us much about the 
Dungeon, nor do the comphdnants in the case seem to have troubled 
themadves much with that Nobody would get into the Dungeon 
if he could help it; but if he did get there — well, naturally, all the 
worse for himi Nor do the petitioners concern themsdves with the 
Beggars' Ward; that was beneath thdr notice; and Harris accord-, 
ingly scarcely does more than allude to it When poor creatures 
got there, they were past caring for. We have to trust to an inmate 
of the B^^gara^ Ward, more than a century after Harris's time, to 
get some inright into the horrors of the place ; and, revolting as the 
details are, they apply with certainly not ks$ fidelity to the Prison 
as it existed in Harrii^s time.* 

•P. 88,89. ^M&(B)a]iaBaiiiMats. 

• "^Crjdt^OppnmtV p. 89; eqi^, pp. 18048. 

OAICD. 800. d 
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• Tn ihe Beggars* Waid an iaadlTent debtoiH— who may have beea. 
arrested for a few shillings— was left io his &te. ¥<x fire, food, 
doihingy bedding, he had to trust to the eommiseration of ihe oxH- 
ride world, who had nerer perhaps heard of his name^ and only 
darkly suspected ihat there was a ghastly sweltering mass of misery 
inride the prison walls which it was well to alleviate if it conld do 
so. But in the course of those long centuries hundreds must have. 
fieJlen victims to cold and want and squalor, dying literally like dogs 
in their comer, mouldy straw beneath them, and foul rags scantily 
spread over their shivering and emaciated forms. The condition of 
the prisoners in the Common Wards was only a shade better than ihat 
of the occupants of the B^^rs' Ward, and for this no thanks were 
due to the Warden, but to the Mends of the prisoner, who still con- 
tributed some pittance to his support, and who took care that the 
rigour of his imprisonment should be lessened as fiur as might be. 
These poor creatures had to find their own bed and bedding — as every 
one else had — ^but they paid fees for the privilege of Ijing upon 
it without some one or more of their fellow prisoners being told off 
to share it with them.* How firightfully crowded the wards some* 
times were may be inferred from ihe inddental allusion of Harris 
to one occarion when ihe Tower Chambers, in which it was consi- 
dered hard ihat eight beds should be placed, had contdned^ ^* above 
20 beds of ihe Wardens^ and prisoners lodged there to th$ number of 
66 ! " The filih and vermin are mentioned and alluded to wiihmU 
eompbrnt— it was taken for granted, and looked upon as inevitable. 
Harris even mentions it as an instance of hb own extraordinaiy 
humanity and rq^ for the prisoners* welfiae(I) that **4U Ae 

»Two in a bed was the l«ff aoeoomiodatioB fliet a priioner could ezped^ p. SS, 



Digitized by 



Google 



INXBODUGXION. XVii 

beginninff** 6£ his entering upon his office some of the prisonen 
<*were permUted to come out and fetch water to detnse the 
wards." Nay I <* sometimes '^ the beds were aciuaUy aired I> 
The moral degradation corresponded to the phyncaL *^.Yoa most 
have been most miserable to be so cruel/' was Aurora Ldgh*s retort 
to the hag who was hurling curses at her. And those Fleet prisoners 
who were ^' most miserable ** in th^ abject wretchedness were con* 
ristently merdless and cruel. In mere wanton mischief men howled 
like maniacs through the night, and blew horns while the mck were 
gasping out their last breath.^ Women of the town came in and out 
freely; pickpockets took refuge within the ** liberties "lithe blackly 
and the sharper were safe, there; ingress and egress for any- one not 
actually under arrest was almost incredibly lax ; and much more de* 
pendence was placed upon such bonds and< securities as the' lawyers 
drew, up than upon any bolts and bars which the smith or carpenter 
couldi contrive. We hear ofprisoners beinjg robbed- of every fiur* 
thing upon thdr persons by thdr feUow-prisoners, of brawls and^hts 
as too frequent to deserve notice^ of its being the ordinary thin^ for 
the prisoners to be ready with thdr sword- or dagger. ' If now and' 
then the Warden's servant got stabbedi or.i a riotous ruffian got his> 
head broken with a candlestick, or some one else got *< skin : by 
misadventure,** the occurrence* called: fiv Tery: litde comment,. and 
by-and-by things went on as before. '- 

Meanwhile the rations furnished to such as. were able to pay thor 
way to one of the '* Hall Commons ^appear to have been no better. 
4hazi we should have expected. The Warden must live, and* his. 
income was derived not only from the rents of the chambers^ but 
from the profits that accrued irom the supply of' food, drink^ and 

•^P.eS. • ^F^78,74^1Sl,L8ft.. * 
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fiid. TTie priionen said the quality was abominable and ihe 
ehaiges cactortionale. Some Toagb attempts were made to xemedy 
ihe evDa complained of, bat praeticaUy there was no redieas. Sir 
Fiands Englefield set np a sort of ordinaij in his chambers* at 
which certain prisoners dined; others followed his example. The 
Warden bqpm to beafiraid that his own gains would be diminished. 
He objeetedi and took measores to put a stop to ilus poaching upon' 
his prerogatire. The mutiny which broke out at last, and of 
which we hear so much in the following pages, seems to haTe been 
caused by Harris's attempt to force all prisoners to content ihem- 
selTcs with such purveyance as he was ready to afford. But it is 
evident that he abused his monopoly. Even by his own admisnon 
some prisoners actually paid for ikeSx rations and paid an additional 
fee/or Uberijf to. find ihenudv€$^ Even so ihe Warden had not 
done with ihem; &r after ihey had obtained ihw proyirions from 
ontaide ihey were again charged a fee (ox licence to cook at ihe 
Warden's kitchen.* Surdyi pleads ihe Wardehi ihis could be no 
hardahip | Twenty years before, one man ^^'paid 20iL per annum for 
licence to fetch his diet from abroad.** * That any tempomment or 
any constitution could support long years of imprisonment like this- 
— aggravated as it was by all ihat goes to make life weaxy, hatefiil, 
and hopdesB^is to us, in our luxurious days, almost unintelligible. 
And yet the denizens of the Fleet lived on. ** Many of ihem/' 
saysHarriSy '^haye been prisoners for 30 years, some 26, and downr 
waids.*** Tliey did die, bowever, and ihey died freqiiendy. And* 
what ghastly death-beds ihey must have beeni Even when a poor 
wretch had* got his last discharge and the broken heart had made an 
end of beatings even ihen ihe dead body of the debtor was the 
^Vp.9M&. »P.119. •T.n. «P.M. •I>.48,M,7%M. 
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Warden's propert^t and could not be tecoyered by llie idationa 
without ihe payment of the feea due or demanded.* Tlie cases 
mentioned by Moses Pitt as occurring in his own e^>mence can 
hardly have been fabrications, and, if ihey were not, they can hardly ' 
have been without precedent or eVen unususL' 

Amid all ihis turmoil of violencei lawlessnesSi and yice, it will ' 
perhaps surprise the modem reader most of all to find that not only 
were the forms of religious worship kept up,^ but that inside this 
chamber of horrors the religious dissension and feuds of the outside 
world were repeating ihemselyes in grim parody. In Marston's 
*< Eastward Hoe"* Wolfe the Jailor says, *'! have had of all sorts 
of men i' the kingdom under my keys, and almost all religions i* 
the land, as Papist, Protestant, Puritan, Brownist, Anabaptist^ 
Millenary, Family V Love, Jew, Turk, Infidell, Atheist, Good 
Fellow, Ac/* He might have been speaking of the Fleet instead of 
the Counter, for in the fleet the clamour of conflicting sealots was 
confuong enough. Popish ^ecusants^ themselves suffering &r theur 
religious opinions, stubbornly refuse to attend the Protestant service 
and treat it with mockeiy and derision^ ** drumming ^ at the doors 

* A long lilt of oomplainti against tbe WazdcDi ol tiie Ilest for extortioiiy pas 
aeeation, and actual tortinv, might be made ont from the Beooids in the State 
Paper Oflto if it were worth whfle to pnrme lo painfnl a salijciat In the 
Appendix will be found tbe ease of Joachim Newton, Wioden (or Deputy Waidenf)^ 
in 1697| .and the barbarities of Richard Maalore, Warden in 16S0, beeame the 
subject of judicial inquiry (Crj of the Op pre ss ed , p. 84). The case of Thomas 
Biunbridge, diwniased from the Wardenship in 1729, may be read in the Statutes at ' 
Large, 2» Geo. ILc 82, and in the State Trials. It Is certain that if matters did 
not much improre between the sixteenth and eifl^teenOi centuries thgr could not 
hare got worse. Haxris'ssummaiyof thepasthistoiyof iheIleet,atp.9,L Sl^te. 
speaks for itsell 

^ Down to Howard's days, and long after, the lees iatihitehiipUAm charged to the 
prisoners are conspicuous. * The plsj was acted Jn ISOB. 
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while it ia going on.* Anoiher aet of fiinatics ^ect a preacher ot 
thdr own, make a contribution for him at the end. of hia aermon, «n4; 
axe marrelloualj edified by hia diacQuiae.^ A, craay enihnaaat who 
had rendered himaelf notoriooa by hia extrayagant notiona and the^ 
energy which he.had diaplayad in trying to. propagate tjiem, thongk 
thrown into the Fleet to cure him of hia deloidona, doea his beat 
to proaelytiae theroi and appears to have had some sncceas. Bat it 
was inside ihe walk jnst aa itwaa outdde: Men wisre fighting foe 
religion without it; and for any influence, that thdr profeanona 
ezerdsed upon thdr daily conduct, or for any wholesome effect 
which these produced upon, their Uyesi they might almost more 
profitably have been splaying at bowla or working problema in 
algebra than belabouring one another wiih the bludgeona of contro- . 
▼eroal iheology. 

The two most notable incidents with, which Harries Apology haa, 
to do are ihe nratinous outbreak among ihe prisoners, which 
oeorred in July 1619/ and the stabbing of Sir John. Whitbrooke 
by Bronghton in ihe following October. 

We should probably have heard little or nothing of miher 
occurrence if it had not chanced that, two years later, some of ihe 
prisoners contrived to get a formal complaint lodged agunst ihe 
Warden. Aa to the stabbing of Sir. John Whitbrooke it attracted 
veiy Uttle attention at ihe time; the event is just mentioned in the 
news-lettersy and it seems as if the rumours that were circulated 
about it by ihe quidntma provoked a fidnt sentiment of displeasure 
in certain quarters, but it waa a xune-days* wonder, and was soon, 
forgotten. As for ihe mutiny, I have not once met with any notice 
of or allurion to it in any of ihe many diaries or letters which have 
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been presenred. Sadi ihings bad been 'and siidi things would bb 
again. The silence is more suggestiTe than any comments could 
have been ; nor is that silence less suggestiTe because, just about a 
year after the prisoners in the Fleet barricaded the wards— smashing 
the fuxniture, forcing the bolts, and assaulting their gaolers-Hi pre- 
cisely similar etneuie broke out in the E3ng*B Bench, and of so 
iddent a character as to need the interference of the High Sheriff 
of ihe county with something approaching an armed force.* ^ere 
is no reason to beUeve tiiat there was any concerted action between 
ihe inmates of the two prisons. Both cases appear to have been 
sudden and spontaneous explosions of pasrion among a crowd of 
desperate men, whose condition was past all bearing, and whose 
miseiy and irritation had driven them at last to phrensy. 



It would be out of place to oontmue the history of the Fleet for 
tiie two centuries after Harris's time, during which it continued to 
be used as a debtors' prison. The same abuses and abominations 
went on unchecked and unreformed for 160 years. At last ihe 
"Moral Genius** arose who denounced the iniquities ihat were 
so scandalous, and, though it took anoiher 7D yean to get rid of 
ihe vile system, it succumbed at last. Even towards the end of 
ihe seventeenih century some feeble palliation to ihe barbaric laws 
affecting imprisonment for debt were from time to time introduced 
into the statutes; but ihe very frequency of these enactments shows 
too plainly how partial such measuies were in ihdr operation, and 
how much they were needed. The men who framed and draughted 
ihe remarkable petition and Act which is printed in ihe Appendix T. 

• See Appendix IIL 
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were men who were Teij mach in advance of thdr age. Two 
hundred yean were to paaa away before ihe leigpdatare of this 
country could entertain sach Tiewa as those set forth, and before the 
abolition of punishment for debt was finally determined on. It was 
not till ihe 22nd December 1844, that ihe Fleet Prison and ihe 
ground on which it stood was brought to ihe hammer.* 

• Intii6GiiiIdlian'LIbrai7 the printed plans and ipediicatioM, te.of flis «la 
maj Btin be Men. In the nme ooUectkn U a ** Fhn and Section of the Interior, 
and Pcnpeetite Tiewt of tiie Fleet PriKm, >j BotaWi*" tt has no dale, hat it 1 
^ flie Sleet ai It appealed i^tar the fire in 1756. 
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The (Economy of the Fleete, 

OB • 

An Apologeticall Answeare of Alexander Harris 

l^late Warden there] unto zix Articles sett forth 

against him by the Prisoners. 
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Thus sfty the Prisonenu 

A breife Collection of some part of the ExactionSi Extortioni, 

OppressionSi TTrannies, and Ezceases towardesihe lAreB, Bodies, 

and Goods of Prisoners, done by AUxanier HarrUf Warden of the 

5 Fleete, in his fower yeaies misgoTemement^ ready to be proved by 

Oath and other Testimonyes. 



After knowne qnarrdls and fightings ^ 
betweene two prisoners, lodging ihem in | 

10 one chamber, where quarrelling and fight- 
ing againe, and notice to him thereof given, 
and of likelye further miseheife, this not- 
withstanding continuance of them together 
untiU the one murdered the other. 

15 BemoT^ng a prisoner out of his cham« ' 
her, having SlU. Is. hidd under his bedd, 
which the prisoner required he might goe 
to his chamber to dbpose off, which was 
denyed, and he thrust up in another roome 

20 close prisoner until the warden and some 

of his servants rifled his bedd of ihat 

money. _ 

lllL 6s. taken out of the trunck and by 

violence from the person of a close prisoner 

25 sick in his bedd, by the Warden and his 
servants. 

Afier engagement of fidih soule and siu ^ 
under hand and seale, contrary tiiereto, I 
detayndng a prisoner liave[ing]Ubertye by | 

30 his Majesty*s writt, to his great prgndioe. J 



AatwMia. 



32 1. Murder. 



43. 2. Felonie. 



47. 3. Bobberie. 



52. 4. Infidelitie. 
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AnswMn. 



False impriflonment of men disduurged \ P^. 
offering to pay all due fees for diTen >55« 
moneihfl. J 

Close^ imprisonment of many witbont ^ 
order, warrant, or lawe, by monetbs and > 
jeures. J 

Closeandcmelimprisonmait^ehaineing, V 
manaclingy and bolting of tbem witb irons, i ^ 
some of the degree of knighthood, with- j 
out ca ise or warrant. ' J 

Starving of men close imprisoned, guard- 
ing them from meate, drinke, &a and that 
af^ command of authoritie to the con- 
trary. 

Breaking of prisoners chamberSi haveing 
first removed them, opening their troncks, 
seizeing tb^ goods, and still detayneing 
them. 

Where an order giyes upon every dayes 
goeing abroad by one that is not in execa- 
tion Sd to the wardes box, tbe orders ex- 
emplified under the great scale haih a 
daflb over the word ufardes to make it >76. 
Warden* $ b<Mfhj which practise and nnder 
coullor thereof he continoally tobbeth the 
poore of that 8d a day, whidi is yearely 
a great matter. 

Where ihe same order gives 12c2. a day 
to the keeper ihat goeth abroad with su^ 
prisoner he robbeth his servante of that ^77, 
aboe, forcing the prisoner besides to con- 
tent his keeper. 



67. 



71. 



5. False im- 
prisonment. ^ 

6. Close impri- 
sonment^ 

7. Gruel impri- 
sonment. 



10 



8. Starving 
dose prisoners. 



15 — 



9. Sdasdngand 
detaineing pri- 
soners goods. 



20 



10. Bobbing the 
pooremen*sbox. 



25 



11. Bobbing his 30 
poore servants 
of thdr dues. 
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Asmwmxt* , 
He hath warrant dorinanta under some y ^*S*. 
of the counseirs hands, not nameing any 
particular pers(»i, by which continually in 
^ all countryes he seizeth upon his Majesties 
subjects forceih them to give bonds to be i gQ ~ 
his prisoners, exacteth intollerable fees and 
compositions, &c. where theis apprdien- 
sions ought to be by the sherriffi of the 
1^ shires without such Tczation or charge to 
ihe subject 

Where by orders noe man ought to pa^ ^ . 
for any chamber (the Warden alloweing 
bedd and beding) above St. 4d a weeke > ^' 
^^ he exacteth 8«., lOs., 13«. 4dL, and of some i . 
20«. a weeke without beding. * 

Where before his tyme - nothing 

.86. 



paid for lodging in comon wards, he ex- 
acteth as if they lay in priyate chambers 

20 upon his bedding,yeai forthedungeonalsoe. . 
He exacteth after those high rates diam- 
ber rents of men haveing noe chamben, 
but lyeing abroad by the King's writt or 
otherwise. 

2^ He exacteth for dyett whole commons 
of men that take none of his meate-or 
drinke, a thing never demaunded before 
his tyine. 

He layeth impodtions upon meat and 

80 fewell, and forcedi prisoners to pay them, 
as 2c/. a joynt, 8«. 4d for a loade of billetsi 
&c. and forceth prisoners to pay 12dL 
a bushell for charcoale which are to be 
bought for 12dL a sack. 



12. Aburing ihe . 
councell's wary, 
rant dormant 



IS. EtfXcesBive 
rates of cham- 
bers. 

14. Exacting tor 
lodging in com- 
mon wardes and 
dungeon. 

15. Exaction fer 

91. chambers, not 
having any. 

16. Exactions of 

92. dyett, takeing 
none. 



17. Impodtions 
' 98. upon Meate and 
FndL 
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Where men be whole vacationi abroad 
bj haheaa carpm he forceth ihem to pay 
him 20d. a day for outgoings, th^ cham- 
ber rent and djett, horrible exactions 
never had or demaunded by former 
Wardens. 

Of men haveing the Eing*8 writts to 
goe about their bnnnesse, he ezacteih of 
them for his leave, of some 40s. Sit. SlL 
lOlt. or more in money or other bribes, 
a daylie tmde never done by any before, 
and without yeilding theis fowle exactions 
thqr f^xe staied and loose their oocanons. 



Ps8» 

18 Horrible ex- 
actions upon 

101. such as goe 5 
abroad by the 
Sing's Writs. 

19. Excesriveex- 
actions for his 10' 
'104. favour to goe . 
upon the . 
King's Writts. 



Tkeb fowle exactions* extortions, and base usages towards prisoners 15 
by JSobert Holmes ^e clarke, Henry Cooke the porter, Biehard 
ManseUt * and other M' Warden's worthy instruments; servants, 
and affidavit men, would aske a volume, and is reserved for a longer 
disoourse. 

There be many other great greivances which for brevity are SO 
omitted, all which will directly be proved and most of theis above 
be in the particular accusations deliverd in Parliament with the 
witneflBes names annexed, ready to be verified upon oath as they 
have already been verbally attested before the honourable comittee 
at fower severall meet^gs in the Fleete. S5 



Thus saieth the Warden : 

The Nyneteene Articles sett forth against the Warden are such, as 
if he should not answeare, it weare a tacite confesrion of guilt; 
and to answeare in this elaborate and tedious manner may be 
irksome to read. But as he hath undergon the reproach of the 30 
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accusation, toe lie hath preaamed to haiard the leboke of hia un- 
polUshed writeing rather than to leave hiainnocency imrememhfred 
to the world. And therefore Ncn ad forum judim $ed ad mfot- 
mandum canscientiam. . " 

5 The Warden hath also answeared unto diyera particnler men'a 
complaints which were made against him. And for better deaieing 
thereof hath mentioned thds followdng, yim^i 



The orders and consdtationa renewed . 
10 and made Anno 3* Elinheth for goveme- 
ment of ihe Fleete and the prisoners 
there* 

The explanations of those oonstitationa^ 

and ratification. / 

15 A particuler answeare to Mr. Edward^ 

Bookwood. / 

A particnler answeare to Hr. Nicholas "> 

Bookwood / 



20 



25 



i 
I 



30 



George Lee. 

Sir Francis Englefeild, Barronett. 

Sir John Whitbrook'a Lady. 

Ashbumham Peck*. 

Sir William Price, Ent 

Mr. John Warxen. 

Edward Beare. 

John Sherley. 

John Segan 

Mr. Edward CShamberlayne. 

The Lady Amy Blanl 

Edmond Sharpe. 

William Harrey. 

Edward Cop|nn. 

Bichard [Christopher] KenndL 



iia 

115. 

128. Bomishe. 

188. Bomishe. 

184. 
189. 
82. 
71. 

Bomidieu 

IngenendL 
IngeneralL 
InigeneralL 

120. 

148. 

147. 

15L 

48. 

55. 
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The Warden saith : 



Though in coiirU of comon justice it is not admitted to answeaze 
mnj roans plea or complaiht with recrimination, yet it is to be 
hoped that this answeare may be made in sach manner of recrimi- 
nation widi great reason and eqoitie. For men are seldome sent 5 
to prison for yertae, but for delinquenci^ soe come they to prison 
as to the center of justice. At which place if they presume in 
contempt of former jndiciaU proceedings to abuse themsdves and 
the phce, ihere is reason they should be stricktiie dealt with all. 
And why doe they in Bedlam binde men, in Newgate iron them, in 10 
other prisons shutt ihem up ? But because some are madd or 
crackt braynd, some are full of villany, others drunken and re&ao- 
tory. And doth there not come to the Fleete (on other occations) 
men that be touched with all th^ yices P Yes, surelie, and with 
many more. So that it must alwayes be left in the keeper's discretion 15 
to act his' part according to the persons whom he meeteth withalL 
But for such a keeper to putt madd and desperate men together, 
irons on the dyell persons, restrayne the comformable, exact or 
extort money or goods from them that owe nothing or from such 
as ought to possess them, is noe way (without doubt) toUerable. To 20 
rayse newe customes, inflict newe punishments, to betray men*t 
liberty in takeing or letting men goe are tilings unsuflTerable. But 
there are degrees of punishment in tiie fleete and in all prisons. 
As for dungeon, shackles, and stocks, they doe differ as much firom 
or^nary imprisonment as imprisonment dotii from fireedome. And 25 
lett a true connderacon be made of the persons or prisoners that 
have complayned agaynst tiie Warden, and it will be found tiuit 
their complaints are more fraught witii mallice and for their owne 
ends, tiien for true cause. And their endeavour is to turn thttir 
particuler to a comon example and (forsooth) doe good to ;other SO 
prisoners, when they themselves doe wrong to all men that have 
had former dealeing with tiiem, and tiiey ' would tiiat out of tiie 



Digitized by 



Google 



THX <BCO VOMT OV THK FU 

breste of 'ft few« OBtbwed iMmckraptay fingeren, peijiim% ooo* 
qnniQiB, fibeHony idusnmdcki, and opponents of our nSpan, 
thonld jwtae ft hwe to guide ftnd diieci Jnstioe end Judges dieni- 
eelrei. 
5 If there hath been eoch great came of lefonnation or ledreaiBg 
of wiongi to priaoneny howe hath it come to paaw that aoe many 
chmonn^ heietofinre made, haye beene answeaxed and aTojdedf 
Axe priaonen men that solely be obedienif Koe snrelyj ton this 
di£Ference there is betweene them and thor keeper, that he is 

10 boond to obey all comanda and directacma of soperiois, but the 
prisoners nan habent tmde cadanL They are in priaon, and what- 
soerer thq^ doe they can but be in priacm; and as for some, nothing* 
can comand, nothing permiade or induce them, nothing role them, 
ikey are men sonld and bought soe to their will%as ttatpro rofioM 

15 vduniaB. And it is a gieernous thing to haye to doe with them 
who, having practixed all shifts abroad in the world, doe now come 
to exereise their shifts and practixes upon thdr keeper. Aatfielast 
refuge of a forlome hope, where some, though they are or may be 
discharged, will not goe away, others (discharged) will not forsake* 

20 the place, but still haye recesee and dependance. Yea, if a yaga^ 
bound man or woeman (for tfiere are of both sorts frequent in that 
place) once sett foote there he shall find one or other to owne him 
as his senrant and coyer dl yiHanyea. 

It is noe noyell thing for prisoners to contend and oppose their 

25 gardians. In BabingUnC$ tjme it was soe; CawlUm was slayne; in 
Mr. Amlaw^itjme were insurrections, slaughter of seryants, and 
prisoners irons and stocks inflicted; Soe was it [in] Jfr. TirrMttpne^ 
in IfewtanU tyme, in Mr. i2e^noUs,in Trenchers tyme, in Mr* 
PhUly>$t and soe downewards, whicht being to many unknowne or 

80 forgotten, may lay ihe more aspertion upon this warden that now ia. 

But in this tyme are there not more noted and waightie oonstnp^ 

tions [fie] and oppoations daylie practized in ihe King's Bench, 

Newgate, and other prisons where the prisoners band tfiemaelyei^ not 

onely against the keepers and marshall, but against the CStlj and 

CAMD. SCO. 
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Coxmtrj^ and pa$$e comiiahu, wherein, if some prevention be not 
used hereafter, it shall be better for anj that is now a keeper of a 
prison to sit downe hj the losse, and rather heare then see what 
will followe in the prison and commonwealth, whereof some part in 
the ensueing answeares will appearot and this hoped to be dlowed 6 
to every gardian ihat he doe rather prevent escapes, breach of 
prison, murthering of himselfe and his, then remitt \ne] to complaint 
when it is don^ for if he doe it not soe he shall rather be an Accuser 
then a keeper. 

The first of the prisoners* plott to overthrowe the govemement 10 
of the Fleete« was, by impeaching the constitatlons for perpetoall 
a* Elii. govemement there, exemplified in Queen Elizabeth's tyme, by consent 

and subscription of the Secretary of State, ihe Chiefe Justices of 
both benches, and all the puisne judges, the Lord Chauncellor and 
Treasurer, explayned and confirmed before the Lords of the Privy 15 
Councell, the prisoners saying that those constitutions are but 
personall and bind noe more but such prisoners as were then in the 
Fleete about rixty years past; that they were gotten by fidshood 
and corruption; That the warden durst not avouch them; soe that 
the Warden's power being extenuated in such fiuhion, the conspirade 20 
to kill him was put in practize, and to breake upp the prison was 
alsoe acted, and he and his servants grevioudy wounded. 

After which the Warden, thinking and receiveing direction, that 
it was more fitt for him to govemeand make good the King's prison 
then to complayne on men already imprisoned, some fiswe of the 25 
prisoners tooke upp the complaint first (abuseing the name of the 
whole), yet were then never soe stedfiut in thdr complaints as that 
the Warden could knowe who or for what they complayned, being 
assuredly perswaded that he had done so much right unto the honest 
and better soarte, that (amongst hundreds) he was ever able to pro- 80 
duce aU the best knights, gentrie, and civell poore to approve his 
doeings, and soe should still have been but that he was comanded 
the contrarie. 

As for a fewe malecontents, ihey will ever clamour when men of 
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worih will contayne themflelves, knowing they be in priflon and 
ought to be ruled. 

Tet notwithstanding the complaints tending not soe much to haye 
anything reformed in the Warden or the Govemement there, as to 
5 make all things uncertayne, whereby neither Goyemement nor pay^ 
ments might be had; Therefore the lords and others of his 
MajestieV Priyie Counsell commanded expresly that they ahoold 
pay somewhat in the interim, and referred tiie difficultyes and 
differences to be conndered by committees of that most honourable 

10 board and to the chdfe justices of both benches. But the prisoners 
(perceiyeing it made not for their purpose) became. informers in 
their own name against the Warden, thinkeing to eyade those 
orders and constitutions by the strickt lettre of the lawe and oon- 
dempne the Warden in great penal^es for praetisdng those oon- 

15 stitutions. 

Upon which occasion the Warden made his suite unto the lords 
for stay of those Informations, whereupon the comittees came to the 
fleet, heard ihe greeyances, comanded payment to be made to the 
Warden, and that the Information should cease untall tiiey had taken' 

20 further Orders. But the Warden could gett ndther quietnes nor 
payment, for two prisoners ihen petitioned his Majestic that the 
tryall might goe forward. 

They came into the Courts of Justice alledgeing that ihe Lawe 
was their patrimony, the judges bound by oath to yield it them, 

25 that it ought not to stopp upon any occanon of Great Seale or 
Privy Seale. The Warden tiien, perceayieing that the cause was noe 
longer properly his, but whether the IBBng's Majestie or his royall 
progenitors could (by their prerogatiye) £^ye power to execute an 
office of special trust» and finding that ndther the comittee*s comand 

30 nor the Kng*s attorney's Nolle prosequi could appease them, and 
makeing this knowne to the Lord Chauncellor and judges, some of 
the prisoners were sent for and much rated for tiieir insolende, and 
witiiall the Lord Chauncellor promising that things should be 
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ordered by Comisnon from the King, the most insolent 8abn!iitted 
thereimtow 

Soe the Lord Channcdlor xnoyed his Majesty for such a comisdon, 
which was grannted« sealed, and directed to him the Lord Chann- 
cellor^ to the honourable Treasurer and Comptroller of his hows* 6 
hould^ to the Master of the Bolls Sir Edward Cooke, ihe Cheife 
Justices of both Benches, and the Cheife Baron, most whereof satt 
upon that Comisdon. and gave heareing. But the prisoners (then 
also thinking that they had such advantage by lawe as would over- 
come the Warden) pressed still to have the benefitt of lawe. The 10 
Comisrioners therefore, seeing nothing would appease them, gave 
A suite in way for proceedings at lawe. And upon yssue joyned and evidence 
nSot^^n^ given on both sides touching the rate of chambers, the promooter 
benpanedon for extortion in chambers and lodgings durst not stand to the 
O^waidea ■ y^^^^ \^^^ became nansuiud and paied costs, never since dareing to 15 

goe forward in the like suite. 
kDoQmt The other point touching payment for dyett was alsoe brought 

tboot takeing to tryaU, m which that Promooter mmselfe was a cheife witnes, yet 
fjeSTirbm ^"^^ ^^ pursuer of that action overthrowne in lawe; by the words 
tiej had none, of the Statute, by custome, by prescription in eight wardens tymes, 20 
and by the constitutions. Soe that a verdict passed for that alsoe 
on the Warden's side and might have appeased any man whom 
right or Justice can conteyne. But noe marvaile if theis still 
contend, for outlawes and jesuites are (almost) all that complayne, 
and berides that the cheife of them for fowle matters was in the 25 
adth yeare of His Majestie*s raigne censured in Starrdiamber, they 
all (in a manner) are now defendents there att the l^g's attornqra 
suite for their intoUerable routs, riotts, conspiracyes, Ac done in 
the Fleete, which cause is soe fiurre proceeded in as that matter 
enough is confessed upon record by the defendants themselves, and 80 
witnesses are now examineing to fortifie the same. But theis 
prisoner^ being very sensible what will be the yssue of that suite 
(to tiidr pmiiahment), have premeditated and boasted that they will 
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by their damours make tbeWaidea ran away or confound him 
before that tyme come; some of them have once that reflolyedi and 
provoked odiers to resolye, to detayne the fees and duties that 
aocrewe to him and soe to disable Urn in his meanes, nay, they 
5 have incy ted one another to kill him, and be^des the one that did 
attempt it another hath confessed that he afterwards was resolyed 
to finish it, they further knowing that touching a fitct done in the 
Fleete, the Warden might either produce witnesses from amongst thq 
prisoners or his owne servants; therefore as to the prisoners ihey 

10 except against their testimonyes as banished persons, not remembring 
that they be their own Christned [jrie] bretheren and have signes and 
marks common with themselves, and as for the servants they attempt 
to persuade them and the world that thdr master (the Warden) 
hath robbed them, and therefore they have noe cause to adhere to 

15 their master but to the prisoners, who stand for their good; and yet 
(by their leave) they scoffinglie terme them worthy instraments of 
their maisters and AfidavU men. In which ihey blowe hott and 
could and sayle two wayes with one wynd, a thing not improper to 
men in the Fleete. Yet touching them servants they are fitp 

20 Warden's and noe fiiTther then they doe welL 

This then is the further drift and scope of thdr Nyneteene 
Articles published against the Warden, via. to overihrowe him, to 
outstand justice, to shun their owne chastisements .in the Stars- 
chamber and to have soe many immunities as is possible. To 

25 which immunities by way of contrarie eveiy of thds nyneteen 
artic[l}^ have a secret pointing, and yet those Nyneteene be not 
ynoughy soe that herein (like Hydra) they meane to have heads of 
contentions fewer or .five yeares more (as formerly they have had 
already), that in the meane tyme the Warden may have no payment 

30 [as none he hath had], and their owne land and revenues may be 
inlarged, and their meanes swell to pay creditors, but it shall be 
noe more then ij. iij* or iiijs. in the pound of ihdr debts; reserving 
and keepeing the surplusage for their poeteritie. And this Tesp* 
lutely iiiej determyne to obtayne or else lett th^ creditors take 
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their carkaases when they dye, soe that it is an hazard counterpoysed 
whether the creditor or the debtor beareth the greater, for if the 
one dye in prison the other looeeth the debt, and if charri^ can not 
move the creditor lett the hazard doe it. 

The prisoner should be the subject of charity^ but as the tyme 5 
now is, the creditor is the object of scome, for the one hath said 
Loe, ihus we lodge, thus we feed, drinke, and bowle, and the other 
thinketh he suffereth in the meane tyme; but, saith the prisoner, if 
you descend to our conditions so it is, if not, adieu, you shall seeke 
us before we seeke you. - ^ 10 

• Surely a modest and temperate goTcmor of a prison should much 
ayaile llie comon wealth and be a good medium between the 
creditor and the delinquent* The Warden for his part shall submitt 
himselfe and stand neither for revenge or gune, onely for the 
reputation of a fidthfiiU subject, a sinceare officer, and a Christian 15 
man. But such haih been the malignity of a sonne of Symonie 
rending in that place, as to add unto the Nyneteene Arlides and 
peiroe above the flesh into the veiy soule by alledgeing before 
great persons and boasting of it afterwards that the Warden is cir- 
cumcized; but he (falsely) spake the truth, for it is true in the 20 
spiritt but not in the letter, in the heart but not in his flesh, who 
haveing conversed with most Chistians in the world, yea with most 
nations Jewes, or Turks, attributed ever in the better sense somewhat 
to them that were religious and did hope for good of such men; 
but in the Fleete, finding seared consciences, stupid myndes, and 25 
camall derires, he prayeih the Lord to visitt them in mercy and 
make their affliction convert them, not onely reldving the prisoner 
but him also that is thdr governor, who is and shall be at all tymes 
more a prisoner thorough care and overaght than the prisoners 
themselves, and may well take upp the sayeing of the holy Prophett so 
David, ***Who [ne] is to me that I remayne in Meshech and dwdl 
in the tents of Eedar, my soule hath too long dwelt with him that 
hatetk peaoe.** ... 

One thing hath stuck mudi in the mynds of men, which is that 



Digitized by 



Google 



H.M»>M 



THB (BCOHOMT OF THS FLSSTX. 15 

I the Warden payetli a great rent for ihe place, aiid some oondude 

j that iherefive he must take or exact modi, and that it were neoea- 

I aaij the rent were abated, whereby the prisoners may pay lesse. 

i Surely such reason and consequence is utterly to be eschewed, 

I 5 for first eaveot emptor ^ if he had oyerfarmed it (as men haye fiurmee 

1 in thds days) att his perrill be it, that is noe rule or reason why he 

I should extort, but rather leave it or undeigoe ihe losse. 

I But to prove that he haih not overrented it, it shall appeare that 

I it is better cheape to him then to any other Warden in 30 yeares 

I 10 before, soe much can be made manifest; and about 30 yeares here- 

after it will be better by many hundreds when leases determyne 
which now are of small value, and also when that the Warden 
should be ^sposed to build (as he may) upon the freehould and 
j lett it to prisoners or strangers as formerly hath been done, when 

15 it was devided in dowrie and to coheires, for a fireehould is a 
seperate thing to the prison ; the freehold [being] held in graund ser- 
jeaude, vizt. custodiendi pritonam. Therefore it is the building and 
confluence of prisoners that hath increased the rent^ for as to the 
warden he hath not inhaunced dther rents or ffees, or restrayned 
20 usage and custome. Berides the rent is not chargeable ondie for 
the Fleete, but for keepebg of, baUivam custodiendi^ ihe 'Kjng*B 
pallace at Westminster, which haih great fees and emoluments, 
some^ones in two dayes worth 400Ii. and if duties might be firedy 
claymed there, it is noe lesse worth then the Fleete, and the oflke 
25 of Ghiardian hath had fees in large nature, both as a pecuniarie 
paine to deterre men firom being committed, as akoe in teguA of 
the great hazard of life, lymme, and goods which ihe Warden 
undergoeih by receiveing and answeardng each waigh^ prisoner 
in his kind, whereby in one hower he may be undone, for what 
30 prison keeper in England (like him) haih had at one tyme the 
Eing*s prisoners for two hundred ihowsand pounds debt, besides 
the afiayres of State. And therefore, if- he hath beene carefull to 
suppresee daunger when a generall breach of prison was attempted 
and in part acted by thds that nowe complayne and himsdfo and 
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terrtntet treacheroudie wounded almost to death, hatli lie noi . 
nemtted His fSses and daties, and to be protected against reproehes? 
Lett the thing Judge and saeh as know what a prison is where the 
confuaon of Babell doth dwelL Lett them judge or else aequif 
neere in them that dajlie take accompt of the accidents there, for 6 
it is noe smale difficultie now, long after things are done, to give 
a reason of every circumstance and &ct, which discretion might 
then more a Warden or his under officers to doe this or that which 
now may be forgotten, the proofes not remembred, or ^witnesses 
dead, after three or fower yeares past since they were don, as most 10 
of theis were, and wore then [not?] controverted while they were 
firesh in mynde^ '' 

But to come nearer to the matter of th^ 19 Articles which are 
published against the Warden. To 14 of them, which about two 
yeares past the prisoners did ezhibite against him before those 15 
Comisdoners appointed by his Majcstie to heaie and determyne 
Aano 1* B. 1*. the variances, ihey made their Exordium that because Anno 1 
B 1 (who gave the keepeing of the Fleete), he gave akoe a free- 
hold and a fee of yjd per ^em for doeing the service, therefore it 
is a free prison and noe continued duties are to be paid by prisoners. 20 

Which is as much as if a man came to London and aske an 
Boast or innkeeper whether the howse be his owne, or that he pay 
rent, and thereupon conclude that if it be his owne the guest is to 
have his lodgbg and attendance for nothing; but if the boast 
should say he hath lettres pattents under the great seale of England 25 
that the same guest might lye there, and noe where ells, and pay 
such and such duties, what reply can the guest make? Soe it is 
with the prisoners and the Warden, so is it also with the leive- 
tennants of the Tower, with keepers of castles and others. It is 
called a free prison in regard the warden holdeth it abMque aliquo so 
nide \jne] reddendo to the King and not free to the prisoners. 

They likewise alledge that I'' Elizabeth it was purchased by 
TirreU at the rate of 160fi. per annum, and ihat long after it was 
held at lOOK; per annum and refused tx 200K. But now that 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE (BCOHOMT 09 THE VLBBTB. 17 

(thoTOUgh extordon) there is made 4,000/i» per annum by the 
relation deliyered to one Mr, ShotbolL 

To which is answeared, that the purchase paid by Tbrrdl (as 

appears by the deed inrolled) was 6^000 markes, or AfiOOlL which if 

5 it be deyided at tenne or twelve yeares purchase, b^ng more then 

an office of that nature was worth in those dayes (which is aboTe 

three score yeares past), it will bring out 400& per annum, tenne 

yeares purchase, and therefore here is sutar uUra erepidam^ for 

160{t. at that rate would yeild but l,600Ii. in money, and there was 

~ 10 not then the fift part of the buildings and lodgings which now are. 

3/r. Anslowe (as is crediblie informed) held it by fyne (and 

otherwise) at 600Ii. per annum, and had but some part of the 

benefitts of the prison, nothing of the pallace at Westminster. And 

as for this Warden's valuation of it at 4000£. per annum, it might be, 

15 supposcing that if the benefitts of the pallace were had, &c. But 
what if the one with the other cost in ezpences 4,00OI». per annum, 
what will be then advanced P And as to Mr. ShoAoU^ for all the 
great shewe was made to him (if any such be)« he was to give the 
warden but 1331%. 6#. Sd» declare per annum for it, and perhapps the 

20 Warden had beene better to have contracted for haUe that, soe 
it had been with a man that would have paid it. What prejudice 
then has fidlen to this Warden^ who (as appeares by his bookes) 
hath not in all manner of shewe above 2fiO0lu comeing in per 
annum, and spendeth and looseth more then the same, thorouj^ 

25 such good guests as prisoners are. Whereof one doth boast that 
he hath spent 3001L in suite against the Warden to catch him upon 
informations, and yet never paid the warden a penny in the tyme 
he hath beene Warden; what should become of the office if all 
prisoners did soe? Especially if a warden had had it which had been 

30 able to loose nothing by it? Such a one might (as now this is 
likely) either become a beggar or lie in prison by defeature as these 
doe. 

Alsoe they alledged that before Tirrell's tyme there was never > ^ J^ 
taken but ijs. iiijd. for the fyne or fee of the commisnoners, and S^ikii* 
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I, it is that when In 3* Elizabeth it waa referred to Commiasioners to sett 
at West- 



I fM of the downe orders for perpetnall government there, the Commifluonen 




would not doe it without approbation of the priaonera. 

Howe fiilse this is lett it appeare bye the constitutions 8* Elis. 
for then all the prisoners and Warden did mutuallj joyne in peti* 5 
tion that Commissioners might be appointed to erect good and 
necessary orders of newe, and to establish all such orders as should 
be proved to have continued tyme out of the remembrance of men, 
and that there might be a re^ster or ^record thereof^ wh^eby they 
might be eertayne. lO*' 

Which Comission being graunted and great scrutinye made by 
certiorari to the Warden and other officers of record to bring in all 
writeings that did conceme the old usages, orders, and customes 
there, the Comissioners did conclude without any opinion or appro* 
bation of the prisoners or of the Warden according as in their wis* 15 
dome they thought fitt^ and did sett downe all rates of fees and 
goyemement of prisoners. - - 

But because in matter of dyett (which is arbitrarie) how a man^ 
will be fedd and what ordinary he will goc unto; wherefore to that 
point onely the prisoners were called, and to nothing ells, to make 20 
choyse and to sett do?me what they thought fitt. For in reason 
they were to be fedd as they would pay, but it doth not thereof 
followe that their fynes^ fees, restraynts, libertyes, &o. sould be as 
they themselves would agree unto, for the lawe, ab ariffin$f hath 
determyned that; And moreover this assertion receaveth a furtiier 25 
evanon, for of all those tiiat did agree to the rate of dyett, there 
was ndther archbishop, duke, earl, &c. baron, or knight, that was 
then in custodie to value the bounty of such persons^ and yet there 
was a rate sett downe for them, which rates (for their honors be it 
spoken) in point of dyett, they have not onely paid (tftkdngnotiiing 39 
for it), but yet furtiier have exhibited to the warden and his while 
they have beene ihere. What a goodly coulor and glosse had 
these men to move for new constitutions if the inferior prisoners 
had not then asked the question, but now they be unexcusable. 
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And whereas furiher they collect the reason why the 'Warden 
should have but ijs. and iiijd fee de quolibet homine camis$o from * ™!^^ ! 
graunt made almost 500 yeares past, and from diverse Inquisitions Watunte i 
made upon former Wardens' deadi, and the wardship of the heiie, »*"*''* 
5 wherein his Majesty is interressed by the te.nure, and therefore 
would conclude that as Adam began in innocency and dmplicid^ 
soe the Warden's fee should still be the same to the woild^s end, 
and that, howsoever banckrupts and delinquents are growen more 
cuning in their generations^ yet neither fees nor tymes should | 

10 meete with them, for they would have the old lawe on Iboie that 



nfiUtfS liber homo hnprinmitur^ Ac 

Yet lett them nowe give the warden leave to tiiink that in S* 

Elizabeth those grands and sages which reviewed and established 

the orders for government of the Fleete did not by confederade 

15 and conspiracie increase the fees of ijt* and iiijd in a praedpitous 

manner to 21{i lOs. for a prisoner of one degree to 14{i. 15#. for 

another degree, to lOZi. 6s. 8d. for another, and soe downe to7M.4tL 

and tlus in such fractions and broken somes; but rather that they 

found a president or reason for it befixre Tirrett purdiased the 

20 Fleete, who was well knowne to be a gentleman that nrither aspired 

or was like to be countenanced in obteyneing soe excessive increase 

and vaiyation of fees, and that it was long before don^ and ordered 

to the end that the meanest man whose ijs. iujd. was as good nlver 

I as the best man's might not looke for the like observance and 

] 25 attendance in the Fleete as the Nobles had, and it doth appears 

long before TXrreWs purchase, that a certayne reverend bishopp of 

I our Church being persecuted and sent to the Fleete did there pay 

1 such fee as a baron now paieth, whereof he would not have thought 

\ much and complayned if barons had paid but ijs. and liijdL a 

SO peece; and therefore if theis damorers doe think themselves injured 

they shall doe well to endeavour (as they beginne) to have muni- 

cipall lawes of their owne witlun the walls of the Fleete erect 

consistorie, and under the generall and indefinite name of prisoners 
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corporationB or bodjes politique call the Warden and oihers to 
anaweaie^ at yrhich tyme, if iheir court haye anj type of jnstioey 
the veij name of those graunda and eages will be not onely a goo4 
pleain barr of theis unsaYoary arguments, but alsoe patronage enough 
for the Warden himselfe, when he shall be admitted to answeare 5 
any prisoner hand to hand, the Accusers may thinke that the Warden 
4oth mock them (truely if he doe not^ ho well may, for thdr 
fabulous and arrogant proceedings, where there are lawesj, statutes, 
historic, prerogative, custome, verdicts, and evidences against them). 

They conclude very honestly and reasonably that according to 10 
the true meaning thereof they may have a coppie huug upp in the 
Hall of the Fleete that the prisoners may knowe them to avoyd 
controversies hereafter. 

This their conclusion that hath the shewe of concord is yet like 
Sampson's foxes^ whose heads are turned another way, for in the 15 
end, whereas the constitutions and customs were, that the Warden 
might shewe and the prisoner enjoy ease for his money, all their 
ayme was to punish the Warden on the stattute of 23 H. 6 in xUL 
totiea quoiieB^ he shewed them any ease, and they try the orders of 
3* Elizabeih, but they will not be guided by them, soe that they 20 
which succeede this Warden have great cause to take heed that thej 
shewe them noe ease: a strange thing it is that prisoners com- 
playneofease* 

And as for hanging upp of a table of the ordinances for goveme- 
ment, there never wanted one in the Hall of the Fleete, which the 25 
prisoners understanding in a sense most beneficiall for themselves, a 
table was alsoe hanged by it, howe the sense was ezplayned by die 
judges and corroborated by the lords of the privy councelL But the 
table which had the sence hath been from tyme to tyme taken (if 
not to say stolne) away, to the end that prisoners would be still so 
aencelesse, or ells (surely) thds constitutions had never growne to 
the point that now they be, to- the troubling of the Lords, the 
Judges, his Majestic himselfe, yea the wisdome and state of the 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE (EOONOMT OF THE FLSBTX* 81 

-v^liole kingdome^ »nd men which coinonlj looke on the first talle 
nay perluippe bUme the Wftrden whom the aeoond table will 
acquite in all men's judgements which be indifferent, 

And although a tender hart may soone be sensible of a &ult that 
5 is committed, yet for two reasons it would be hiurd for the Warden 
' of the Heete to answeare. 

First, because most of those articles are generalUas if hehad used ^ 
all or many of the prisoner according as is sett forth. 

Secondly, because they have not sett downe the ^me when the'' 

10 fact was done, neither tiie drcumstancefl^ reasons, or occasions of 
doeing such as were done. Many whereof shall be ayoyded fixr 
just and good, but God, whose proper work is onety to 'turn that _ . 

unto good (which they meant for hurt) did (as is before declared) 
bring this to passe in some measure when the prisoners were heard 

15 before the commissioners, for then they delivered in wryteing those 

14 Articles (the same in substance that 14 of theis 19 now are), to juj^J^^^'^^ 
which the Warden not onely by word but by wrytdng made grso to the 
answeare, which is extante to be scene in some of the Commissioners ^^'^^ 
hands; whereupon and upon the Tcrdicts aforesaid the prisonm did 

20 deast and the most held themselves convinced. 

But the malignide and unreconcileable hatred of some banckrupts 
is such, that, thinkeing those 14 Articles would be reputed unwortiiy 
to be iterated without some notorious additionii, therefor to them 
are added five more, and those of noe lesse consequence, then firrt 

25 muriher, secondly fellony, Sly robbery, fourthly infidelity, a fTft of 
a forgery by altering the constitutions nnder the Great Seale of 
Englanc^ made for the perpetuall govemement of the Fleete, and 
theise be things in the prisoners opinions soe haynous as the very 
nameing of them is able to quell a man at once. 

30 Theis with the rest came forth at such a tyme as that most 
honourable assembly was to be dissolved and noe tyme for answeare, 
soe as the Warden was for that present outwardly left with a brand 
or tincture, but such is the power of God in a deare oonscience 
that inwardUe it made his hart to leape and rejoyce when he sawe 
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there waa nothing but theis of mallioe without matter to taint liitu 
withall, and tooke it as a testimony that ihey^ know^g if they 
should (as they might if they durst) bring every or any of this five 
into ordinary course of justice, by indictment or otherwise, would 
not doe it for feare that if they fayled in their proofes it would 6 
revert on thdr owne heads by like ordinary course of justice, and 
the Warden might impleade them for it. 

Therefore to avoyd such impleading this was by their Fleete oracle 
thought a sure and sound course how to calumpniate or libell, and 
not to be subject to punishment for it. Notwithstanding which, 10 
it is to be hoped that wise and judicious persons will for their 
mallice rgect or little esteeme their matter, and conceive that if the 
Warden had been soe fowle and exorbitant, he could not soe long 
tyme and in so excellent a comonwealth have found protection, re* 
mission, or connivance after soe many heareings as have passed at 15 
councell board at comittees, then att and before the judges and 
justices in particuler and in generall, unto all which in his daylie 
attendance he rendreth accompt of his actions, and answeareth such 
complaints as arise, unto which comonwealth and to every power 
that standeih for it (who can best judge the quallitie and nature of 20 
a prison and prisoners),- he most humbly submitteth himselfe with 
this further prayer; ihat the extent and continuance of his office, soe 
long as it keepeth within the due lymitu may not be held ob- 
noxious either thorough the greatnes or frequency of the persons 
that are comitted thither, by reason of whom it must needs be an 25 
object of the fitther's hate for his sonnes sake, of the sonne for the 
fiither's sake, of kindred for their allyes, of maisters for their 
servants' sake, of the neighbour for the neighbour's sake, of the 
countryman for his countryman's sake, of tiie friend for his friend's 
Bake, of officers for officers; yea, the late prisoner for the present 30 
prisoners' sake. All which npe doubt doe readily consider what a 
prisoner doth suffer, but not soe readily conrider what comand is 
layde on the Warden to inflict, what cause in Justice there is to 
comand it, or what vicious quallitye there is in the prisoner to 
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induce iu Whereby it followeth that most often some of thai 
fathers, children, friends, &c. doe sue for &YOur and importane the ; 
Warden to use kindness to the prisoner, yea, oftentjnnes to hasard 
his credttt and estate for them; but never shall it be scene that 

5 any man will persuade ihe prisoners to deale kindlie or reciprocally 
with the warden, or retome to witnes what good the warden hath 
done to many under his custodier 

Soe that die warden is like to a white in the butt for all estates to 
shoote att, and can neither hope of retribution for those good o£Sces 

10 which he doth as Warden, or as a civell freind; and the reason is 
that, though prisoners and their keepers be relatives, yet there is 
such an innate and prejudicate opinion on the prisoner's part as that 
(rarely) he can love his keeper. 

And therefore the keeper for his first ground haih to doe his 

15 dutie with all care and circumspection (wiihout idle jealousy or 
foolish passion) in obeying the King, the Lords, the Judges^ the 
Lawes, and Constitutions; and soe he shall become an absolute and 
independant officer, without awe of detractors or backbiters, for, as 
the Fleete is the Eing^s owne proper prison next in trust to his 

20 Tower of London, and as that is his fort in the east, soe was this 
one in the west of the citty and chamber of his kingdome; there- 
fore fidelity and discretion concurring in his officer there, it will 
noe doubt be a motive to his sacred Majestic to lett his protection 
reflect upon it, and upon them that mannage it, maugre all tha 

25 stratagems and pollicyes of such prisoners as now affront it» or 
rather justice and the execution thereofl^ ' 

For if they which accuse the Warden of that which he or his 
servants have indeed and necessarily acted, as takeing money from 
Mr. Leccester and Thraske, causcdng Chamberlayne to be wrapt in 

30 his gowne when he would not by any intreaty put on his clothes, 
takeing Rookwood alsoe in his shirt when he likewise refused to 
put on his cloaths, breakeing open Peck's trunk to take out stolne 
goods, putting irons on a crewe of Bomish afiected and fiictioas^ 
who stabbed, wounded, meant to kill, and to make generall breach 
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of prison, keeping in bis cliamber a second and third plotter of his 
death, endeavoreing to keepe meate from them that immured and 
shutt up themselves of theire owne accord, suffering some to lye 
without a bedd who had none of their owne, neither would paj 
fer one to the Warden; if they had therewith all sett downe the 6 
occarion, circumstances, and tymes, why and when the Warden did 
theis things, and to whom they were done, he would have spared 
them the labour to seeke out witnesses, for he dotb confesse and 
arowe it to be done lawfully, justly, and reasonably; nay that he 
could do noe lesse in regard of his service to his King and country, 10 
forsake keeping the King's prison and prisoners, and preserveing 
himselfe and servants firom being slaughtered. The Warden's passage, 
dwelling, and conversation bdng in the same bowse and under the 
same roofe against them, soe as he cannot soe much as personally 
shtmn any man, except he lock them upp in one warde or other or 15 
in their <:^amber, and therefore they which complayne and diverse 
more which complayne not, did urge him to theis things and heaped 
coles on thdr owne heads thorough their ni&rious doeings in that 
place; 

It hath alsoe beene urged that the fees and duties which the 20 
Warden doth demaund of his prisoners are soe great as that in a 
little tytiie which the prisoner lyeth there and payeth them, he u 
brought further behind hand and disabled in satisfieing his debts or 
performeing that for which he is comitted, and this is (seemeingly) 
a great burthen; but where the practise of the Fleete to meete with 25 
the practise of the prisoner is knovme, the fees doe neither make 
oir marr, except (as is said) the Fleete should be made an hospitall 
for delinquents, who, if they possesse a thousand^ or thousands of 
other men's, doe by keepeing that and makeing tiieir accord wiih 
the creditor drawe the charge of the imprisonment out of the 30 
creditors purssei 

But howsoever when a man is comitted^ whether he be gentle- 
man or yeoman revera^ yet at his comeing thither it is in his owne 
.election to be of the gentleman's comons or of the yeoman's comon^ 
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of of neiiher, and accordingly he ia lodged and dietted at 8oe lowe 
a rate as lie pleaaeth. But if he, which best Icnowa his owne meanes, 
will be lodged and fedd with ihe best, and after he haih bqp>tken 
trust for a yeare or two yeaiea* lodgings, ftc (upon pretence of 
5 livelyhood and possibillity to pay) in the end pretendeih poyer^f 
though in truth he hath (by lyeug there) better his estate {jnc]i if 
this plea doe nothing at all moTe the Warden d$jur€ it is not to be 
wondred att, or he to be thought Uame worthy; neiiher can it be 
thought much that sometymes the Warden contendeih with ihe 

10 beggars of the charitie upon such points, for he findeih that when 
some gentleman or yeoman have lyen long there and runne in his 
debt, ihen at such tymes as they haye weryed iheir cxeditors and 
made their owne easy conditions, and doe resolve to ridd themselTes 
from the Fleete^ after long keepeing their discharges in thdr pocketts 

15 they doe labour earnestly to be admitted to the charity (amongst 
the beggars) and (either by bribeing the beggars or importunate 
clamor, and sometymes fidse certificates) obteyne it; which once had 
then Cometh their discharge forth of their pocketts, and looke we 
ftre bq^gars, and in forma pauperu^ from whome there is nothing 

20 due to the warden but vijs. iiijd att our departure, and yet ha 
demaunds 20^ 30, or 40U. and here is our dischaige (dated a yeare 
past), and we are kept for our fees, and in such a case most of ihe 
prisoners will be their seconds, though when this gentleman or 
beggar is gotten out, then he is Mr. Dinu at his fityre house ao- 

25 complished with all ihings, and can dispend a hundred pounds or 
two per annum; for it is mayntayned ih^ in ihe Fleete (as a holy 
maxime) that the man is cursed that selleih his patrimony or his 
possesnons (though bought with other men's money) to pay debti 
withalL And as for such money as is taken upp at use^ it is 

30 a justifiable and pious 'deed to keepe the userer wiihout it, he 
being a man worthy to be punished; and that if God hath giyen 
one man witt and capacitie to goe beyond anoiher, it is reason 
that such a man should use his tallent of witt by circumventing 
another man in his land, money, or goods. Yea, if a man have a 
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lerernon wliich maj piesentlj be sold for many hundreds ready 
money* yet that man shall keepe his rerernon, and in the interim 
ihat it fidl he ought to be admitted on the charide of the Fleete, by 
which prophane pollicyes and reasons they defeate all estates and 
conditions of men, and put the Warden's discretion soe much to the ff 
touchstone as he is often condempned of hard hartednes by such as 
little descend into consideration of the nature t>f the prison and 
prisoners. 

What calumpnies hath beene raysed agaynst the Warden in the 
point of halfe comons (as if all men paied it) though it be a meere 10 
embrion without shape or rule, and is ever raiyed and applyed to 
the qnallity and abilUty of ihe prisoner to give somewhat (and that 
Tery little, as hath beene shewed) for license to take his victuall 
wherehepleasethi For ifthe porter of the Fleete be bound to attend 
the comeing in and out of their servants of meate and company, Ifi 
and the Warden to afford them roome, Yea even scavedge for ihdr 
ordnre and sweepeings, surely it is more ihen they can have abroad 
for nothing. 

What a daunder b it to say, the Warden alloweih but ox days to 
ihe weeke, because perhapps his clarke in recconning with a 20 
prisoner hath mistaken first or last a day, and left but rix days in 
one weeke, wiih which and a thousand such other solndsmes and 
Fleete doctrynes ihey rather shewe what may be said then what is 
just and fitt to say, soe that if there be once but xijci casually taken 
nay but ijd out steppeth an information for extortion, as £rom Mr. 25 
Boohwood and Chimberlajfney but if the Warden loose a lOOK. or 
two by death or non solvencie of a prisoner, a thousand pounds 
more or lesse by an escape, noe man will contribute to his losse, 
naie the prisoners will raiher take a president or oportunitie to doe 
the like, then take any pitty on ihe Warden. 80 

There is a greate hope and expectation that order will be taken 
for ihe more ease and lesse fees of prisoners. By collour whereof 
they pay not a penny in ihe meane tyine, and that the Warden 
shall hereafter take his fees for the tyme past, as (if it may be pre- 
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gamed soa to say) by predestination; Imt if sach Boarei be bound 
upp and eatye plaisten applyed, creditors will be the next snitazs 
to have the cankers and wormes of eommeroe and enterconrss 
smoaked in a more bitter fasbion then ihey be, ells the good, most 
5 suffer for the badds' sake, for lett a viewe of .the prison be taken 
(man by man) and it will be perceayed that one bath sold, Naie 
doth now sell, his libertie to feed his belly, another to doath the 
back, another to maintain his punck, another to lett his lands 
descend to his yssue, others to sport and play, others to keqpe 

10 money by them and putt it out to use, and rarely shall be found a 
poore man, who by accident or yisitatioa hath beene occadoned to 
come to prison, for (thanks be given to God) there is a great deale 
more pietye in this kingdome and commonwealth derived fiom 
the creditor to the debtor, then prayers or humilitie fiom the 

15 debtor or prisoner towards the creditor; Naie, if it were not to 
speake against charitie, there might much more be said of that 
likewise, onelie this, that if a legaqr be pren to discharge some 
poore men which lye for smale matters, diemselyes will mutiny to 
baTe it shared amongst all rather then take the benefitt aloane, soe 

20littie suflfering and soe good a derire to tarry have the poorest 
there. 

The rich are of tiie same mynd, not remembring that ihe best 
way to revenge themselves of a badd Warden were that in dispight 
of him tiiey would gett out and be free, yet there ayme is to be 

25 comended if either they can avoyd the onld fees by driveing 
away their Wardens, or procure lesse tek hereafter thorough their 
great hypochiysie. 

It had not beene fitt here to particulsiize or name men were it 
not of necessi^, and to sett out an answeare to theis Nyneteene 

30 Articles by some of them published against thdr Warden before he 
be convict of offence, which if it be lett goe unpunished, ffoudeani 
bandfartufidf for if they had libelled before they were prisoners 
they should surely have beene subject to punishment. If the prisoft 
free ihem from this and others it will snrdy be a seminary of dial 
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and more fowle enonnityes; but some prifloneis must be named for 
clearing of the things in question^ yet 8oe as to delirer the Warden 
of bad men and matter with good words, least otherwise ihere 
should be noe difference betweene him and the prisoners saveing 
that they rayled first, and least that he should seeme to be of that 6 
orator's opinion who said, that if men had taken pleasure in 
speakeing eTiU, it was fitt that they should loose that pleasure by 
heareing eyiHl, and howBoever he wryteth in the .ihird person, yet 
he is the first whome it conoemeth; and if the stile or method be 
badd, it is that which he could and what ihe tyme would permitt, 10 
his place being rather for action then meditation or wiytdng in 
this kind 

If any offence be taken at that which is here written (as the 
Warden hopeth none shall be) it is his burthen and he must beare 
it (though with much sorrowe), for God is his witnes he did neyer Ifi 
affect the being Warden, but hayeing been first brought upp in the * 
rudiments of la we, and next in voluntary trayaile beyond sea, and 
lastly in great jrmploymait ihere, he resolred (if soe it hacT pleased 
God) after his travaile to haye rested under his yyne and fig-tree, 
withremeinbranceof what was past . 20 

But when necessary and unlookt for occasion drewe him to this 
place, he first conceired that there was turpe lucrum; afterwards 
being more urged he examyned ihe justness and value of ihe fees 
and duties. 

And lasdy when there was noe remedy but he must be warden, 25 
he besought of God to give him an heart answeareable to serve the 
commonwealth and doe poore men good* 

But his conflict and troble in ihat place hath beene such as 
hitherto he hath come short in both; soe that, his glasse being 
runne, a new man must come to the helme, and he shall carry noe 30 
substance, noe creditt^ noe comiseration, yet here is die inward 
glory, ihat howsoever he may be accused he can never be con- 
vinced of such groee ciymes or a mynd and purpose to doe evill; 
for with many men he contended for example sake, but whosoever 
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submiUed hinuelfe there was alwayea «n end, and Idr^ng Teoon- 
ciliation wiihoat reapect of gune, and thia lie was constrayned to 
stick unto. Because if the prisoners thorougli contention did once 
obtejne any thing against righti then by tradition it became s 
6 custome authenticalL 

Here is noe stone or discourse of art to attract any nian to read 
it, but an humble defence is here of an innocent man, written to 
satisfie such persons as thorough die ckmour of factious prisoners 
have apprehended worse of the Warden then there is cause; unto 
10 them therefore he addresseih himselfe with prayer that if any thing 
stick in their mynds then diey would take soe much paines to read 
it, and favourably to judge Um, who in his owne nature is myld 
and gentle, as in his extreames of daunger with WkMrooke doth 
appeare. 
15 For it shall be mayntened for a truth that Sir John 1F%d- 
brooke (thorough a plott and confederacy with oihers touched in 
ihis answeare) came into the Warden's studdy where the Warden 
(in his gowne) was wryt^ng, and fashioned his speech, sayong 
that he came to speake with the Warden about hu lodging, who 
20 answeared that he would willingly qpeake about that and xncmej 
for it, whereupon the Warden putting dust upon the wrytdngs and 
tumeing his back to lay them aside Sir John WhUbrooke etrook 
him on the head with the sharpe end of a hammer, whereof one 
deft was before broken off and ihe other cleft newly whett, 
25 giveing fower wounds to the scull and some bruses before the 
Warden could close with him; but then the Wardai, thrusting him 
out of the studdy, did throwe Whitbrooke on the back and took 
away the hammer, Whiibrooke (being undermost) did hould ihe 
forepart of the Warden*s gowne soe as he could not rise, att which 
80 tyme the Warden's blood abundantly gushed downe upon IF%tt- 
brooke^ and ihe Warden could haye beaten out Whiibrook^shnjum 
wiih ihe hanmier but that he was ndther wrothfoll nor daunted. ■ 
Then after two maydes servants (hear^g ihe noyse) came into die 
roome, and one loosed TFJUtftrooKe^s hands from the Warden's gowne, 
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or ellfl the Warden must have killed him to aoquitt himsdfe. Soe 
scxme as the majdes came the Warden shewed them the hammer 
all bloody, telling them that Whitbrooke had wounded him there- 
with; the butler of the howse then alsoe comeing upp to cover 
the table the Warden bidd him and others (which followed) to laye 5 
hands upon Whkbroohe^ &c but to take heed they hurt him not; 
9oe ihey letting him rise and rest himselfe he tooke a stilletto out^ 
of his pockett and stabbed the Warden's deputie deane through the 
nuddle of his hand which (notwithstanding it was presently dressed 
by a good chirurgion) did rankle upp to his shoulder, and was like 10 
to have killed him; he also stabbed the porter of the howse directly 
against the heart and drewe blood, but it perrced not; he stabbed 
the goaler into the hand and twice through the slecTe of his dublett» 
soe as then ihey lay violent hands upon him, put on irons and 
carryed him to the strongest warde of the prison (called BoUan*$ Ifi 
warde). And howsoever fidse suggestions are made (to obscure ihis 
&ct) by many persons concurrent in ii, yet there is such apparant 
proofe where and how the hammer was provided, the stilletto or 
Scottish dagger purloyned to doe this deed withall, and that WkU- 
hroohe himselfe confest the havdng and bringing of them to that 20 
purpose, with a multitude of witnesses truely testifidng <me and the 
same, as noething can be more pregnant. 

Therefore it was high tyme for ihe Warden to looke to the 
govemement, and to the suppresrion of thds things, or ells his 
executors might too late implore Justice, when he were breaihlesse 25 
in his grave, and creditors might seeke their debtors at large with 
losse when they were once gone; for tiiough tiie office of the Fleete 
be of a great value and may be a pledge to answeare such prisoners 
or suffer for them (if they escape), yet if a generall escape had 
beene made, what office is of value to satisfie for it? and therefore SO 
he which keepeth a prison in a peaceable comonwealth must dis- 
charge noe lesse fidelity tiien he that keepeth a fort in ^rme of 
vnmr, or ells irreguler persons wiQ make devastation upon all 
estates, and tiie prison will be but a rinagogg of Jewish ceremony^ 
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where the tiybes of ihe wicked will plant themflelTei, and suck the 
milke and honny from the true chariteable and zeli|pous of the 
kingdome; and« although the Warden hath not to doe with the 
merritts of prisoners causes for which ihey are comittedi yet, touch- 
5 ing their conversation, he hath to oppose the badd (whome alone 
this answeare doth intend to convince), and to be observant to the 
honourable, generous, and well affected (whom this answeare 
nether toucheth nor soe much as pointeih att), but with iheir due 
respects. 

10 Some things for the Warden's defence will be found to be repeated 
often to severall accusations, which could not conveniently be 
avoyded, because, though many prisoners joyned in one conspiracy, 
yet thdr fiu^ts were diverse, and ihe Warden's defence is but one to 
those severall facts and persons, and iherefore hopeth to be pardoned 

15 for that repetition. 
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The First Arfcide. 

oiardier.^ ' -^^^ knowne quarrelb and figbtings bctweene two prisoners 
lodging them in one cbamber, where qoarrellbg and fighting agune 
and notice to him thereof given, and of likelie further mischiefe, 
this notwithstanding continnance of them together until the one 5 
mnrthered ihe other. 

And the Lady WhUbrooie in her petition to ihe King's Majestie 
alledgeth inreterate malice betweene Whitbroohe and the-Warden. 

Lusweam 

By these which point at two prisoners (whereof the one slewe the 10 
other) is meant Sr John Whiibroolet concemeing whose death 
and how farr the Warden may be touched with murthering of him, 
being suddenly slayne by his fellowe prisoner (whom he first 
wounded in the forehead and strooke downe with a candlestick), 
lett the ensueing answeare, true, and to be proved in all points, 15 
leave the reader to judge; especially if it were fitt to sett forth how 
fitrr Sir John Whitbrooke in his life tjme was tainted judicially 
with other matters, which (according to charity) shall be here 
omitted, saveing what perteynes to answeare this allegation. 
rft of In July 1618, the Warden haveing order out of two courts to 20 

!j^^ keepe Sir John Whitbrooke close prisoner, he (the Ward^ labored 
useij. an atonement thereof with his adversary; yet in the meane ^rme 
Sir John gott out, assaulted the Warden in his studdy, wounded 
him fewer blowes in the head with a hammer, and stabbed three 
servants with a stilletto, 10 July 1618. And upon this some three 25 
score prisoners breake upp all the strongest prisons and dores of the 
wards and Tower chamber, assaulting ihe Warden and his servants 
wiih weapons, &c. according to a plott and purpose before resolved 
upon, as appeares by depositions ; and the Wurden did rather goveme 
then malignCf for he can give good evidence that he tendred Whit^ 80 
brcokeU estate and afiayres, although he endeavoured to hold Us 
lodgings in despight of ihe Warden, and without payment. 
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The Lady further alledgeih that the like inyeterftte mallice wm 
hetweene Whiibroohe and BougkUnu 

' The warden anaweareth that he ndiher newe or heard what was 
hetweene Whiibraoke and Houghton^ for amongst soe Rianj prisoners 
6 many variances &n out which he knows not o& 

The Lady aHsoe alledgeih that the like mallice was hetweene the 
Warden and JSoi^Alofu 

The Warden answeaxetk that there was nerer any qnarrell be- Wben tlds 
tweene him and Baughian; perhapps Bonghtan held himselfe injured i^ r(nr n^ ibB 



10 for being kept in prison^ therefore would pay noe dutyes, soe that ^*^|l^^ |^ 
-he was put into the Comon Prison. flieFlMto 

After which the Warden, perceaveing him to be phantasticall, ^JjjJ ^^ 
offered him liberty, wished him to converse fieely with ihe gentle- ben or 
men there, Tea, kept him from his retyrednes, thinkeing thereby to ^^** 

15 quallifie his humor, which was that he would not come out of his 
diamber till he were freed out of prison by Parliament. 

The Lady likewise alledgeih that WkUbroohe was wounded by 
the Warden and his servants* 

The Warden answeareth that WhUbrooke was not wounded, and 
^ it is deposed by diverse, that the Warden tpoke great care, and gave 
comand that ti^ey should not hurt him, ondy to bereave him of his 
stilletto above said, they strooke downe his stabbing arme with a 
firefork, and soe tooke away the stilletta It was but a rilly bruse 
on the arme that he had, and lesse then he might have had| if ihe 
25 Warden's care had not prevented it. 

The lady alledgeth that in September the quarrell hetweene the 
Warden and WhUtrooig was renewed. - - ^J. 

CAMD. SOO. F . . " " i 
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The Warden antweaieth that in July 1619, WkUbroohe and 
Bonffhtan with nx oihen (being lodged in a great chamber)^ ihey 
and ox more ahutt oat thirtie of their companie and fortefied ihe 
gaole against the Warden, refused all perswanons of the Warden, 
constables, and Alderman's Deputie, the oomands of the Lord Cheife 6 
Justice, of the Lord ChannceQor and his Serjeant at Armes; yet 
yeilded to the clarke of the oonncdl sent from ihe Lords, WhUf 
broohe and BoughUm bdng then in one humour; and upon un- 
blocking the prison Whitbrooke denred liberty, it was offered him 
upon security, he would give none, then he made question where 10 
to lye, to which was answeared there were five other roomes he 
might make his election of which he would; but he said he would 
none other but where he formerly laye (it being indeed the fiiyrest). 
They fortified those roomes agune when the Warden was out of townct . 
soe as dureing WhUbrooke^s life and BauffhtanU bdng there with Ifi 
thdr adherents the Warden had noe oomand in that part of the prison. 

The lady alledgeth that the Warden (for rcTenge) resoWed and 
reported he would send WkUbrooh to Bonlian to keepe. 

The Warden answeareth that he for goyemement sake and to 
suppresse misdemeanours doth thretten to putt prisoners (offending) 20 
rong plies {ji^q BauUonU [sie} Wards (many yeares ikmiliarlie soe called as he 
t^ciunrt thinkeih of bolts or irons put on them), where WhiArooke was put 
^ when he wounded the Warden and his servants; he continued there 

but a small tyme, and was removed to a roome called the Tower 
Chamber (where Henry BcughUm and many others did lye), thence 2ff 
BauffhUm was removed into ^e comon prison in December, 1618, 
and Whi&rooks was removed thither 16 June, 1619; soe as to 
that tyme they lay five moneths within one lodging, and ox 
moneths severed in other lodgings and noe quarrell stirred. 

The Lady alledgeth that presently at thdr comeing together 80 
jB(ni^Aloii suddenly stabbed and wounded WhUbrooke, whereof he 
dyed. 



u» 
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The Warden answeareth that over and above the eleayenmonetht 
aforesaid, yet from June 16th untill September 16th, 1619, being 
3 moneths, they two combyned in iheir exploits against the Warden 
vnthout falling out (for ought the Warden knewe), but 16 September 

5 Boughton fell out with Harvetf (one of his chamber fellowes), 
whome Baughton assayled with his teeth, and bitt him by the 
ihombe, whereof Wkxtbroohe^ WUlis^ Harvey and others there 
lodged, advised the Warden, wishing him to take some course. The 
Warden sent diverse messags by ihe gaoler to Whitbrooke^ to 

10 remove thence and to lye elsewhere; he would not, sayeing, none 
should remove him but by violence, and they were soe strong there 
as the Warden could doe nothing, none eUs durst come amongst 
them. HohrneB and MaunseU offered him liberiie amongst other 
gentlemen upon bonds. 

15 The Warden acquainted the Lord Chauncellor of theis forti* 
cations, of some other stabbing there, of this particuler brawle, and 
besought his lordslupp to send ihem to Newgate. The Lord 
Chauncellor comanded such motion to be made at the tyme of a 
scale; it was moved by Mr, Woomelayion^ as appeases by his breife, 

20 then his lordshipp wished oath to be made of this offence and 
called for preadents to remove them, in whidi mesne ^me Bought 
ton (being provoked and wounded by WhUbroohi) did stabb fahn« 
whereof he dyed within 13 dayes, and it was about 14 moneths 
after he wounded the Warden and stabbed his S servants as appeareth 

25 by the generall lodgeings and places where they laye, sometymes 
together and sometymes severed, ensueing to be scene in the end of 
this answeare to this Article, and if the testimony (which was long 
after delivered to the Warden by a prisoner in the Fleete) be true, 
then the same Harvey and one Tymolhy WUU$ and Sir John 

30 Whiibrooke himselfe did (of sett purpose) whett on Baughian to 
anger and quarrell, because they scorned BaughUm and meant to 
assaylehim. 

When WhUhraohe^ Baughton^ &o* ymured themselves upp in 
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the waidi as gfiyresaid^ a view or surrey of ihe roomei was giVen 
the Lords of the Cotmcell and they satasfiecL 

After the tTme of the supposed quarrell (which was about WhU* 
brooh^M and BoughJtonU fortefidng the house) they oontynued 
lyeing where they were before, amongst others. 6 

Wheresoever diey had lyen they might quarrell when they mett, ' 
•s WhiAroohi many moneths before broke WiUii his head «with 
a pott or candlesdck. 

The Lords of ihe Oonnoell had (FAt/irooi^s fiberty to conndera- 
tion and would graunt him none without bonds. 10 

BoughUm^ hfonf^ not in ezeeution, was offered what Uberty he 
would. 

WhUbfOokB did never informe the Lords of any quarrell or doubt 
he made of his safety touching Bimghton^ ftc 

WhiibroiAe confest he strooke and provoked BcughUm fiisti 15 
before BcughUm stabbed him. 

The falUng out which was notified to ihe harden was betweene 
BcughUm and Harvmf^ not WhiUbrcoke. -^ ■ ' 

When Bcughton had wounded WhiOrocke, then Tf^Ubroctc 
went (of lus owne accord) to lye out of the roome where BoughUm 20 
was, and soe he might freely have done at any ^me before and 
left Broughton's company (if it ^had not pleased him), for diverse 
other rooihes were readye at hand fixr him and open. 

It b alsoe alledged by some, that after Sbr John Wh&brooke was 
dead, the Warden would not sufferarmes or scntchions to be put on 25 
his herss when it was to goe out of the Fleete. 

The Warden, perceavmng that a number of people of ihatBomish 
sect would come to the Fleete at his buryall, and others to gaae,. 
commanded his porter to be carefuU that prisoners went not out; 
then (said the porter) it will not be fitt to putt on ihe scutchions 30 
until he be out of the gates; whereto the Warden said, he hath 
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indeed left his anne% becaoBe I tooke from him bj nngle hand the 
hammer and stilletto wherewiih he wounded and would have 
slayne me, but I x^^ard it not. Thia speedi the porter uttered againe, 
yet bidd ihem put on the flcutchions, which ihej refufled to doe, 
i as ihoee that would take an occaaon of unkindnes and to tiaduoe 
the Warden of mallice. 

Wherein Sir John Meerei and others oan witnes, that while Sir 
John WhiArooke was livdng the Warden prayed them to vinte 
WhUhrooke on the Warden's behalf, and to more a conference and 

10 Christian reconciliation, and that truth might be confessed; to 
wUch Sir John WkiArooke did condiscend, but as Sir John Meer€$ 
was comdng to fetch the warden for that purpose Mr. Edward _ 

Boohjoood (who calleih himselfe and is termed i^e Vicarr Oeneratt 
of the Bomish in the Fleete) followed and said that Sir John WhU^ 

15 brooke^s mynd wasaltered, and soe nothing was done; but Rookwood 
and another jesuited person (while WhUbrooke was lyeing and 
dead) did soe accompany him as noe Protestant had accesse to lum^ 
whidi jesuited person was after (by ihe Warden's discoTery) appro* 
hended and comitted as a fector to pervert and send beyond sea 

20 the children of the Gentxie of this Eingdome and persons of quaUitiew 

It is alsoe alledged that BoughUm did proTide a sword, and it AlkpaioB. 
was brought him by a woeman from whom the porter of the Fleete 
tooke it and deliveored it to the Warden (as he did indeed), and 
therefore say thds accusers that the Warden knewe the same sw<»d 
25 was to kill WkUbrooke. irr-. 

The Warden had it about a yearo and a halfe beforo this accident Answesn. 
(of Whi&rooke^s death) happened, and delivered it back againe to 
ihe woeman that brought it, with charge not to bring any thither 
whatsoever. 
30 It was avouched that the sword was BoughUnCs and put to dress- ' 
ing to a cutler, who sent it home againe, so as BoughUm might 
have killed Whitbrook^ with it beforo it went to dressing if he ha4 
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intended any racb thing; Nay, Bauffhton liad alwayes in liifl tmnck 
(as appeared afterwards) a atiUetto so keene, so deane and ready, as 
would soone have done sucli a &ct if he had meant it; Yea, swords 
and other weapons want not in the Fleete, and the Warden cannot 
prerent it "niis fiu$t was meere aocidentall, and not precogitate 6 
as the kwe hath found it, which acquitted BoughUm of man- 
slaughter upon his arraignement 

The Warden gave noe abettment, had noe intelligence, provoked 
neither party, strock noe blowe, was not present How can he he 
chaiged with ihe murther? 10 

Surdy theia accusers are in theb soules more guilty of murther 
hy reason of this false accusation, in which they would kill the body 
and creditt of the Warden, then he any way accessary to ihe fact of 
BoughUm. 

Buty say they, the warden should haye put them into seyerall 15 
chambers. Why 7 He knewe nothing of any unkindnes but be- 
tweene Harvey and BoiughUm. But if he had, he could not keepe 
200 persons firom meeteing one another, or lodge them seyrally. . 

Nay (say the prisoners) he ought not to demand any man to his 
chamber upon likelyhood of murther or ought ells. 20 

And Sir Franeu IngUfeildM complainte agunst the Warden inty- 
mateth (in his o?me case) soe much, though by their leaye the 
Warden will doe it, until he be comanded the contrary; but it is a 
comon thing for prisoners to find fault one with anothers conversa- 
tion, sometymes as not wholesome, not cleanely, not temperate, not 25 
jpeaceable, and many other respects, because they would either lye 
alone, have a chamber aloane, be private and without contradiction 
in their mirth and solaces; and when it comes to consideration there 
is neither wholesome, cleanely, temperate, or peaceable of the one 
that complayneth or the other that is complayned off. 30 

AUesatioD. But say they further that the Warden put Sir John Whitbroake 

out of his chamber into the Tower Chamber or the comon prison 
keep^g airay his bedding, soe that he lay either on another man's 
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bedd or none at alL And this was the first occaaon of WMArook^s 
fact ' 

When Whiibrooke did growe not onelj fiictious but (according AnswMie. 
to his nature) quarrelsome with divers men (strikeing some of them) 
ff and that his former dangerous courses to stabb and pistoll men, for 
which he was censured (in Starr Chamber) was conndered, toge&er 
with the orders of court to keep him close prisoner and his demgne 
to make a president in the house for all men to lye in their 
lodj^ngs without payment, and besides that he bdng charged with 

10 many executions of great waight could not give bond for true im« 
prisonment or payment, Nay, noe man would be bound for soe 
desperate a person, therefore he was put into the Tower Chamber; 
but as for his bedding and goods the Warden sent two men to offer 
them to him, as appears by the message sett under their hands at 

15 that instant; he then standing upon it that he would perforce 
retome and possesse his chamber, did not deliyer his key or take 
his goods, and in the meanetyme lyeing on some other man*s 
bedding, the Warden opened the chamber and putt WkUbrook$^9 
goods in safety. 

20 It seemeth that afterwards he (on whose bedd WhUbrooki lay) 
tooke away the bedd, which was more then the Warden knewe or 
had any motive thereof. 

Afterwards when Whiibrooke had wounded the Warden (this 
comeing in question at Councell Table) the Lords appointed him to 

25 pay, and the Warden to lodge him in a chamber and lett him have 
his bedd, &c the Warden for his part obeyed, but of WhUbrook$ 
nothing was had (all bang lost by his death) which by his life 
might have beene saved. 

They say that WMbrooke hurt the Warden with his owne sworde, 

SO but of Whi&rooke^9 providing (and confesnng) the hammer and 
stilletto which did it, good proofe can be made and that allegatioii 
diq>roved, as is before declared. 
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A note of ihe Beyerall places and tymes where rad wbeii 
^ Bongbton and Wbitbrooke lodged, together or severed one from 
. ihe other. 



m/rJok% TFIMtmA^ lodged. 

1617. 
15 ifay, in the 

Greene Yard. 
12 June, in the 

Greene Yard. 
7 Aug. in the 

Greene Yard. 
4 Sept. in the 

Greene Yard. 
2 OctoU in ihe 

Greene Yard. 
30 Octob. in the 

Greene Yard. 
20 KoY. in ihe 

Greene Yard. 
ly^BM 25 Dec in the 

, at Tower Chambers. 

22 Jan. in ihe 

Tower Chambers. 
19 Feb. in the 

Wards. 
19 March, in ihe 

Wards. 

1618. 
16 April, in the 

Wards. 
14 Maj, in the 

Wards. 



jrr.^MyMM lodged. 

1617. 
In the Tower Chambers 

In ihe Tower Chambers. 

In the Tpwer Chambers. 

In the Tower Chambers. 

In the Tower Chambers. 

In the Tower Chamben. 

In ihe Tower Chambers. 

In ihe Tower Chambers. 

In ihe Tower Chambers. 

In ihe Tower Chambers. 

In ihe Tower Chambers. 



1618. 
In the Tower Chambers. 

In the Tower Chambers. 



10 



25 



20 



25 



SO 
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Sir J0kn WkUbrooie lodged. 

11 June, in the 
Wards. 
10 July, in the 
5 Wards. 

16 July, in Boltou's Ward 
or Bolts on Wards. 
3 Aug. in a cham- 
ber by the Warden, and 
10 then put into the 

Tower Chambers. 
3 Sept. in the 

Tower Chambers. 
1 Oct. in the 
15 Tower Chambers. 

29 Oct. in the 

Tower Chambers. 
26th Novemb. in the 

Tower Chambers. 
20 24 Dec in the 

Tower Chambers. 
21 Jan. in the 

Tower Chambers. 
18 Feb. in the 
25 Tower Chambers. 

18 March, in the 

Tower Chambers. 

1619. 

15 April, in the 
30 Tower Chambers. 

13 May, in the 

Tower Chambers. 

CAMD. 80C. 



Mr. Scugktonlodg^ 
In the Tower Chambers. 

In the Tower Chambers. 

In the Tower Chambers. 

In the Tower Chambers. 

In the Tower Chambers. 

In the Tower Chambers. 

In the Tower Chambers. 

In the Tower Chambers. 

In the Tower Chambers 

28 December. 
In the Wards. 

In the Wards. 

In the Wards. 

1619. 
In the Wards. 

In the Wards. 



tiU 



1618. 
Note, 10 Js]|y, 
he wounded 
theWardsnaiid 
liii 8 eenraiiti. 



WkUhr^ie 

theitSmoiieflis 
lej togetiher in 



toOiers 
after! 
Warden WM 
woBPded. 



TiMise 

moneliht tliqr 

werieTend, 

fortliat 

SmgkUm and 

othereelayiBed 

to have the 

naeof the leads 

and for tiiat 

cumbSmigh* 

tMtwaspot 

intothewards. 
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iheC;;teK«»rt» Tower Chambers and 

there continned till 16th 
Januaiji 1619. 

^^SSII^!^ 8 July, in the 

fraacbtliMiflMx Wards. 

them, soeM it came Wards. 

the ConoceU and wm ^ Septemb. in the 
onloedtliexv. Wards. 

30 Septemb. in the 
Wards: 

IhtA of tt^itabb 7 October, in ihe 
wMcli Bwfkun dl4 Wards. 

giTe^iiB,7tho<0«- 



In the Wards. 



In the Wards. 



In the Wards. 



In the Wards. 



In ihe Wards. 



10 



And now Sir John dyed. 



Being stabbed by BoughUm with an ordinary knife upon an 15 
accidcntall justling, in which WhiAroohe (as is said) ^d strike 
downe Boughton with a blowe in the forehead with a candlestick, 
and this was 16 moneths after the tyme that WhiArooke wounded 
the Warden snd his servants. 

Baughtan in his lettre to Cappin setteth downe two reasons of the 20 
fiict why BoughUm did stabb him. 

First, to gett himselfe removed from the Fleete. 

Secondly, because there were three upon Baughton, therefore he 
made of sure of WhUbrooie by killing him. 
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Tho Second Article. 

Bcmoveing a prisoner ottt of his chamber, haveing 5HL U. hid ^^^^^^ 
under his bedd, which the prisoner required he might goe to his 
chamber to dispose off, which was denyedi and he thrust upp in 
6 another roome close prisoner until the Warden and some of his 
eenrants rifled his bedd of that monej. 

Bj this is pretended that one Ccppin (who ever did beare the Answean. 
name of a poore fellowe) lost 511L wiih takeing whereof if he dare 
charge any person or persons, the Lawe is and hath beene open for ~~ 

10 lum theis two yeares past. But his abettors have putt it here rather 
to infame then that they can think it true, as by the ensneing 
answeare appeares. 

For Edward Cappinf lived as a poore prisoner in the Fleete 
for breach of a decree, and continueing above six yeares, would 

15 never be drawen to pay the Warden one penny for meate, drinke, 
lodging, or attendance; but at last he ran away, and was upon the 
Warden's pursuite taken againc, but before he ran away ho was 
sometymes restrayned of the libertye of the Fleete yards and walks 
(as is the custome of all pribons in England) ; and he lodging in 

20 the three Tower Chambers with sixteene persons, they often thretned 
their keeper to stabb him, to take away the keyes of the prison, to 
bind him, to hang liim; lastlie they forteficd that prison, soe as the 
Warden could not dispose or order them. And with two maUetts 
and Steele chissells they had cutt the stone workes of the dore, soe 

25 as noe locks or bolts could shutt them; and while they were thus 
doemge Coppin came downe to fetch a mallett, wherewith he was 
taken beneath, and presentlie put into another warde aparte firom 
his fellowes, about Uiree a docke in the aftemoone, 15 July, 1619, 
not speakeing of any money. 

30 Att d a docke that night the Warden sent upp some 10 or 12 of 
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hifl servants into the Tower Chamber to bring downe those prisoners, . 
before which tyme Coppin sent upp word by Elizabeth Lane (Mr^ 
Chamberlayu^s woeman) that Mr. Chamlerlayne should take Cop- 
pxM trunck into his studdy, which he did* ^ 

Att the goeing upp of the Warden's servants they were resisted 
with a stilletto, beddposts, and faggot sticks, and a servant of the 
Warden's wounded by one John Abome^ who (with some others) 
retyred into the Inner Chambers (shutting themselves inn), yet the 
Warden's men brought downe some of those sixteene, leaveing the 
- least ofiensive behind. Then after this the Warden went upp him- 
selfe, and by pcrswasion caused Abame and company to open thdr 
dores, and soe takeing away things that might serve as weapons, 
locked upp the prisoners in other wards untill he might repayre 
those broken. 

rnljr 16. One Fletcher ihe gaoler (in that interim) often tymes asked *^ 

Coppin how he did, and what he wanted, who said he was well, not 
adding any other words of note. -^ ■ ^ 

Dlj 17. Another of ihe Warden's servants goeing along, Coppin called to 

him out of the windowe and shaked a bagg sayeing, Ah, you, here 
is that whi^h your fellowes would have had. 20 

ilj 18 or 19. A rumour was spredd in the Fleete that Coppin had lost 6011, 
The Warden heareing thereof, sent for Coppin and asked him; he 
said he would say nothing except Sir Franeie Inglefield were 
present Then the Warden said. Nay, Coppin^ if you have nothing 
to say to me you may depart againe. 25 

Then the warden was informed by Mr. Boughton and WaU that 
the day before it happened that Coppin was removed they had 
made meanes to borrowe some money upon a pawne, and Coppin 
professed and swore he had not soe much (being fower (4) pounds) 
as thqr demanded. Then the warden caused CoppiaiCe trunck (being 30 
new and well locked) to be opened in Coppirle presence, and de- 
livered it to him, in which Trunck within a Bagg put in a Box (as 
they said) there was about xxiu.; and then was sett on foote this 
rumour when Coppin had advised with Mr. Bootwood to doe it. 
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About January, 1620, Edward Coppin confeaoed ihat he neyer 
'rcceayed any money nnce he came to Priaon. 

Mr. WiUiamt saith that he hath heard that Ccppin hath con- 
fessed he loat noe money. _ ^ 
5 Mr. Wray testifieth most materiallye in this point, that he 
questioned Ccppin why he should say he had lost soe much money 
in that manner, who answeared it is noe matter, for it ia a good 
deed to hang the Warden's senrants. 

Edmand Sharpe was bedfellowe with Ccppin when it is supposed 

10 that the money was lost, and he haih beene detected of fowle orymes.* 

Oecrge Wheadey doth testifie that at the tyme Edward Ccppin 

was removed from the Tower Chamber into Bolton's Wards, he 

did see the said Ccppin^s Bedding removed and was there present 

at that tyme, and to his knowledge there was noe money or any 

15 likelyhood of any Bagg of money there to be scene or found, and 

he verily thinketh the said Ccppin lost not one penny, for Ccppin 

being in Bolton's Wards with his Beding, he at that tyme never 

complayned that he lost one penny or any other thing. 

EUiUibetk Lane saith, that when Ccppin was removed she asked 
20 him if he would have ought and he missed nothing, But prayed her 
to speake to Mr. Chamberlayne to take CcppifCs Tmndc into his 
custodie, which she did accordinglie, and afterwards when it was 
voyoed that Ccppin had lost money, she said to Ccppin he might 
as well have bidd her looke to the money as to the tmncke. 
25 Sir Edtcard CUare doth testifie that Ccppin said unto him, that 
he (the said Ccppvi^ could not charge the Warden or his servants 
with such money, but sure he was he lost soe much. 

The afore named Henry BcughUm being in Newgate and convict aobo lOii 
for slaughtering Sir Jchi Whitbrccke delivered a Message in the^*'''^'^ 
AOheareing of one Cache a keeper of Newgate to BcttghiatCe Nurss 
that she should goe and demaund certeyne goods of the Warden 
which if he sent not he would cutt the Warden's throate where- 
soever he mett him, But the Warden answeared that he had by die 
Lord Cheife Justice his order delivered the goods to oerteyne 
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Gentlemen who daTinod them, and then, perceavebg that Coppin . 
held intelligence with BougkUm^ the Warden suspected that Coppin' 
would doe some hurti for discovery whereof the Warden sent to 
Ccppin to remoYe out of Boulton's Wards, but he emestly entreated 
to condnue there, and offered to pay a weekely rate to be permitted 6 
to lye there; yet the warden removed him and all his goods (save 
a Trunck) which (warned by the last stratagem) he attached in 
forme of Lawe, and after (unlcnowne to the Warden) the Serjeants of 
London opened and praysed the goods, and therein found Bough* 
ton^s letter insinuating stabbing of the Lord Ghauncellor' and the 10 
Warden, with scurribus rayleing on the Lord Channcdlor, &c. as 
by the coppie of that letter appeares. 

In this Trunck Cappm said (before it was opened) that he had 
about tenne pounds, but there was found ondy zxi«. which was per- 
mitted to him to take with all the' rest 15 

How much cause soever Coppin hath to complayne, yet if the 
Warden would have lett him passe when he ran away it -is to be 
thought that he would not easily have beene found to prosecute his 
complainte, but the Warden hath prevented that and made him 
tarry to shewe both his skill and his greivance, if he have any. 20 

That Coppin might (as is alledged) denre to retome to his 
Giamber it need not be doubted but that it was to dispose of his 
money; it might be a mcntall reservation, but was not uttered, for if 
it had beene uttered the money could not have beene lost or rifled 
away by the Warden or his servants, because xviij prisoners were in 25 
the roome five bowers after Coppin^s restrainte, and before the 
Warden s servants went upp, and those servants which went upp 
surprised and devided the prisoners a long tyme before the Warden 
came there, who came onely to view the breaches made in his 
walls and dores. 30 
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The Third Article. 

Eleaven pounds six shillings taken out of tlie Trunck, and by AoeoMiknicC 
violence from the person, of a close prisoner sick in his bedd by the robbajr. 
Warden and his servants. 

5 This toucheth money taken from one Thraske ihen a Jewdaiser j^j^g^^ 
or halfe Jewe, comitted dose prisoner by the Lords of the CounceU» 
from whome and such like though in the GatehowsCi Eing^s Bench, 
Fleete, Ac. it hath beene used to take away and keepe their moncy^ 
yet the Warden tooke not his untill he abused it very dangerouslie, 

10 and whether this takeing away may be said Bobbery, let the 
answeare foUoweing decide. 

And although the complunte be used with a Circumstance, as if 
the Prisoner were sick, thereby to make a shewe as if the Warden 
gaped at his death and money; that was most untrue, for Tkroike 

15 was in .perfect health. 

Who after he came to the Fieete upon such straite comand^ een* 
sured to Pillory, Wbiping, and Branding, and a roome (where 
eight persons laye) being fitted for him aloane, and one appointed 
to take charge of him and carry him victuall, &c. within n 

20weeke after he sent the Warden two lettres, the one directed 
to his Majesty, the other to the Lord Chauncellor, and both super* 
scribed to be delivered upon perrill of allegiance. The Warden . . 
blamed the keeper for medling therewith, but, dareing neither to 
send them back nor keepeing them, charged the messenger to say 

25 the Warden was out of the way aud not to be found, and imediately 
the Warden went to the court and tould the Lord Archbisliopp's 
Grace of the lettres, who (angerly) asked how a close prisoner 
could write lettres, and would hearc noe more. 

Next him the Lord Chauncellor comeing forth from the King, 

30 the Warden shewed the lettres, who breaking open that directed to 
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himselfe sud, thia lettie bath some good tracts or passages if they 
be cinseare, and so retorned to the King to whome the other lettre 
was directed. 

After this the Lord Archbishopp and others at Councell Table 
mudi blamed the Warden touching those lettres, and comanded the 5 
Warden to looke narrowly to Thrashf for that he sent abroad 
manuscripts to his pupills^ did read allowed and as it were preached 
in his Chamber to be heard of prisoners and others, of his owne' 
sect 

. Then happened one oportunitie whereby the Warden hoped to 10 
discover Tkrcake** purveyance and intelligence, which was that one 
Mr. Prichett (then a prisoner in the King's Bench) preaching in 
the Fleete and Thraske present at it, after sermon Thraske (being 
beneath the Chauncell) came towards Prickeit sayeing, he thanked 
God for PrickeU'*s doctryneandforhis owne edification and slightly 15 
gave money to him, whereof the Warden being advised {Mr. 
Prickeit himselfe affirmeing it) said it was xvijs. vj<I. a some taken 
and given at all adventures as it seemeth. 

For theis reasons the Warden sundiy tymes serched TkraM$ 
roome, but could find nothing, after which the Warden, thinkeing 20 
that perhapps the keeper watf not trustie, or partly seduced to 
ThroBhe^B doctryne (as appeared afterwards by TkroBhe^B booke), 
late in a mght the Warden called ihe keeper, saydng, I will goe 
see ThroBke; the keeper said. Sir I will goe before and open the 
dores (which indeed were three); but the Warden permitted him 25 
not to goe aloane, but accompaned him with servants and others 
desireous to see ThroBke and that roome, who altogether went to 
^ ^ ThroBke^ then in bedd^ and serching found his Penns, Inck, and 

),r€t9k^9 popart and in a Tmnck and about him igK. yjs. whereof some yjtu 
^Md^ was white money (made upp xxs. in a kowle bound about with 30 
browne thred as donatives), and serching Thr<uki% cloathes (whidi 
he did much withstand) the Warden found betweene the outade 
and lyneing of lus hose a paper booke in octavo slmost written 
through conteyneing all the proces of Thnulk^B first lettie to the 
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King. In wUch be tradaced the Bang's Majesty and tbc State (for 
whicli lie was censured in Starrcliamber)| his lettres to the Axch- ^ 
bishopp, his sentence, && and soe continued iheran a diaiy of 
intell^ence touching Spaine and England and the Fleete, with his 
5 dreams and interpretations, his repasts, &stings, ^Kspntes with 
prisoners, conrerdng of them, how he had his money and lettres 
conTqred to and firo. Other things the Warden discovered touching 
the hole made under the trunck thorough ihe planchers of the 
chamber^ and a bagg with a coard to drawe upp or lett downe anj- 

10 thing at ihe windowe, all which mone]r> inck, wrytdngs, and 
bookes the Warden canyed away, aoqnainteing the Lord Chann* 
cellor therewith, who directed him to attend Mr. Secretary NaunUm^ 
who delivered the booke to his Majestic (the Warden bdng present). 
In that booke one Edward Rootwood was very often named to be 

15 an agent or intelligencer, a discipl^ and to have reported to 
Uiraske diverse dangerous things of the King, the Lords^ Ac and ^ 
forreigne reports prohibited, and menconed his sonne XiehcloB to 
some ends, for all which the said Edward and Nicholae Bootwood 
were by the Lord Chauncellor, Mr. Secretary Ifmnaonf and the 

20 Lard Cooke comiiitd dose prisoners, and I^raeke more dose if it 
might be. 

Now, whereu it is layed as an assertion. Tea, robbery, to the 2|£|^^^ 
warden's charge, for takdng this money, it is to be observed the IbIobMj* 
sect of I^ratts increaseing (wherewiih our Nation and Beli^on was ^^^^ 

25 taxed by Popish wry ten), the charge laye heavy upon the Warden ^J^^^ 
to prevent Ihraeke wryteings and his meani of supporte, whereby pomcr 
he corrupted his keeper and perhapps others. Therefore the War- gtaSV' 
den tooke away the money in the presence of many witnesses, and coactikii 
writt in his Cash booke the day, the quantitie andquallitye ihereot 

30 The Warden's servant (a darke) did coppie out that booke into 
another (whidi robbers use not to doe), and the Warden did 
shewe the money publiqudy in the Fleete to divers gent who doe 
witnesit. 

CAMD. 8oa H 
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At that lyme of takdng the money he tould I%ratk$ in the 
presence of many then present, that it was ready to be bestowed for 
his necessary use, and dien left him some part thereo£ 

He also acquainted the Lord Archbishopp, Lord Chauncellor, 
and Jfr. Secretary Naunion, of that money, though he cannot 6 
charge theb memoryes further then it extendeth. 

When Thraeke had wome out his doathes and desired olher, the 
Lord Chauncellor bidd the Warden buy for Thraeke some doathes, 
which was done accordingly, even soe much as ITtraeke defdred; 
the Warden alsoe gave him money to buy wyne for his comforte at 10 
tymes. 

The Warden delivered likewise of that money to him which was 
ThraekeU keeper to provide divers weekes dyett for Thraake, when 
he refused the Warden's meate, because porke, connyes, ducks, and 
such like undeane meates (as he hdd opinion) were dressed with it. 15 

The Warden with all affitblenes found dyett and lodging to 
Thraeke and his keeper dureing his close imprisonment, and dyett 
at tlie Warden's own table after he was comfbrmable^.being in all by 
the space of fore score weekes, and hitherto could never gett pay- 
ment or allowance of him or elswhere, for, in fyne, while the war- 20 
den did expostulate to be paid of his Majestic, Thraeke tould the 
warden that if any of that xj2. rested unlayed out in doathes it 
was fitt it should rest in the Warden's hands till he could make 
better satisfiustion. And dureing this fayre pretence he gott away 
and sent the Warden a bond sealed and subscribed to pay when he 25 
should be able and as should be fitt, soe that the Warden doth suffer 
forbeareance of lxxx2. or thereabouts. 

The practise of the Fleete, King's Bench, Gatehowse, and all 
such prisons, is not to permitt dose prisoners to have money, knives, 
penn, Inck, and such like, whereby to attayne their ends to the 30 
prejudice of the service. And Tliraeke did never thinke himsdfe 
injured, but retomed loveingly to the Warden and was preadier in 
the Fleete a long tyme, but the malignant there (not he^ broadied 
this complaint. 
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ThroBke^s dofle impriflonment oocadoned the takeing of his money 
and booke. 

Which booke diflcoyered Rookwood^9 31 acoerdon to the Sng. 
Wheieopon Bochwood was comitted cloee priaoner, broke and cutt 
5 the prison doreSi and (with othen) made a fowie tumult, which 
occanoned putting on of irona. 

That Tumult occaaioned the Warden to aend upp hia aenrantea to 
auppreaae and beatowe them. 

Thia auppreaaing occadoned Coppin (who waa one of them) to 
10 accuse those aerrantea of theft and now lastly the warden of 
atanrdng hia priaonera. 

How fiirr auch conapiracye of aeotaiyea may infiringe the aerrice 
of hia Majeatie and endanger all wardena or keepera, it ia humbly 
left to Condderation. 
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The Fowerth Artiole. 
. After ennffement of faith^ soule, and all under hand and seale, 

^v Him V mil OS ^^ ** ^ . ^ ^ • 

fidelitie. contrary thereto detajndng a prisoner havdng liberty by nis Majes* 
tie's writt, to his great prcgudiee. 

This if it be tmdy understood touching one Mr. Hayne a 5 
prisoner in execution in the Fleete, it is rather a suggestion of 
infidells then that it hath any ground of truths as appeareth in this 
answeare foUoweing. 

One Thoma9 Haj/ne a prisoner in execution for xvCliL or there- 
abouts besides actions, obteyned by a petition (to the Lord Chaun* 10 
cellorj an habeas carpus, and leave to goe into the Country untill 
the end of the next terme folloveing; when he sheved the Warden 
the peticon, the Warden tould him it was unlawfnll and unmeete 
that a prisoner should be out of London in the terme tyme, because 
the Warden was to produce him in any of the courts soe often 15 
as he should be called for or ells he should be fyned; where* 
fore Hayn0 had libertie and direction ondy to tarry till the 
begining of the terme, and then if he came he was to move 
againe for a new writt to endure for that t^rme; but when Hoj/m 
was gotten into the Country he came not agune untiU 18 dayes 20 
within the terme, and lodged himsdfe in Milfoid Lane, and his 
keeper came to the Warden at Westminster, sayeing first to the 
Wuden and after to ihe clarke of the Fleete, that Hayne said he 
was noe prisoner and would not retome to the Fleete, which words 
(noe prisoner, &c) were true in stricktness of Lawe, though his 25 
keeper knewe not Hayn^B drift, for Hayne bdng fiuled in his 
tjme it was an escape in Lawe, and the Warden bound to pay the 
debt, with which misterie the Warden did not acquaint Hayns^s 
keeper, but bidd htm bring him inn, yet in fower dayes after the 
Warden neither sawe keeper nor prisoner. .80 
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Then Eayne wiott a letlie to the warden abeweing that thong^ 
he had absented himselfe from his keeper yet he would oome inn 
if the Warden would have it aoe. The warden answeared by wiytdng xke i 
and protested by oath that if he came inn then he woidd pennitt^^J^>|' 
Shim to goe out againe, and therefore . praied him to come, acafartta^A 
But ffayne nor his keeper came at the Warden in fower dayes jj^ijn^ ^JS 
after, att which tyme there came a writt which had often beene^tnot 
offered to the darke of the Fleete before (and still suspended by 
intreaty), comaunding the Warden to bring Hayn$ to the Cng^s 
10 Bench Barre on the next day in court, being the last day of the 
terme, to be duurged with a new ezecnidon, whereupon the daike 
appointed one ThompMon^ a servant cf the wardens^ to bring in 
Hayne if he mett him. 

Thanyi>ian, attending another prisoner abroad, met Hayne and 
Iff tould him he had order to bring him in^ but because he had 
another prisoner in custo^ praied Hayn$ to come aloane, but he 
did not come in. 

After which the Warden, consulting with his darke and semats 
whether Hayne meant honestly, and urged by new necesnty of the 
20 last writt, they resolved that the Warden and some of his servants 
should goe one way and the darke with othors another way to 
sedce Bayne^ and seekeing him the warden mett Hayne in the 
Temple, whence drawdng him out by discourse and tdling him of 
the new writt, fower or five of the Warden's men seeing him offlbr 
25 to goe another way, did (by thdr master's direction) carry him to 
the Fleete, and he was tiiere kept for more suerty of his bdng the 
next court day in tiie King's Bendi. 

At which tyme he was taken firom the Fleete and sent to the 
King's Bench prison, where meetdng one which was fixrmerly a 
80 prisoner in the Fleete and departed indebted 1502. to the Warden^ a 
man that accused his grand&ther and endangered his hanging to 
have his estate. This man, getting the said lettre whidi the Warden 
wrott to Hayn$t tooke notice that the warden had restnyned | 

Hayne, and so he accused tiie warden of infiddity, and divulged il i 
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to die world mthout xofenneing ihem that Hayne did not come . 
inn Toluntariliei but by oompuLdon and seioli (by which the 
Warden's promise and protestation was disolved), and soe noe ciyme 
18 on the Warden. 

A signe that there is a great sprirritt of mallice rag^g, when 5 
men will calompniate a man for an infidell (if a promise had beene 
broke indeed as here was noe breach), before they knewe ihe 
reasons of his doeings or enquired of the circumstances, tymes, or 
occaaons; but when it is considered how they doe the like in other 
matters it is to be hoped they shall be ihe lease creditted. 10 
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The Pift Article. 

False imprisonmeni of men diBoharged, offering to pay all due AccnMtioB of 
fees for diyen moneihs. SSfJ"*^** 



Thii ifl deduced firom the Warden's keepdng of men after they Auswmiv. 

5 be discharged antiU they pay their fees and duties, a thing erer 
mainteyned by Lawe, custome, and direction, especially in this 
Christopher KenneW% case, who sett this reproach on fix>te. 

For if a banckrupt or odier doe by pretence move his creditors to 
compound on new security and soe free him firom imprisonment^ if 

10 the Warden lett him goe without payment or security, he cannot 
afterwards sue him, whom he needed not to have trusted m prison, 
but put him into the hole if he fityled in his weekely dutyes, and 
this clamor [against the Warden doth rildome happen more then 
where he useth most curtesye to men of evill hearts, as appeares by 

15 this perticuler answeare to the said JEenn^B, which may serve to 
all of that kind, and other kind there is none. 

For the Warden dareth not to bring a man to prison without 
warrant. K he should he makes himselfe subject to great damage hy 
acdon of fidse imprisonment. 

20 But Kennell, when he was discharged refused to pay the ordinary 
dutyes, or to compound for them in any reasonable manner; where- 
upon the warden by suite to the LordChaunceUor obteyned a reference 
unto two persons without exception (as appeares), and ihey ordered 
the busines; which done, and BjenntU (not observing) complayned 

25 to one of the Secretaries of State, where the Warden answeared it. 
Then he complayned to the Lords of the Councell, there alsoe the 
Warden made answeare; then he complayned to the Lords Comia- ' 
sioners firom the King for the busines of the Fleete, who tould him 
directly that they would not give other order, but he should pay it 



Digitized by 



Google 



56 THS GBCOKOXT OT THB VLBBTS. 

before lie went Then lie betooke bimBdre to the fiictions in the 
FleetOi and opposed the quietnes and gorernement there, soo that 
the Warden was constiajned to keepe him for prendent sake, for 
such prisoners as would not pay thar fees have beene detayned by 
order of the King*s Benchi by order of the Comon Pleas, by order 6 
of Channceiy . If the question arise of what is due, then the War- 
Bep fo. 10. den takeing any more is subject to action of false imprisonment 
for detayndng them^ or extortion in takmg too much* And this 
hath beene the directions of the Judges, Lords, &c* firom tyme to 
t]rme, soe as this clamor needeth not, if they would lett things be 10 
judged. And there is not any collour to charge the Warden with . 
other false imprisonment, saveing keepdng them after discharge 
untill they pay their duties, which is a custome throughout all the 
kingdome; and when this or any other difficultie of the like nature 
hath happened, the Warden (or often tjmes the prisoner) have beene Iff 
suitors to the Lords and Judges to haye it referred, whereupon both 
sides have quietted themsdves and obeyed, except some one more 
refractory then other (as Mr. KenneU is) who {for want of other 
imployment and mayntenance) is the general agent (for bier) against 
the Warden, though (of all men) he hath least reason in regard of 20 
the Warden's usage towards him in pcnnt of fees and duties, where 
the Warden accepted of him SOU. in lieu of a 160K. allotted by the 
referrees for nyne yeares imprisonment^ and yet he hath not paid 
that by tenne pounds. 

The Warden hath observed that fees and dutyes are^ as it were, 25 
created three manner of wayes, vis.: 

By Act of Parliament. 

By Custome. 

By tolleration of the State and Judges of Courts. 

Tlien, to reason from the substance to the effect, it may be said 80 
that custome and- tolleration hath been to keepe a prisoner after 
his discharge untill he pay his dutyes; and aunq^ently all discharges 
had a clause (paydng their fees and duties). If this then be abro- 
gated, the Warden must be excused if he give noe trust nor easct 
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but put them into tlie meanest places, which would be veij bitter ^'« 

unto a number of well descended gentlemen, who purposely remove * 
thither, whome (as may appeare) the Warden hath more comforted, 
releeved, and trusted then any officer of his quallitie in the realme 
5 of England. 



0AMD.8OC. 



. Digitized by 

w 



Google 



68 THE <BCOHOHr OT THE TLBSTE. 



The Sixth and Beayenfh Articles. 

clotei m priioah 



'^^^'■■■^^®^ 6. Caoseimpruoimientofmanywitlioat Older, Wainmt^ or Lave, 



hj moneths and yeares. 

Aecmationof 7. Close and cniell imprisonment, chayndng, manacling, and 
^{|2jqiq0qI^ bolting of them with irons, some of the degree of knighthood, with- 
out cause or warrant - 5 

Aiuwmn. '^^ answcaxes followeing will deare theis accusations, for dose 

imprisonment is of diyerse natures, vis. : 

Close in their chambers for matters of State, which is never done 
without warranty and with such noe man may speake or bring them 
TictuaU; but the Warden is spedally to provide for them, and soe 10 
he doth, 
s Bcp. fo. 87. Alsoe close prisoners by order out of the Courts of Chauncery 
s B^ fo. H. ^^^ g^^^ C3iamber Ac the use whereof is comonly that they goe 
iR.8,caB.is. not abroad, and sometymes are kept in thdr chambers, but doe 
D^ PttKhe, speake mth many about their burines, unlesse order be given to 15 
GmnmStel- the contrary, as in InglefiUdj Beare^ Oliver ^ and Jenfnf9an*9 case, 
lata, S4 IlS. ^jg^^ [^^ l^eynous contempts, and some for conspiracyes to be dis* 
covered, for which purpose the Fleete is the Kings ymmediate and 
proper pnson* 
For CTecnt ioB Other dosenes there is none but restraint of dangerous prisoners, 20 
Serf ^mST"* '''^d debtors for great somes, perjurers, forgerors, conq»irators, and 
jflt^S^^ such like censured persons, by whome the Warden or his servants 
witfaotbenor may be undone or dayne thorough violence to his person or 
thi^^fiSwL ^®^ " ^y WhiOrookey Roohcoody IngUfeOdj Chamberlayney Let, 

' Sharpey and a great many more, whose cause is by the Warden[*s] 25 
relaters [m] dmoet ready for heareing in Starr Chamber and the 
fact confessed by some defendants and ready to be proved by 
witnesses without exception. 
If the warden doe keepe such within their owne prednct, wardes, 
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walls, and yardai wliere yet there aie many prisoners and cliambcrs, ^i^Jji^^'^'^ 
can it be termed close imprisonment when they speake with all Judges to the 
men which will come to them, victuall themselTeSi and those that surKOiainber, 
will may come to church (whereof many doe not, and therefore ^£^ ^•** 
6 doe erade it with a glosse npon thdr dose imprisonment, they PrlmMn fai 



being indeed Popish, whereof the &ction is (in a manner) wholie ^^^^^ 
compacted.) soestlibtttia 

All prisons in England doe restrayne such as thus demesne them- P™°*^ 
sdyes, and such as pay not their fees, for thdr is noe other meanes 

10 to oonstrayne ihem to pay their fees and duties; for if they may be 
weU lodged and fetch dieir dyet from abroad, ihey will not onely 
never pay creditor, but defeate justice, and lett the Warden have 
nothing to mainteyne him iu his attendance. - 

Sir FraneU InfflrfeiUTt restraint which he calleth (&lse) dose ^V^^ ^ 

15 imprisonment, was but within his warde, where were five diambers, ^ piaes Owt 
and gentlemen lodged; and it was upon Sir Franeit not payment ^g^" ;^ 
of fee for his liberty, for mutinyes and [mutinous] provocation to whieh, bedde 
stabb or pistoU the Warden, [and] receavdng a dangerous and ^SfS!?^ 
murtherous prisoner into his lodging whome ihe Warden could not ^^^'^^^''l^'f 

20 lodge or bestowe in safety because of Sir jFVaneu his abettments, np au that 
whidi were infinity against the Warden and his office. And this ^ ^' 
imprisonment was done but two dayes mth a keeper to open and 
shut at all tymes for all comers, wUdi were above three score in 
a day, as ihe keeper saith. 

25 Ajidif thisbe not toUerable for the Warden to doe (which all 

Wardens have ever done) who on misdemeanours have put prisoners 

-to keepe their diambers, how can one Warden goveme 200 persons, 

of whom if any escape, fire the house, kill, or wound, it is too late 

atterwards to eomplayne, because noe seate of justice can give the 

80 Warden remedy when once such matters are happened and passed ? 

for whidi considerations, if ihe Warden be jealous of the Eing*s 

debtors and others, he hopeih it will not be taken an offence, but a 

service to the oomon wealth. 

And every prisoner is to give bond for true imprisonment, good 
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^ffljS* behaviour, and payment of duties, or ells he is to liave noe benefitt 

Bitideof tlM of libertje, and this being the first dutye of a prisoner, if he fayle 

^^""'*^*''**^^ therein ihe Warden may faile in ministring bedd, meate, liberty, or 

chamber, and may put irons on such as be in execution, according 

as the Lawe doth appointe and toUerate. 6 

It is an exceeding treble, charge, and care to the Warden to 
keepe any man close prisoner, and when it hath been imposed in - 
matters not touching tlie state he haih made humble smte against 
it, and obteyned sometyme remission, sometyme rdease* 

The crusty here meant was putting a payre of hand irons upon 10 
one Mr. Chamberlayne for machinations to distroy the Warden and 
office, bolts on Sir John Whitbroohe for wounding the Warden and 
attempting to beate out his braynes with a hammer and stabbing 
three officers of speciall trust with a stilletto, bolts on Lee for con* 
curring in theis, and bolts on Mr. Nicholae Roohwood for cutting 15 
open the prison dores, and demeanours odious to all his fellow 
prisoners, for which the Lords of the Gouncell sent him to New- 
gate, as was Lee^ Mynartj and divers otheis^ soe that the Warden's 
fikct in that point was but a bcgining of that correction which 
justice it selfe did second by sending them to Newgate for fiiriher 20 
punishment and quieting the King's prison. If a knight be a 
murtherer he must suffer as inferior men doe. 

And as for Sir John WhUbrooke; The Warden hath direocon to 
put other manner of irons then were put on and in another fiishion, 
but (it being the Warden's owne case) he did the less^ and such 25 
as were put on were complayned off at the Councell Table, yet 
there was noe comand to take them off untill a second complainte, 
and upon a suggestion that WhUbrooke was wounded^ whereas he 
had noe wounds but a little bruse or.contusion in his arme. 

And it might seeme a crueltie to bring porters to carry Mr. 80 
Chamlerlayne upp into his chamber, but who shall consider what 
Chamberlayne had done before, and that it is a custome in the 
Fleete when men will not be ruled they are siitt in a chayre for 
avoyding hurt and toe carryed to Westminster (as proces of the 
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court doe oomand or otlier where at sucli tymes at ihey beobstinate ^ 
and penrerae) will excuse the Warden, for in just and neoessarj '^ 
things they must be ruled and overcome, or ells such confuaon will 
followe as noe justice shall be prosecuted, touching whom there shall 
5 be more at large sett forth a perticuler answeare, when the Warden, 
shall see his perticuler allegations, which, though they have here- 
. tofore been very peremptorelie and clamarouslie sett forih^ yet when 
the Warden rendred the reasons and cause of using him after that 
manner, the Warden was dismissed with (sic) blame in highest 
' 10 and lowest places of ordinarie justice. 

Therefore as in the sUttute of Westminster 2 the lawe saith that 
manueipenier in/errUf soe the Warden hath done but his dutie on 
theis persons, who are all (except one Mynan) that have been ironed^ 
and he is soe honest as to confesse that both himadfe and the rest 

15 haye deserved them, and Mr» BuUingham may as well witnes for 
irons in the Fleete, as he did weare them in the aherriff 's prison 
before he came to the Fleete, and as is accustomed thoroughout the 
kingdome, which many more (now in the Fleete) doe by suffering 
in other prisons well knowe to be true. 

20 The irons which be in the Fleete have beene of most anncyent 
continuance, and therefore likely to have beene used there; the 
payeing a fyne for to be freed of them proreth the use, and there 
are some knights (fitrr above Wkitbrooke in rank) now prisoners 
that did weare irons 80 years past for misdemeanors after they had 

25 fyned to be free of ihem in the Fleete. 

And all the ancyent servants in the Fleete of 80 yeaxes standing 
doe testifie that upon misdemeanors prisoners have had irons put 
upon them^ as in the discretion of the Warden seemed gopd. 

Also about 23 yeares past, when theis (amongst many other | 

30 matteis) was in question before referrees from the Lord ChaunceUor, j 
ihe Honorouble Master of the Rolls delivered his opinion that if 
the use of irons were abridged the howse would be subverted. 

The Warden did never shewe spleene or pasnon in the piit&ig 
irons on prisoners for private revenge, as appeared by Mr. Copemath 
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Goughf 3%omp«ofi, Ayletcorihf Coppm^ and others, that being in 
execution for great lomeB have run away and escaped, whom when 
they have beene apprehended with great charges, and the Warden 
(for some) compelled to pay their debts, yet he never put irons on 
any of them» because the offence was but dampnification of the 6 
Warden in his goods. 

But who doth mutiny, conspire, or breake the prison, it is an 
offence against the King, the State, and the Office, and they have 
eyer beene put in irons, as may .be maynteyned both by Lawe, 
cnstome, and discretion in the one soart and the other, and as most 10 
of the prisoners in execution have removed themselves from oiher 
prisons to the Fleete for their owne ease, soe if they like not their 
usage there th^ may remove againe to the Bang's Benchj Ac. 

By the accusation for cruelty is alsoe further meant the bring [tie] 
of prisoners perforce out of their lodgings, and that hath beene when 15 
they will not remove with often intrea^ by appointment and by 
promise haveing other lodgings offered, as Mr. Chamberlayne^ who 
had not soe much as paid for two chambers, a studdy, and other 
roomes for himselfe, his wife, and familie, where they lived in the 
Warden's owne private bedchambers divers years, and yet said he 20 
would lie there in the Warden's dispight; whereupon the Warden did 
cause him to be carryed to another good chamber where formerly 
he had lyen, and there was bis bedd made, fyer, wyne, Ac put 
ready for him by the warden's appointment. 

As for Sir Fhincis IngUfeUd^ who alsoe was fetched or carryed 25 
out of his chamber, he had not paid his fee or fyne for liber^ 
and irons, he held three roomes, had the walkes on ihe leads many 
moneths, and when the Warden had two noblemen comitted on the 
sttddayne, and noe chamber to bestowe them in^ Sir Francis was 
deared to j^ve place and another chamber made ready for Um, 30 
where he had formerly lyen, but he said he would not remove 
without violence, whereupon he was &yrdy carried out of his 
chamber after niany intfeatyes to goe of his owne accord, as in a 
particnler defence against Urn shall appeared for after many bowers 
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difloounea he yeilded to be earzyed because be would thereby take 
advantage 

If prisonen may lye where they willt soe long as ihey will and 
not giTe place to noblemen (who are thdr betters), and if such pB 
5 Sir Francis Inglefeild (being in fiiction) begin a prendent in that 
kind, then all prisoners in th^ pkce will doe the like, and livdng 
where they list the Warden must lett them role^ till all be out of 
rule. 

There are not sererall lodgings in the Fleete for every severall 

10 prisoner, and therefore of necessity some must be remored at the 
discretion of the Warden to place others, especially they that did. 
deny the constitutions' of govemement there, and said, they were 
gotten by bribery and &lshood, and that the Warden durst not 
avouch the constitutions, which {inter alia) baj the Warden should 

15 appoint the prisoners their bedd and chamber; wherefore it cannot 
be doubted in any comon understanding but that it is the Warden's 
part and not ihe prisoners to appoint it themselves, 

A scantling of the Warden's crueltye or lenitye may be taken by 
the great toUeration and trust that the Warden hath |pven to the 

20 number of viij or ix** prisoners; a multitude whereof have never 
paied him in all the yeares and tyme that he hath had the charge 
and custodye of that place (though they be very sufficient) who 
by their practises are become indebted to him some 200L some 
1002. and some downewards, as appeares by bills, bonds, bookeSi and 

25 accompts subscribed. 

Himselfe never layed violent hands on any man, never con^>ired 
there detention or used circumvention in th^ comitting thither, 
but indeed this trust given to them and Idndnes shewed ihem b 
the cause why the generall for the most part doe oonnive if not 

80 ^^^ OA the fewe which complayne, thinking that if the Warden &yle 
in his place and credit, then there wiU be none to call them to 
accompt for what they owe him. And ihey have now soe tasted 
the benefitt of contention, still disputeing what is duc^ and never 
paying, as that the ablest and honest seemeing men ihinke it worth 
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the labour and cost to contend still, and the pooreBt, being once 
gotten behind bj mispending what otherwise should pay the Warden^ 
will never be able to pay what ii arrere. 

I shall crave leave heafe to answeare the objection which asketh 
** Why doth the Warden trust them aoe long, and not call for his 5 
money at the weeke, the moneth, or quarter?" Suppose he doe, 
and that he pay him not. What, then? Shall he put them from the 
liberty of the howse, and restrayne them in the straitest prison, as 
all the prisons in the kingdome doe? Why, then, they have taken 
upp a comon sayeing, and it hath beene much barkened unto^ that the IQ 
Warden doth keepe them close prisoners; a thing not onely above 
his power, but the power of superiors. But let it be oonndered 
whether it be not of congrewence that as a debtor or delinquent is 
sent to prison for none payment or performance, and aoe his liberty 
is taken away, whether theie be not the same equity during his 15 
being in prison that he shall not have liberty of all the prison and 
walkes, except he pay the Warden's dutyes and performe orders of 
the prison. 

The question then is who shall lay this on him, the Warden or 
the Judge ? Answeare, they whgme neither civeQ or eoclesiasticall 20 
judge, ihe King's prerogative, or comand can rule; yet this Warden 
must rule him ex officio^ or ells justice never cometii to his period* 
but the Judge shall have as much to doe about ordering the im- 
prisoned as about convicting him before imprisonment. 

Soe tiiat it is a paradox whetiier a fewe Insolvent Banckrupts 25 

and Sdsmatiques were not better undeigoe too much coertion then 

xevell in a prison, contempne, traduce, and dedyne justice, judges, 

Sa^LiwI^^^ and justicers, without end or measure, yet to the Fleete they will 

caftaaoellorof bring their wives, children, and servants to cohabite, woemen are 

^^^^^ brought in bedd tiiere (but the children baptised fewe can tell 39 

where), and noe otiier breeding have some tiien there; tiiey infect 

the place with diseases incident to youth, and fill it with' stinck and 

noysomnes not to be named; they exempt themselves fiom howse- 

rent, parishe dutyes, and all taxations in the comonwealth; thqr en- 



Digitized by 



Google 



■• 11 

THE (BCOHOMT OF.THE FLEETS. 65 

deavoured to have a chamber in the Flcetc, with gardens^ yardf , places 
of pleasure, at the third or fowerth part that it vould cost abroad, 
soe that by ezcesse .of fiunilyes there are two or ihree mesniall 
senrants to one prisoner in the Fleete, and by exemption of payment 
5 it is better then an hospitall, for to an hospitall none shall be ad- 
mitted that hath livelyhood abroad, none can th^e haye his infe 
or his leman, none can put his money at interest, deale on brokage 
or pawnes, none have protection to walke the citty but that lus 
creditors will arrest him, and carry him to the doleful places of 

10 Newgate or the Compter. 

In an hospitall he shall be conformable in religion or detected for 
it, and perhapps be ezpulsed. 

In the Fleete all tUs may be done, and from the Fleete many 
will not goe though thej be cleared or yon would force ihemi 

15 because ihey can lye there, pay nothing, be abetted and cherished 
by &ctious prisoners and others of their owne tribe, foUowe and 
soUicite Lawe suites, and treble all men in words and deeds, and 
with a little Fleete reading become counsellors, attomeyes^ doctors, 
chirurgions^ scribes^ cookes, and all manner of handycrafts to that 

20 predncti where sometymes are plotted robberyes abroad, cutting of 
purses in towne, to steale and bring in by the hands of thor setters 
and versers, and noe hew and cxy, constable, or officer can foUowe; 
for the Fleete is a priviledged place, which should keqie all goods 
howsoeTcr ill gotten as the prisoners would hare it; but if the 

25 Warden oppose them, they can touch him with murther, felony, 
robberyj and infynite enormityes, and by the multitude of elamours 
(though untrue^ bereare him of protection or continuance; for 
many of tiiem hare beene prisoners 30 yeares, some 25 and downe- 
wards, and have had the practise of all or most gaoles in ihe long- 

30 dome, and therefore are graduates in their profesrion, to the great 
edifidng of thdr proselits and detering the Warden^ and thej keqpe 
themselves loaden with a multitude of actions and executions which 
are or might be discharged, to the end that if a creditor would 
remove ihem^ the number of causes draweth a great charge of 5, 

0AHD.800. • X 
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10, 15, or 202. 806 as the creditOT is not willing to nndergoe it, 
though mth them moie zestraint in another place or prison of 
the Ejng^B Bench, where if th^ be they shall speedily in body or 
goods undeigoe execution; but the priviledge of the Fleete (sub- 
ordinate to the Court of Comon Pleas) ii such, as a man going 6 
there called to the barr for debt may refuse to appeare, whereof 
there foUoweth nothing but an outlawry, which thds fieebooters 
doe soe little esteeme as they accompt it a happie transgresnon to 
come from the King's Bench prison to the Fleete, whore they can 
be but outlawed reversable at pleasure. — 10 
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The Eighth Article. 

Stanrdng of men, doie impmoninent, gtuirduig.ikemfirom xneate, 
drinkei fto. and that after comand of authorily to the contraiy. 

The allegation of starvdng doee prisoners issoe fiibulousand&lse 
as it hath no oolour, for lett all prisoners that haye beene dose and 
^ ihdr keepers [be] ezamyned and ^e contrarie will manifestly appesre^ 
this imputation bdng cansledie forged bj one Jfr. Edward IZoofc- 
tffoodt who bdng comited and ordered dose for matter of state, tho 
Warden (knoweing whom he had to doe with all) did at his owne 
costs (whidi is yet unpaid for) cause his djet to be provided and 

1^ brought unto him, and likewise appointed that what he had eveiy 
meale should be written downe. And, although some part of that 
wiyteing (by length of tyme) is lost or midayed, yet some part 
remayneih justifieing that his ordinary meales cost the Warden 
idjd. nmjd. and xif]<{. a meale, and sometymes a joynt of meate of 

15 iij«. at once, or whatsoever he would with reason call ton. 

But at last^ when he had beene many weekes there and meant to 
bereave the Warden of payment, the keeper of his meate, drinke, 
and attendance (whidi he ought to allowe), and to endanger them 
with some stratagem, he fidgned himselfe side, refused the Warden's 

20 provirion, endeavoured to corrupt his keeper, and lastly called for a 
Doctor of Physick, whidi (by the Lords order) bdng admitted, and 
Doctor Fryer oomeing ildther late in the forenoone, Booboood 
(amongst otiier fictions) retomed to lye downe and groaned (as his 
keeper saith) and alledged that he was starved, whereupom the 

25 Doctor (sedng in his windowe the most part of a roasted pollett 
ivhich was left of the meale before)' asked how he oould starve 
havemg sudi meate, and then after being permitted to take meate 
firom his owne howse (which was a continudl treble to have it over-, 
seene), he contented himsdfe with the tenth' part of soe miidi as he 
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bad befoTC, and yet first and last was in health good enough, as 
the Doctor very justly and truely related to the Warden. 

Another or lesse ocoassion of such allq^tion of stanreing was that 
in July, 1619; after diat the said Rookwood and his sonne NuMoi 
(who alsoe had beene a dose prisoner in that kind) were permitted 6 
liberty of the Fleete, and ,Nieholu Rookwood (for revenge sake) 
behaveing himselfe rather as a Bedlam frantick then a gentleman, to 
the utter didike and greife of all others in the prison, and with 
Steele chissells, malletts, and hammers, cutting all the stone workes 
of the dores of the Tower (Thambers (where ihey then laye) into 10 
which the bolts and locks did shutt, soe as noe dores could be 
fastened upon wghteene prisoners of great waight. The Warden 
therefore (not without danger and bloodshedd of his servants^ 
Rookwood and the rest useing stillettOi long bedstaves, bedposts, 
and faggot sticks for resistance), as aforesaid, removed them into the 15 
strongest wards of the prison, where further the said Rookwood^ 
Sir John WkUbrookSf BoughUm, Coppint and Seager^ with seayen 
others in an evening did combyne together, when 82 other prisoners 
(which lay in those wards) were abroad in the walks of the bowse, 
and did shutt and block upp the dores of that warde, fortefidng 20 
themselves within, and not permitting thdr fellowes to retome to 
their lodgings, where soe houlding it (to the Warden's eztreame 
danger) they would by noe intreaty of him or other o£5cers of the 
dUj or comand of some Privy CSounoellors open it, and lett in thdr 
fellowes; whereupon the Warden, being advised to keepe them from 25 
victuall untill they rendred themselves and the place, he did for 
one day (like as in Newgate a while before had been done) put it 
in practise; but bdng advertized that those fewe had sdised the 
sslted beefe, bacon, cheese, &e. of the other 82, shutt out, and by 
that meanes with what was given them at the beging place and 30 
elswhere they did abound, the Warden gave over that dengue and 
made his recourse to the Lord Chauncellor then out of towne. 

In which tyme those voluntary immured persons clamoured to the 
Lord Gheift Justice whose first answeare was, that it being in their 
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owne power to come forth (as others did) he sawe Qoe cause to 
releere ihem with meate, yet thorough farther Clamoar he at last 
Comanded ihat the(y) should have Tictuall, And victuall ihay had 
hoth before and after ' soe plentifuUj that when, the Lord Chaun- 
Scellor's aucthoritje not prevayleing, the Lords .of the Counoell 
soe prevayled as they rendred themselves and opened the dores. 
somo one man of them sent out of the prison above two doaen of 
Bread. If it were needfull the Warden could prove Sir IhmcU IngU- 
field and others canyed to them with thdr owne hands Joints of 

10 Roast Mutton and I^imbe; But the effect of this supposed starveing 
was uever scene by any man's free, by any man's sicknes, infirmity, 
or death, and is onely sett out to abuse the hearers, As yf hunger 
had made them breake stone walls, who brake stone walls before 
they were hungry and immured themselves in all things abounding, 

15 a s some whome they inclosed with them l^ constraint did then 
informe the Warden, and are ready still to justifie. 

And further to unmaske this imputation the more and to shewe 
the Warden's care in that kind it may be remembred (as it standeth 
proved upon record) that when Sir John WkUbrooke by his 

20 murtherous attempt had brought the Prison into an uprore, soe 
that it touched the Warden (as all oihers before him by the like) to 
secure the Prison and shuttup the Wards where the most dangerous 
prisoners were, untill things might be setled, He then came unto 
such as he had shutt upp, and fayrely tould them he would victuall 

25 them if they needed. And accordhigly did send both roast and 
boyled meate in a plentifiill manner, which they did receave. And 
yet for all that they broke upp three strong dores one within 
another, and came forth when they had beene shutt in but from 
momeing till two in the afkemoone. 

30 In all which circumstances opened at the Counsell Board and 
before Comissioners and Comittees, the Warden cleared himselfe fiK>m 
tyme to tyme soe farr as a man may which hath to doe with sndi 
tointed persons, On whose falcityes the Murther fof] WkUbrooh^ 
the Felony of Copprn's Money, the Robbery of Thrashe^ &o. aie all 
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like a Chayne (whoM links tHej made and forged) fiwtened upon 
the Warden. 

Mr. Jenw/ion of the same tribe, being a dose prisoner, did one 
meale complayne of his Dyett, Whereupon it was viewed by Gentle* 
men, and vallewed that ihe Warden could allowe him none such 
after the rate of viijJ. to the meale (which is the ordinaxy Comons 
of the howse), yet the Warden is still unpaid for what he and many 
others in that kind have had, which is but a meane incouragemenV 
to the Warden for keepdng doee Prisoners. 
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The Nynth ArtidQ, 

Breaking of Prisoners Chambers haveing first removed them,^^^ 
opening their Truncks, seizeing their goods, and stall detayneing FnoMo 
\hem. <^ 

6 Although this be a geneiall diarge or Accusation, yet fi>r that Amm 
onely one hath complayned punctually according to this whole 
charge, which noe other hath cofflour to doe in the whole, though 
perhappa in part or parts their eYiIl will be much; Therefore it may 
be understood that this trencheih on the Warden's patting or shnti- 

10 ing a Prisoner out of his chamberfor none Payment on the Prisoners 
Party or want of roome for other Prisoners on the Warden*s part; 
Which Prisoner having goods or stuffe in his Chamber^ presently 
taketh occarion to derire retome to his Chamber, whither if he onoe 
gett he maketh it his Casde against any remove, soe that it is not 

15 safe at all tymes and that all men have wameing that they shalbe 
removed, lest fortifications and tumults be made. What then, shall 
not the Prisoner have his goods? Yes, verily, though perhappa an 
hoast abroad or any man that taketh lodgers would Scarce su£br it; 
He shall have his goods. But put case he will not take them. 

20 Why, ihen they shall be inventoiyed and ofifeied him, and that is 
soe much as may be done, and it was done, as appeares by good 
proofe in Peefs case. Mr. Ckamberlaifne cannot pomplayne ^in 
this kind. For upon his first remove he had all his goods save that 
he fitbleth of the losae of a Bond of vij M. H (surely a great vmlac^ 

25 and such at the rate of iiijs. in the pound (as he ofiereih his crediton) 
would pay all his debts). And halfe a dozen of silver apoones lie 
lost too, untillhe found diem againe lockt uppin hisownecubboKd^ 
whereof he kept the keyes. In his second remove, when he Mrmm 
putt into ihe Comon Prison that was no place for his many Tnmdcs, 
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and to fitt and place his owne and other men's evidence. As in hia 
oaih in die Exchequer he gallantly setteth forth; And it is to be 
hoped that the bond of vij M. lu was safe layed amongst those 
evidences. Therefore the IfTardenbidd him carry those Truncks 
and things back out of the Prison, and detayned some mesne 6 
howshottld things untill opportunitie of disposeing them or make- 
ing some accord with Mr. Chamberlayn4 ; But afterwards, upon ' 
the Lords Comittees being at the Fleete, the Warden was comanded 
to deliver him his things and he to pay the Warden; All which 
things Mr. Chantberhyne had, even to a Sawcer and a Mustard- 10 
pott, except an ould peece of a curtayne valued at y^d. For which 
if the Warden happen to be either a WilfuU or cuning Banckrupt 
(as Chawbtrlayne \^^ often called him) it is to be hoped that 
Chamberlayne will (according to his owne rule and offer) tske a 
penny and a fift jmrt of a penny for the debt, which is after the 16 
rate of iiij«. in the pound. Though yet for all the Lords Comands 
and other Comands since, the Warden can neither gett the fift part 
nor any part of a penny that is due to him for theis six yeares. 

As for Mr. Sharpens complainte, though it be of noe Collour or 
Substance, he shall have an answeare at large and for lus creditt. 20 

But one Mr. AsJAumeham Peek is the man to be Answeared here. 
For the JLady Amy her goods are staied and hdd in another nature, 
and she sueth the Warden at the CSomon Lawe. 

JRoohwood had all his goods delivered him by Order at Councell 
Table upon payment of 15K. to the Warden by the same Order. 25 

Peek therefore a prisoner 19 yeares hath a good estate of 802. 
per annum bendes leaves; very small somes would dischaige him, 
but he payeth noe man. He was lodged by the Warden 8 yeares 
in a good Chamber of the Warden's owne Boomes, he often promised 
and vowed payment at quarter dayes, but never paied penny; But so 
then he would urge how his Children robbed him of his monqf , and 
sometjrmes of his gold lace ftora his Cloathes, yet they were still 
entertayned at the Fleete; And (though reputed cutpurses) hidd 
themselves in the Fleete, untill at last the Gallowes had one fiK>m 
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Newgate, the Other escaped bj Naturall death after twice imprison: 
ment for cuttiiig of purses. 

Himselfe purloyned the Warden's pnllen, the lathes from the 

walls of the howse to roast them, feasting and xyotting, One while 

5 as if with his servants, other while on pretence of marriage, and 

would not lett them be kept out by the Warden (though Pedb's own 

Daughter which attended him hatii besought it of the Warden with 

teares). He used to sett on footo Daungers and then reveale them. 

By which and like shifts he protracted payment of his fees, and 

10 therefore was put out of his chamber into the Wards; before which 

tyme. Peck hayeiug taken away the Beding of one RUh^ a Prisoner 

and Bedfellowe in his Chamber, who dyed^ RitliU Mother claymed 

the same; And upon theis oocarions the Warden kept it when Peek 

was removed untill with a knife drawne Peek came thorough all the 

15 Prison and tooke per force from that Chamber all save the very Bedd, 

and the Warden had nought but the Bedd in the behalfe'of i2i(&' 

Peck had the rest of all kinds, or he might have had it, for it 
was inventoryed and offered him; But. he, claimeing a leiw of his 
chamber, said He would retome and possesse it, As :appeaxes by 
20 Testimonye. 

As for breakeing open prisoners chambers, opening Truncks, 

and seizeing their goods, this Peek purloyned goods of Sir John 

Whitbrookct which being often enquired for and demaunded of him 

he denyed them, and was further detected (as followeth) proved 

25 on record. 

Peck with his Accomplices came into the gaoler's lodge (which is 
keeper of the Wards) and thrust him out with his aged wife, and 
in resisting greeviously brused the Gaoler, Takeing away his keyet 
of the Prison and offering to stabb the man that was under the 
80 goaler, when he endeavoured to come and rescue him. He bruised 
the Goaler soe scare as he languished thereofl Peck and others said 
ihat by detayneing their dutyes they would hould the Warden 
soe hard to it as he should be forced to run away. 

He annymated prisoners not to pay, and wonne the prisoners in 

CAMD. 800. . L 
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the wardfl to breake fewer of tbe Prison dores there at the tyme 
when the others were to be broken in another part of the Prison, 

Feck was the spokesmen for them all when the Warden entreated 
them to be quiet. And with a hatchet and a chissell broke open a 
dore and lett ont others. 6 

Peek bought the hatchet to doe it that day it was done, and the 
chissell was Tkurmans {PeekU wife's Father), who lent it volun- 
tarily to doe the deed. In cutting open the dores he was called 
King Peek for conquerring the Warden. 

Peek and Rookwood discourseing of a Warden slayno, he said 10 
it were noe matter if Barrie were used in that kind. 

Peek used words of incouragement to attempt the like on this 
Warden. 

He incouraged Lee to rayle att and slaunder the Warden to bring 
him in hatred. 15 

Peck said (after the Warden had wounded) ho was sony Whk* 
brooke had not killed him. 

Peek thretned to cut the throats of aU that should give adyise 
of the conspiracy. 

Peek brought the Engines to breake the locks and dores with 20 
shouts and cxyes, while the others in the Tower Chamber broke 
that part of the Prison with sword, staves, wheelers, axe, and stones. 
They assaulted the Warden soe as with neighbours Armed the War- 
den was forced to suppresee them. 

Peck called by Rookwood^ ESs/ig Peek. 25 

Peek with others broke through a waU of 5 foote thick, and alsoe 
broke a strong Barr of Iron that went round about the dore of the 
Prison, to keepe in the stone worke. 

For theis fowle abuses Peek was by the Lord Cheife Justice re- 
moved to Newgate, where after he had a long tyme beene and 30 
durst not open his Truncks in regard of the goods that he had stolne 
or purloyned, the Warden called in some neighbours and some 
Prisoners and after opening them Inventoryed the goods, keepcing 
indeed some 40t. worth thereof in liew of a 1002. debt due by Pteie 
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one promifle and agreement, and sent lum iihe chest wherein the 
evidences were, without touching one of them, as appears by good 
Testimonj. 

Soe that this complaint heaped npp without distinction of tymei 
6 and occadonB doth seeme odious, But bdng opened with the leasona 
cannot but shewe just and moderate dealeing in the Warden, and 
the like can be shewed for anj other if such be; For when a prisoner 
is put out of his Chamber, and will not deUver upp the kej, the 
Warden must needs breake open the dore or loose the use of his 

10 Chamber, And this was the very case with Sir John WhUbrooke, 

There is a great deale of cuning compacted in this Article of 

Accusation, As if the warden had shutt a man out of his Chamber 

and presendj opened the Truncks and seised the goods, the truth 

being that after the putting him out of his Chamber, and that he 

15 had refused the goods for the present, yet afterwards he tooke 
Uiem at severall tymes. And soe continueing Prisoner untiU a yeare 
after that, for misdemeanors he was sent to Newgate, left his Truncks 
in the Fleete with the purloyned goods in them, whereupon the 
Warden (who never permitted Truncks to goe out without seeing 

20 what is in them) wished theb to be opened in presence of witnesses 
and sent them to Newgate, Betayncing 40{. worth of P#dKs goods in 
liew of 8 yeares lodging and duties in the Fleete, and more of Pedb 
there was not save two pillowes and an ould covering of Damez, 
three Blanquetts, and two Bolsters with the purloyned goods. 

25 If tiie Warden should say that he may take (though he never did 
soe take) any man's goods by distresses for rent agreed upon within 
his freehold. He conceiveth it would not be' much gainesaid by 
La we or CatdUa fehnuL But let them argue that who have longer 
interest in tiie Manner or Soake of The Fleete, where tiiere hath 

30 beene power of the good behaviour by Lettres Pattents ever allowed, 
sgrecable to the original graunt S. W R. I*.-'* Bene et in pace, 
libe, quiete, int^e, plenaiie et honorifice cu oib) libtatibj et libos 
consuetud ad predict custods jjtinrii * 
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The Tenth Article. . 

iCQsatioii oi / Where an order gives upon every dajes goeing abroad by one . 
on"ie% that is not in Execution 6d. to the Ward's box, The Orders exempli- 
^ fied under the great Seale hath a dash over the word Wards to moke 

it Warden's box; By which practise and under coUour thereof he 6 
continually robbeth the pooro of that.Sd. a day, which is yearely a 
great matter. ... ___ 

This is a very impudent untruth and set on foote cheifely by Sir 
FraneiB IngUfidd^ for ndther hath the orders under th^ great 
seale any such dash over .the head, nor the record it sdfe, for it. is 10 
in both written (Warden's) at large, And about 23 yeares past for the 
like Calumpniations some prisoners wer censured in Starrchamber 
and (with papers on their heads) did in every Court at Westminster 
(where the Warden hath his attendance) acknowledge thdr offisnce. 

It u impossible that any man of Judgment can thinke that the 15 
Warden dther should or would permitt a prisoner (whose escape 
may cause the Warden sometymes to pay thowsands) to goe abroad 
at ihe Warden's periU, And that the poore of the wards should 
reape the benefitt of his hazard by havdng the viijd. to thdr box. 
Were it not that some men doe tell an untruth soe often that them- 
selves bdeeve it in the ende, This might much be wondered at by 
all men except theis Prisoners. 
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The Eleyenth Artide. 

Where tke same order gives 12dL a day to the keeper that goeth ^^^ 
abroad with sach priaoner He sohbeth his servants of that alsoe, hvnm. 
foTceiiig the prisoner besides to ' content his keeper. 

5 .ThiS| haveing rdation to the former, depends on the aenoe and 
meaneing of the orders of the Fleete, whether the Warden hath 
right to the xij<I. or his servant, But for ^ht Warden's tynoea it can 
be proved that the Warden for the tjme being hath had it. Thirtj 
jeares past Sir FrancU IngUJUld himselfe (and divers others nowe 

10 prisoners of 3 or 4 Pills) paid it, and about 20 jearca past it wis 
questioned on the Prisoners* complaints to the Lord Chauncellon 
and Comittees and yet never altered for reasons which follows, u 
the Warden conceaveth. 

For if a Prisoner doe goe abroad. The Warden must send a keeper 

15 with him. The day is devided soe that the prisoner payeth lOeZ. for 
the fomoon and soe much aftemoone. 

Then it is to be supposed that they come home to dynner and 
supper; can the Warden give his man (who must be a man of some 
qmdlity and trust) entertaynement and meate for id. a day, or fi>r 

20 the 12cl. when perhapps the prisoner useth him one day and not 
againe in a yeare after ; And the Prisoner premeditating howe mudi 
and many general! Busines he will doe that day on which he will 
goe abroad. • 

He goetth out earlie and travelleth not like lus keeper, who goeth 

25 daylie, but as one not . weryed before, and the servant must soe 
foUowe of Necessity or loose his Prisoner, till late at night, as noe 
porter would doe the like for i^d. or iiijd. a day. 

This xxA. a day doth amount in the yeare to some iiij^'K. amongst 
all the prisoners; for which the Warden keepeth almost 20 servanti 

30 for that service onely, and besides falleth into many kssea by escapes 
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and Bunawayes before their fees be paid, who make that gocing 
oat their coUour to run away and after send in iheir dischaxges. 
ihe Court Soe that if it shall be thought fitt let it be concluded that a 
prisoner which goeth abroad shall give suertyes before he goe, 
finding a man at his owne charge to attend him, And soe the Warden 6 
shall be eased of a multitude of his servants. 

In other Prisons their Master keepers will not lett them goe for 
soe litde as xxd. a day. 

And sometyme the Warden to releeye ihe poore letts many goe 
for nothing, And to serve the Courts of Justice^ the Councell Table, 10 
the Chauncellors and Treasurer doth bring out many prisoners at 
once attended with many servants, for whome he neither haih nor 
doth ask ought 

And sometyme there is occadon for some of iheis, being charged 
witli teun orTwentie Thowsand Pounds, more or lesse, to goe abroad, 15 
and at their goeing must have two or three keepers, firom whom 
the Warden's pay is still but one, and the same with' that for the 
meanest, who is charged with lesse somes. ^ 
117. And somewhat the better to deare this point it may be seeno; 

and read in the Porter of the Fleete his booke how the Warden 20 
hath directed him, and confirmed it under his hand, to take after 
20(i a day of the Prisoner and appoint him a keeper, Soe that the 
Prisoner is not bound to give either littie or much more to his 
keeper, for the Warden leaveth it indifferent and in the Prisoner's 
Choyce. 25 

Att the tyme that the Constitutions of the Fleete were made, it 
was then meant and practissed tiiat noe prisoner should goe furdier 
then Westminster or to his Counsell as he went or came. But kte 
Custome hath inlarged their Walks all over London, and yet they 
will not inlarge their payments to the Warden or his servants. 30 

Soe as respecting the Warden's gaine and pay he wisheth they 
vrent not abroad at aU, they would be the more vehement to chare 
themsdves, and should be better stripped of the masked Estates they 
houUL . 
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If it be 96id that the Warden by taking the zij<i. of ihiat xxd. 
a daj doth robb bis aenrani, aurelj be lobbeib by prescription, 
and by consent of bim wbo is robbed* And wbiob of the Prisoners 
that hath paid it is there that doth complayne; Aa for these that 
5 have not pud it (which are those that doth complayne) they com- 
playne by specnktion, and not by suffering. 
. The very words of the fift Article of the Constitutions are that 
of every such prisoner it may be lawful! for the Warden to take 
viijd. a day to the Warden's box, and for his keeper which shall be 
10 with him ziiiZ. 

The sence of which words doe jusdy beare that ihe Warden must 

have both the Sd. and 12d. as the practize hath continually shewed. 

By which words there is but one to take and ihat is the Warden, 

and not the keeper of the prisoner, he must take what the Master 

15 pleaseth to give him. 

If it be asked now what is meant by Warden's Box, it is soe old 

^ the Warden cannot find the Begining of it, but sure he is that when 

the 8d: was first taken the standard of money was aubh as viijd 

was more worth by much then the whole xxd* is nowe, and all 

20 things more cheap then now they be. 

Robbery is to take money perforce and with a felonious intent 
to obscure and hide firom the knowledge of justice or Comon 
persons that which ia taken, But whatsoever haih come to the 
Warden in tiiis kind he hath a tytle to it, he receiveth it of his 
25 Porter or Clarke by way of Accompt, .or at the prisoner's owne 
hands, and acknowl^gement is made by Acquittance or otherwise; 
soe as the Accusers should have qualified this terme if they dther 
had sence or charitTe. 
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The Twelfth Article. ; 

isation for He hath warrants Dormant under some of the Councell's hands 
cdf's (^^^ nameing any perticuler person) by which continually in all ' 
^t countries he seizeth upon, his Majesties Suhjectes, forceth them to 

give bonds to be his prisoners, Ezacteth intolerable fiees and Com- 6 
positions, &c. where thds apprehentions ought to be by the Sherriffe 
of the Shires without such vezation or charge to ihe sulgect. 

dftro. • As for the word Dormant they be noe otherwise Dormant but that 

as the waightines of decrees in Courts doe conceme his Majesties 10 
Justice or Revennewes, Soe the warrants be renewed from terme to 
terme and as oocarion requireih. 

Whereas they say that the warrants are under some of the I 
Counceirs hands and doe not add their most honourable appellation; 
they seem to disjoint the Councell, as if a Warrant from some of 15 
them might the more be excepted against 

The Warden hopeth that Prisoners will not presume (neither will 
it be admitted) to defyne to the Lords of the Councell what 
warrants they diall subscribe or allowe the warrant of the Fleete; 
neither whether he that hath soe many hundred yeares attended 20 
the serrice of state, att and about the BoyaU Pallace and Couria at 
Westminster, or a sherrifie which is diangeable every yeare, shall 
execute those warrants. 

And as to the Warden's fees they are lease ihen a pursevant 
Messenger of the Chamber, or a Serjeant at Armes, and (by useing 25 
the Warden) the Subject hath ease rather then burthen; For as to 
the exaction of intollerable fees there is noe such matter used or 
the Lords ever trobled with any complaints therein, because there 
18 taken but the meere Dutyes. If any &ult hath beene comitted it 
is for spareing the imedate bringing of the party comitted into the 30 
prison where he may make deccon to place himsdfe and accordingly 
to pay as a Gentleman or a yeoman; And hereby perhappe oft tymes 
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a gendeman pasBeth with payment of a yeoman's fee, And aomc- 
tjrmes a yeoman will rather pay a Gentleman's fee then be brought 
upp presently (and before the terme), whereby he shall be prerentcd 
of agreeing with his Adversarie or obeying what the Courts Comand; 
^ Besides when the Termes have beene kept in* other shires and 
places of exempt liberties, yet then, by full consent and approbation 
of the Judges, the Warden hath carryed the Executing of all Orders 
and Services of the Courts. 
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The Thirteenth Article. 

Aeraa^kAfor Where by Olden noe man ought to pay for any Chamberi the 
Bates of Warden alloweing Bedd and Bedding, above ij«. iiijd a weeke, he 

^^^"■■'*«^ ezacteih 8*. 10». 13*. 4W. and of 20«. a weeke without Bedding. 

Touching Chambers and Lodgings the Warden leayeih eveiy man 5 
to his eleccon; The Orders of the Prison are, That noe Parlor 
Comoners and Hall Comoners must lye two in a Bedd like Prisoners, 
They of the Parlor at ij«. iiijJ. the weeke, They of the Hall at ziiijdL 

If any such will lye in die Prison then there is noe question of 
their payment nor any more required. 10 

But the missery is this that none there will pay att all, but stand 
upon it that thqr should pay nothing, which is contrary to right, 
to Custome, and to usage; And the Wardens have ever beene paid 
for such who being the most dangerous are still lodged there, And 
untiU iheis fewe yeares there was noe olher place or prison for any 15 
to lodge in. 

An^ 1597.. the Prisoners then Articling agunst ihe Warden Sett 
forth that one Prisoner paid xxz». others xxs. xrs. xis. zs . a weeke 
for Chamber without Bedd. The Warden then made his Answeare to 
the Comittees that he tooke zs. a Chamber and the rest was for 20 
more chambers ihen one, and in respect of Dyett, though they had 
none, but fetched it abroad. 

Soe if Prisoners will haye more ease ihen ordinarie, and a 
Chamber or two for themselves and theirs in the Warden's howse, 
they are by the Orders and Constitutions to Compound with the 25 



. 6 Df. 71, Warden for it, it being the warden's freehould and demyseable. 
'ODiB^in ^^^ ^® Warden hopeth that his freehould Lodgings shall be noe 



6S.I 

Flo. Odm. in , • , 

HiU mad more subject to a meane valuation, then an escape of a Prisoner, 
raasefeMB. g^^^g ^^ howse, or olher dangers by desperate Debtors, unto 

which the Warden is subject by such as lye there; Or the Fleete, 30 
deprived of that whidi other Prisons doe take. Nay which is taken 
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for lodgings in the Towne, For men of quallitie (wliich cheifdy come 
to the Fleete) will lye alone and have good roomcsi as Sir Francis 
Inglefield had three and divers others the like, yet when there 
tume was served would pay noe more then: if ihey had lyen in the 
5 Comon Prison, which is cUrectly contrary to the 10th, 11th, and 
12th Articles of the Constitutions, Ezplayned hy the Judges and 
raUfied hy the Lords of the Councdl, for takeing away all cavills 
betweene the Prisoner and the Warden. 

And it is alsoe warrantable hy Lawe that the Warden may make 

10 the best of his Lodgings within his freehould without contradictio]^ 
yet he taketh onely what former Wardens tooke without inhaunce* 
ing them in any soart* 

But, say the Prisoners, that if the Warden doe lodge Prisoners in 
his freehould (which is none of the Prison) Then those debtors 

15 in Execution are noe more in Execution, but ihe Creditor or the 
Debtor may bring an Escape agunst the Warden, or an AudUa Que* 
rela^ and soe the Prisoner deare himselfe, or the creditor recover 
his debt of the Warden; And that if the Warden doe make it his 
prison Then they are to pay but as if they lay in the Prison. 

20 But to ihe first point, whether they be out of Execution when 
they lye there. It may be considered there was a tyme before the 
Stattute of 1 R. 2 and 7 H. 4 was made, that wheresoever a Prisoner 
in Execution did goe yet he was not out of execution ; Then followed 
the Stattute, That if a prison keeper did sufier his prisoner ad lairgum 

25 t^f the keeper should pay the debt; But it cannot be said that the 
prisoner doih ad Utrgum ire soe long as he is within the walls and 
precinct of the Fleete, where he went before ihe statute was made; 
For as the Tower hath its prison for debton^ and many Castles in 
this kingdome haih a prison within it, Noe man can say that the 

30 prisoner is at large, soe long as he is rither within ihe Tower or 
ihe Castle waUs, And, as every sherriffe of a shire may make his 
prison where he pleaseth within the shire, and the prisoner soe long 
as he goeth not out of the ahire cannot be said to goe at large, Soe 
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the Waiden of the Fleete doth notlett ihe Priaoner goe ftt large aoe 
long as the prisoner is within the walls, rules, or precincts of the 
Prison. Noe more then the Marshall of the King's Bench doth 
Ictt those goe at large which lye out of the prison within the rules 
and precincts of that prison as to liim is allowed and toUerated. 5^ 

And to the second point. That if the Warden doe make the free- 
hould a prison, Then they must pay as if they lay in the Prison, 
that is thus answeared^ tIs.: 

They must not have a Chamber or two Chambers for one prisoner 
and his wife and famelye to keepe howse in, but lye two in a Bedd 10 
like Prisoners, and every Chamber to have a Bedd or two or more 
according to the greatnes of the Chamber, as is used in all Prisons, 
and then the Warden should make the like rate of one Chamber by 
many that lye in it as he doth by one man's lyeing there, and ihe 
prisoners suffer that which they most seek to avoyde, which is bring 15 
pestered in the prison; And then should it not happen their wives 
to be brought a Bedd in their Chambers, a thing both unseemdy 
and intollerable in a prison. 

If when a prisoner bringeth his Ireind, wife, or child to lye in 
his Chamber in the Fleete the Warden should aske money for their 20 
lodgings it would seeme a base thing. Surely it seemeih noe other 
that a prisoner which will pay but the meanest rate of lodging 
should oovett such liberty and thinke to pay noe more then if he 
lay with another prisoner two in a Bedd according to the Orders of 
the Prison. 25 

And if such things be tollerated Then must his Majesty must {$io) 
be sued unto toinlarge and build his prison, as well for die prisoners 
that lye in it; As for their firinds, wives, children, and servants 
which are noe prisoners, yf not then the prisoner is to yeild. the 
warden allowance for havdng ease in the Warden*s freehould ao- 80 
cording as the C'Onstitutions aforesaid doe justly allow; And as the 
Warden hath by Lawe and Custome justified it, when the prisonen 
have sued him for Extortion in this case. 
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For the Warden will BOone joyne inoe witH the Priscmext ihtt 
if they will quitt and remove out of ihe fieehoald they shall not 
pay above the rate, For he may and can lett it to atrangen. 

It haih alaoe beene alledged that the rate of the Chamben 

6 (rented as they be)yeild the Warden a%na88eof benefitt each yeare, 

the contrary whereof doth appeare, for -pnmmetB are not the beet 

payers, and some lye there many yearea and dye without paymng, 

and others lye many yearea and then become InaolTenl. 

To such prisoners as lye two in a Bedd the Warden is to find 
10 them Beddi and for Bedd and Chamber ihey are to pay. 

Whether by Bedd is meant all furniture of Bedding that is to be 

doubted, for it was never put in practise; but as for thoee which 

lye in the Warden's freehould lodgings by agreement he is not 

bound to find ihem Bedd or Bedding except it be so conditioned; 

15 And such will hardlie vouchsafe to lye on the eomon Bedding which 

passeih from man to man; And the Warden can as hardlie buy a new 

Bedd for every new prisoner which cometh, and therefore the 

lodgings of ease were provided for'men of quallitj and not for the 

, meane soarte of prisoners as the accusation would seeme to infene, 

20 And when Mr. Chamberlayne informed against ihe Warden touchiBK 

Chambers All the cheife gentlemen in the Fleete certified under thai 

hands that they held their Chambers by agreement to have a 

Chamber alone to each, and were contented with the rates. 



Dig^tiz^ by 



Google 



86 



THE OBOOKOMT OX* THS FLBKTB. 



The Fourteenth Article. 



ito Where before this tyme ifothiDg was paid for lodgings in the 
i^S^inttw ^"*^^ Wards, he exacteth as if they lay m private Chambers upon 
Comon Wards, his Beding, Yea for the very Dungeon alsoe. 



Answews. 



fiuboppof 
Okncsitory 



That which they call Comon Wards in the Fleete is not exempt 5 
of payment, for the place called the Wards, consisting of siz^great 
Roomes and a court yard, with the Tower Chambers and Bolton's 
Warde, are the King's Anncyent Prison^ and for diy^rs hundred 
yeares men were imprisoned there onely. 

All the rest of the Fleete, Close Garden and yards, with certeyne 10 
Messuages, were given to the Warden in fee by Grand serjeanqr for 
ever, vis^ for keepeing that prison, which is an* Argument that 
the prisoners lay in that prison and paied their -Dutyes for -lyeing 
there; And untill about three score yeares past, when the Accesse of 
prisoners to the Fleete was increased, All the prisoners lay in those 15 
Wards where there is the Baron*s Ward(called soe of Baron Broun* 
fenneU who lay there), the Woemens Ward (of woemen lyeing there), 
the Two Penny Warde (of paying ijd a night), and the Sugars 
Warde (of payeing nothing). And in some of theis Wards within 
the memory of man did other persons of great worih and their 20 
wives and children lye, and paied good rates as if they had lyen 
elswhere. 

Those Wards were furnished with the Warden's Beding, which 
was not afforded without pay, Onely the poore that Bq;ged at the 
Box were exempt from payment if they continued ihemselvea in 25 
the Box Warde, But if not^ Then (as it appeareth by the Constitutions 
for Govemement of the Fleete) they paied somewhat, for the Con- 
stitutions at the Tenth Article hath theis words: 

That if any poore man which beggeth will have more ease then 
for the same is appointed, It shaU be lawful for ihe Warden to 30 
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appoint such ft penon ft Bedd or Chamber, the partie agredni; inth 
the Warden for the same as shall be thought reasonable. 
The same Constitutions further say: 

That if there shall a{ anj tyme ft penon be comitted that is not 

5 able to pay dther Hall or Parlour Comons, nor will be of the Box to 

take the Charity, The Warden shall appoint a Bedd and Chamber for 

such, the partie agreeing wiih ihe Warden for it at his reasonable 

discretion. 

Which points of ihe Constitutions doe make it dearei that all 

10 persons and places are to yield payment, except those simply 
wherein the Beggars lye; and noe man can deny but that the con- 
stitutions made touching fees, Ac (which are oerteyne) doe relate 
onely to the prison; And in fees which are not certeyne they rdate 
to the Warden's freehould, leaveing it to the discretion of the War^ 

15 den how to order or use his fieehould« Like in all prisons there 
is a MidstcTS side or howse for the keeper, where the better soarte 
doe lye at better rates then in tiie Comon prison, soe is the practise 
in the Fleete agreeable to lawe and declaration made by the Judges 
confirmed at Councell Board 37 Elis. as aforesaid. 

20 And the Custome of tiie Fleete is. That if a waightj prisoner for 
debt (of what quallity soeyer) come thither, Which is not able to 
countenraylehis Execution by security for true imprisonment, Then 
he was not to have liberty of the howse, but was put into the said 
Wardes; And noe man will thinke that the Warden should take 

25 charge of such a man without being paied for him. If he should not 
be paid it would foUowe then. That from all otiier prisons in England 
where they take money of the meanest that lye there, They would (as 
]t is now already practized) by meanes of this and other absurd im- 
putations layd on the Warden, remove themselves to thb the King's 

30 Prison (a place most proper for his owne debtors and service for the 
State), thereby to be exempt of charge. Nay, those prisoners that 
have in other prisons been most dangerous for Bouts, Byotts, and 
breach of prison, and tiierefore comitted to Newgate amongst Rogues 
and thieves to be punished, doe already by meanes of this disoord 
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in die Fleete so mach affect the Ubertjes there as they have caused 
themselTes to be removed thither, and doe vindicate liberty tp 
walk and bowie promiscnouslj with the Noblest and men of qnallity 
and will not be restiayned, yea, such as have beene theeves and 
branded men doe without distinction and controU clayme the full 5 
liberty of the whole Fleete, whereof if they be restrayned in the 
prison thqr nojrse and voyce themselves to be kept close prisoners; 
As if the Warden should provide gardens, walkes, and places of 
Becreation for such, Or ells be taxed of Rigor and Severitye where 
indeed it never was permitted to such to have liberie out of thdr 10 
owne wards, until! of latetyme they have gotten it through Clamor 
in ihem, and want of disdplyne in late Wardens, joyned with a 
xealous compasrion towards prisoners who, if they be meeke, hum- 
ble, and needy, ought to be comiserated; But otherwise the toUera- 
tion of such as are Insolent Banckrupts and such as doe infest a 15 
prison is to hurt the c<»non wealth, makdng the Fleete and Ixm- 
I don the receptacle of all the scum of the kingdome; For, though in 

( Christendome there is not a prison of such scope and ymunities as 

the Fleete, yet prisoners would still have more liberty and lesse 
payment; And in the begining of ihis Wardens Interest in the office 20 
some one or two of the dveDest and least waighty prisoners in the . 
^ Wards were permitted to come out and fetch water to dense the 

Wards and to cany them Bread, Beere, and necessaryes. And some- 
tymes those one weeke and others another weeke were ayred, yet 
came not so much as to the chappell to prayers, but had prayers 25 
amongst themselves very strictly and orderly used; to the sermon 
onely th^ came and retomed presentiy to their Warde. 

As for the place called the Dungeon it is noe more dungeon then 
any roome on the floore or ground of the Fleete, or of the aforesaid 
Wards, bdng without descent, onely somewhat stronger retyred or 30 
4m's private, and used for to sett in Stocks, bolts, and Irons such as. are 
^ unruly. It hatii convenient light, Chimn^, and place of Ease, 

where (by report) there lay some tyme a great one Dowager to an 
ymminent person; And for ihat die outrages of Ztfs, Peoi, and 
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Afynon^ with their Confederates, were such as to breake downe the 
inward grates of Iron and the Irons that went round the dore in this 
place, the Warden therefore put the windowe (at which thejr re- 
ceayed Engines) higher out of thdr reach, and made a hole whereby 
5 they which lodged there might take in meate, drink^ &c. And 
the Warden is assured that of all which have beene lodged in this 
Warde not one haih paied him ought, though something be due 
from the meanest whidi doe not begg. 

And in the Tower Chambers, where in lyke manner th^ dayme 

10 priviledge of none payment, it was 30 yeares agoe by the prisoners 
themselves alledged to conteyne 8 Bedsteads^ of whidh the Warden 
made IxidjL by the yeare; By which it appeareth that the prisoners 
then paid soe for that, whereof this Warden should have nothing if 
the prisoners may prevayle; And they will first lye 8 or 4 yeares on 

15 the Warden's Beding and pay him nothing,' when if he put them 
from it they exdayme that the Warden doth make ihem lye on the 
boards, as if the Warden^s Burthen were above all other prison 
keepers to be soe able or Charitable to find Bedds for all men with- 
out being paid for it, yea to find it to such as desire noe better 

20 purchase then to purloyne or sell it as thdr owne when he trusteth 
them with it, wMch is not tollerable in any Inne, Ale-howse, or 
Bame, much lesse in a prison, where ihey must either pay or use 
what they bring with them ; And when the prisoner haUi lyen soe 
long and payed nothing, oweing perhapps, 6, 10, or 201. and 

25 keepeth the Warden from money. It cannot in equi^be sud that if 
thence forward ihe prisoner provide a Bedd for himsdfe therefore 
he shall pay the Warden nothing for his chamber, for perhapps the 
prisoner doth detayne of the Warden's soe much as would buy 6 
or 10 Bedds, By the want whereof the Warden is dampnified more 

30 then he is benefited by the prisoner providdng a Bedd for himselfe. 

Beades if payment be taken away (because ihe prisoner provides 

his owne Bedd) then all will provide thdr owne, and the Warden 

shall find ihem roome and attendance for noihing; And the Warden 

did use to furnish divers prisoners in the Wards and Tower Chamben 

CAMD. 80a K 
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* 

with Beddfl untill they spoyled them; And by degrees used the Bed- 
steeds sometymes for fire in the winter, and at other tymes to 
fortefye the roomes wherdn ihey lay against the Warden and the 
Courts of Justice, and some part to annoy and beate downe the 
Warden's senrants; Upon which occasions ihe Warden tooke away , 6 
his Bedds and Beddsteads for a tyme and left them to lye on Pallett 
Bedds^ if they had any of ihdr owne (as many good men doe 
abroad who are at more liberty) ; In regard whereof the prisoners 
alledge that they lye upon the ground because thdr Bedds lye upon 
the Boards or flowers [m, floors]. "" 10 

And whereas the prisoners have talked and taxed the Warden ' 
about that Eight Bedd Chamber (being indeed the three Tower 
Chambers) it was proved before the Lords (Tomittees at the Fleete, 
that in those Chambers formerly had beene placed above 20 Bedds 
of the Warden's, and Prisoners lodged there to ihe number of 15 
66, But it is alledged that this was on an extremity and while the 
Wards were in mennding, but yet it proveth that it was done, and 
so may be done againe, when the use of the Wards is taken away 
(by being full) that noe more can be placed there. And it provedi 
olsoe that the Warden had Bedds and allowance for mens lyeing 20 
there. ' 



Digitized by 



Google 



THS (BCONOMT OV THE VLEBTB. 91 

The Eifteenih Artiole. 

He ezacteih after thoee higli rates Chamber rents of men Iiaveing ^f|^^7 ^^ 
noe Chambers, but ly&ng abroade by the King's Writt or oiher* chunben not 
wise. haTrfngaiiy. 

fi Some men who be sent to prison, being such whome either the Aatwetie* 
Judge which committeth him is pleased to suffer to goe abroad or 
leaveth it to the discretion of the Warden or to the Custome, doe 
exceedingly prene to lye without the Fleete^ where (within) 
Chambers be alwayes for them. If ihen the Chamber stand empty — 

10 (in the meane while) should not the Warden be allowed for it? A 
landlord will looke for the like, And he that desireih to lye abroad 
never requireth whether there be Chambers in the Fleete emptie 
or full; soe that in his understanding he hath no wrong nor the 
Warden any benefitt, who can compnly lodge more then he hath, 

15 thougb perhapps not soe well as they would. 

The Answeare to such as have noe Chambers is further made in 
the 10th ardde of Accusation, touching prisoners that goe abroad 
on habeas Corpus ; but add here that many men had rather pay for 
two Chambers then lye there a night; and this, some for their quiet 

20 rests sake and some and for tiieir reputacons sake. They must pay 
for their ease. Ergo for lyeing abroad, And the Warden is excepted 
in the stattute of 23^ H. 6 to the end he may shewe ease. 
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The Sixteenth Article. 

^mtion for He exacteth for Djeti whole Comons of men that take none of 
jyj^TtUing his Meate or Drinke, A thing never demaunded before hia tyme. 

The C!oii8titation8 for GoYemement of the Fleete renewed 
S^" Elisabeth are: , ^ 

That noe Prisoner shall buy beere, Ale, wyne^ or other victuall 
ontof thehowse soe long as they may have snffident and good 
provided within the howse, &c. att reasonable pric^ as within 
London (Except the Warden shall give license forany consideraoon 
as to him shall seeme good). 10 

ST^EUsabetA The Constitution 30 Aprill, 1598, was, upon the like complaint 
^' ''* of prisoners as is nowe made, referred from the Lords of the Coun- 

cell to the Cheife Justice of the Comon Pleas, the Queene's learned 
Councell at lawe, &c who explayned the same and certified their 
lordshipps touching the orders or Constitutions according to the 15 
true sence and mcaneing thereof, vis.: that the prisoners shall still 
be reckoned and cast upp as in Comons untiU they have agreed 
witii the Warden for it, And this (amongst others) the Lords of the 
Privy Councell caused to be entred in the Begister of Counsell for 
taketng away all ca veils and ambiguityes in ^me to come, some 20 
one man then paid xxiL per Annum for license to fetch his dyett 
from abroad. 

Soe that upon the sence and explanations of theis Constitutions 
under the great Scale and Register of Councell the Warden doth 
ground himselfe to have power to cast upp his prisoners as in 26 
Comons till he be agreed withall, Or to have Consideration given 
him for license to take it elswhere. 

The Custome in Sir Oeorge Beynell and other Wardens* tymet 
was to give license for consideration, and the prisoners did not or 
could not avoyd it 80 
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And the Warden that now ia justified Umselfe bj verdict at Lawe 
in this point when that was informed by a promoter^ as it was done 
about lodgings alsoe. 

The practise of the Warden alsoe hath beene to compound with 

5 such as would, that they might dresse their meale in the Warden's 
Kitchen, by his Cooke and fyer according to the number of the 
prisoners* company, giyeing (at the most) some 40s. some 30t.some 
20i. a quarter, other some little or nothing, and this for sodi as 
are certeyne Prisoners ihere and not likely to departe. 

10 Those that goe and come and for whome the Warden keepeth 
standing Tables, doe or may take Dyett according as they be within 
or abroad, and doe pay it sometymes in whole and sometymes in 

. part, as at Inns of Chauneerji Ac 

As 'for Sir Fronds InglefeUd being a Prisoner he was often 

15 desired to come to the Dyett provided for him and others, and told 
it should be provided. His answeare was, that the Constitutions and' 
orders aforesaid were gotten by falshood and bribeiy or to the like 
efiect, and that ihe Warden durst not avouch them; And soehe,not 
onely refrayneing the Dyett, but receaving divers of the best prisoners 

20 in the howse to Dyett at his table and takeing money for it, the 
Warden did try the point of Dyett with jSit Fronds, and chaiged 
him with soe much as the halfe at that tyme^ but never chaiged 
any other in that manner^ Sir Fronds alone by thinkeing to hieak^ 
orders was specially urged to keepe them. 

25 The equitie of die Prisoners being in Comons, or agree for hf ii 
pregnant, vis.: 

Threescore yeares agoe the Warden was allowed xs. a we^ for 
a Gentleman's Dyett, when ihe Gentleman of ihe Inns of Court paid 
but zzJ. or ijs. which is an Argument that the Warden was togune 

30 much by the Dyett and the Prisoner suffer in his purse. 

That of the Inns of Court is now increased to vij or viijt. and 
the Wardens is as it was, and the Dyett as good as it was, soe as be 
loosedu 

The Warden's servants (comonly about 40 in number) wbo attend 
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the services and dispatches of the howse, are to be fedd with the 
lemaynes of the ComonSi the poore prisoners releeyed^ the concord 
and the socie^ of the Warden and Prisoners maynetayned, by 
which the Warden can judge of the Prisoners affeccon in Beligion 
in State, [no] to give accompte thereof (if need be) and the fi 
recourse of many unfitting men and woemen is ayoyded. 

A prison is not to be opened at Dynner tyme or supper tyme as 
is the usage of the Tower, King's Bench, Wisbiche, Elye, and all 
great howses of the kingdome; for^ besides the daunger of losse of 
prisoners; goods, pewter, Ac. are conyeyed out, to the Warden's 10 
great charge. 

Mr. MenneU [sic] (that made his complaint before the conuttees 
in theFIecte for yiK. taken of him for halfe Comons) was a Prisoner 
five ycares in the Gentlemen's side, and tooke many prisoners to 
Dyett with him, dressing their meate in the Warden's kitchen. For 15 
which he was asked but yiK. and paied but iiiiK. which is zyis. a 
yeare, and upon it they have taken upp the phrayse of halfe 
Comons. 

To ihose who are poore this Composition is never obtruded^ and 
to die rich at xxviK. per Annum for their dyett some gaine would 20 
arise to the Warden for the reasons above said. 

Kennell cannot justly complayne thereof; For, though the 
referrees allowed the Warden iiij&L per Annum Compomtion, he 
paied none, but of Izxfi. allotted the warden for 9 yeares Dutyes of 
all soartes, there was but IxK. taken, and xU. to be taken, the 25 
Warden remitting the rest at KennelU intreatie and loveing aocorde, 
which Kennell hath since infinnged. 

The Warden hath two speraall wayes to rayse money from the 
Prisoners, which is for their lod^ng and for Uieir Dyett, But they 
evade both in this manner, vis.: 30 

First the Prisoner being comitted the Warden of necesrity must 
lodge and bestowe him somewhere; In which he (the Prisoner) will 
make a fayre shewe and promise of payment, soe that he may have 
a good Chamber to himselfe; but being once possessed thereof for 
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[a] jam or yetic^ lia inU pay nothing, whether heenjojitorbe. 
pat firom H; For all Ae Waxden can do is bat to pat him bom a 
Chamber into the Priaon, and being there he aaith nothing ia dae» 
and aoe coDoareth hia none pa/mcnt. 

6 The other p<nnt toodiing Djett, how able aoever the FiiBoaer i% 
he may or doth pretend that he ia not able to pay for hia Dyeti, and 
therefore he will fetch that from abroad at the Cookeayandperhappa 
feed himaelfe and hia fiunelie in good fiuhiim therewith, finding it 
more convenient to eate and drinke with hia wife and fiundye dien 

10 at the Wardena Comoma. And aoe both wayea the Warden ihall 
have noe benefitt except they compound. Nay, it ia taken aa a 
oomon pracdie that one Priaoner doth take to Dyett many odier 
Prisonera, makdng a liTdihood amongat themaelTea and enjoy the 
Wardena roomca to doe it in, and yet for that roome would pay but 

15 aa if they lue in the Comon Priaon. 

Other Priaonera thorough liberty have meanea to get into their 
lodgings the Warden*a pewter, linnen, Ac aome ateale hia plate, 
intrude into hia Battery and Sitchin, and with such impudencjr uae 
themnelyeB, that if the Warden may not reatrayne them a confuaiaii 

20 ^ill foUowe, and noe ciTell man will undertake the place. 

There ia a weekea Dyett included in all Priaonera feea, and noe 
prisoner ever denyed diie payment thereof, though he nerer came 
to take it; and therefore it ia noe newe thing for men to j^y or 
compound for being oat of Comons, which ehall be aabatantiall)r 

25 proved to have beene accustomed tyme out of mynd. 

The Constitutions which doe j^ve order touching a priaoners 
go^ng abroad by the day doth distingniah payment for befiue 
noone and for aftemoone, whereupon it ia to be inferred that he 
must eate at ihe Priaon; If at the Prison, then surely the Warden 

30 is to provide for hinu 

About 30 yearea past the Prisoners, being in contention with the 
Warden, did (amongst other things) make a Calculation of the 
Dyott then allowed to Prisoners, and what ihe Warden did yearely 
gaine ihereby, whidi waa 380/i. 18t. per annum ; where this Warden 
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IS nowe Boe fiurre from gaineing by die Djetting of Prisonen as he 
looseth someyeaies 3 or 4 hundred Poundes per Annunii as is to be 
made apparent by the booke of Accates therey Soe that the case of 
Dyett is losse to ihe Warden vij or Tiijfi. per annum in regard of 
tymes past, though all men should pay truely ; wherein alsoe there is 6 
hundreds losse every yeare pardy by inhabillity, and partly through 
shifts and contentions of PrisonerSi yet the Warden cannot avoyd 
keepeing a Table for Prisoners because the ffees of entrance doe 
bind him to it beddes the reasons aforesaid. 

And about that tyme certayne comittees appointed to heare the 10 
difierences there (amongst olher thing) did specially certifie that 
the allowance of Dyett was to be increased as tymes made it deere, 
and there is noe way so apt to take away cavelling betweene the 
Warden and Prisoners about this point as diat the prisoner, giveing 
a Consideration to the Warden^ may take the best course he can for 15 
himseUe, Soe it be without annoyeing and pestering ihe Prison with 
his famelie» which connderation if it were once made certeyne 
peace would ensue. 

It would be somewhat pharisagicall for ihe Warden to ennumerate 
how many Prisoners be doih feed and succour in tyme of iheir 20 
ricknes meerely; out of Curtesie, which as it is his christian dutye to 
doe, soe let it be esteemed. 

When ihe Warden came first to attend ihe office he sent par- 
ticulerly unto the Gentlemen ihat were Prisoners in ihe Fleete to 
request ihem to come into comonsi or Dyett of the Warden's pro- 25 
virion; And alsoe published in wiytdng fixed in the Hall and 
parlor of the Fleete, that he would provide generally, for all, and 
the[y] should according to ihe Constitutions of ihe howse pay for it, 
or otherwise redeeme it by makeing some accord with the Warden. 

Whereupon many of them, being guided by ihe true sence of the 80 
Orders of ihe Fleete, eiiher came to ihe Dyet or made some easy con- 
ditions totakeit elswhere, and ihought ihemselves well used; Soe that 
(berides ihe generall rumor made by the fiictions ihere who never 
paid for anything) ihere is noe particular man that can justly com* 
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jUsLjne, Except one for a matter of 40«« or 50«. taken by chance 
and without direction where the Warden meant it not (and yet is 
justifiable in stricktnes of the Orders) because that person might 
hare taken his dyett^ and it was for his owne ease that ho tooke it 
5 not» and thought himselfe happie to be spared^ yet for advantage 
sake he refused to take his money againe when it was offered him. 
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The Seventeenth Article. 



AccoMtnoH 

forympoil- 

tloMTpoa 

niMiteand 

fewelL 



^UUWOftVB* 



Fewea 



He layeth ympositions upon meate and fewell^ and forceth 
prisoners to pay theniy As ijd a joynt, iij«. iiijd. for a load of 
BillettSy Ac. and forceth Prisoners to pay ziji. a Bushell for Char- 
coale, which are to he bought for xijJL a sacke. ^ 

To the point of meate the Answeare is. That the Warden of the 
Fleete was wont to take of each joynt of neate which was dressed 
abroad and brought in, ijd in liew of the benefitt wMch might 
arise to him by the prisoner if he dyetted in the Fleete, as he 
ought, except he agree for it» 10 

Mr. Edward Boohwood haveing long lyen in the Fleete and 
never paied his Fee to the Warden or his Officers, either for his 
meate or lodging, Therefore the Porter and Gaoler of the howse 
would not attend to lett in his meate and drinke untill he had paicd 
them iji. a joynt, soe farre as their Fees of ijf. did amount, which 15 
they leceaved and kept. 

Boohwood informed' upon the Stattute for this, and Mr. Chamber^ 
layne (who likewise informed in another kind) was his witnes 
amongst others. The Warden proved his custome, avoyded them 
in point of lawe, and had a verdict on his dde, though he never 20 
before intended or since tooke any such ymposition upon meate, 
But such as doe not compound for their dyett they doe allowe ijd. 
a joynt for roast and aji. for boyled, to roast and boyle in the 
Warden's kitchin, for avoydeing opening of the gates in Dinner and 
Supper tyme, and this is both reasonable and honest, save theia 25 
which live by other mens losses, and would have a free prison to be 
their freehold for life, because they meane never to lye anywhere 
eUi. 

And as to the ymposition on fewell there is as much and as good 
sold for money in the Fleete as any man can buy abroad by letayley SO 
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And it 18 not meetc that prisoners send in and oat of the Fleete for 
wood soe oft as they please, for the Porter may soe be deceased 
and prisoners escape. Besides Prisoners ought to have noe stowage 
in their chambers for wood or coales by grosse. 

5 6 February, 1617. The Warden published certeyne Articles 
and fixed them on a Table in the 'Fleete, that all things sould there 
should be as good and as cheape as abroad, or ells the seller thereof 
should be excluded the howse. 

If 200 Prisoners (which number is comonly in the Fleete) may 

10 cooke the meate, which they, their wives, children, servants, and 
freinds doe eate (all w^^ doe in number double or trible the 
Prisoners), then every Chamber must be made a kitchin, which is a 
nasty infectious thing in any familie, much more in a prison, able 
to infect a Citty or Kingdome; and it would require much roome 

15 to stack wood and be dangerous for fireing the howse. 

The Chamberlayne of the Fleete hath for many yeares taken 
care of the fewell, that it be such as may stand with the safety of 
the howse (often endangered to be fired if smale or brushwood be 
burnt, or seacole, which is a piercing fire for Chambers or upper 

20roomc8), for which attendance he findeth two men and 3 or 4 
roomes for stowage to keepe it dry, besides yards, which in a prison 
where roome is more scarce then abroad doth meritt that as much 
benefitt should arise to him as to others which sell wood by retayle, 
And it shall ever be justified soe good and cheape as abroad in 

25 that land. 

And as to sale of Chaicoale at excesdve rates, The Warden 
doth Answeare that he never knewe that any was sold or vented 
in the Fleete, untiU that he perceaveth a prisoner (under eollour 
of the Warden's servant to the prisoner's gaine) in the great frost 

30 last, when the Thames was twice froacen over, and wood and coale 
were extreame scarce in the Towne, did onely at that tyme sell 
at unreasonable rates, which the Warden for his part did utteriy 
disavowe and explodd out of the howse. 

And as to the Prisoners they never complayned to ibe Warden 
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thereof but keepe that and other such things in the deck of the 
shipp^ as may perhapps be propper in the Fleete but not honest to 
make so great a ckmour for a Bushell or a sack of charcoales. 

Mr, Foohoood grewe soe thrifty that because the victuallers and 
others of the Fleete should gaine nothing by him he used to hale 5 
upp out of the Btreetes with a Coard his Bread, Beere, and Coales, 
soe long ibat at last there was found in those roomos where he lay, 
swords, staves, wheelers' Axe, &c wherewith they brake upp 
dores and assaulted the Warden and his, Yea he could tell how Jo^ 
send away the feathers of his Bedd in a poake and the Tyke 10 
after it, when he was turned over to another prison, and all to 
bereave the Warden of payment. 

And when his man by his Maister^s appointment and charge 
enformed againt them which sould beere in the Fleete, All the 
prime Gentlemen and others there did testifie under their hands 15 
that they had as much and as good for money as they could have 
abroad. * • 

If a prisoner offer to bring in a cart load of Billett or Faggott, 
the fore gates of the Fleete must be shutt while the back gates are 
opened by one and the same porter (for more then one cannot 20 
be)'and this begetteth daunger and treble. For which reason the 
porter taketh a small Allowance to gett somewhat for being bereft 
of the benefit of retayleing which every hoasteric, Inne, or Alehowse 
haib, where there is noe danger by Escapes or opening of gatesi, And, 
upon this strange and exorbitant point (as it would be made to 25 
seeme) there is not 40^. a yeare gotten, for he that hath money to 
buy a groats worth of iaggotts cannot buy a load. If he send for a 
groats worth abroad the very fetching will cost him somewhat, and 
this treble and charge is avoyded by haveing it in the Fleete by 
retayle as hath ever beene used, And 30 yeares past the prisoners 30 
in their exceptions or complaint against the Warden shewed that 
the Warden gott 409. per ann. by retayle of fewelL 
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The Eighteenth Article.^ 

Where men be whole Tacationa ^htotAhj Habeoi Corpus he- ^^ 
forceih them to pay xxd. a day for outgoeings, th^ Chamber rent, jKpfmTdmmm 
and dyetty horrible exactions nerer had or demanded by former ^^^^^jJ!''''^'^ 
fiWardeni. ^ 



This Article and Allegation ia fake in manner and forme thereof^ 
And for Answeare it is to be considered that those that goe abroad 
by the King's writt are such prisoners as be in Execution for debl^ 
And the writt here intended and meant is the extraordinarie wxitt 

10 ot habeas Corpus grannted by the King's grations &TOur out of his 
Court of Chaunceryi which is obteyned by such Prisoners in 
Execution as are likely to perrish in estate of Land, Evidenoes, or 
person for want of liberty (once in many yeares) to goe into the 
Country for yiew of his Eridence, sale of his Estate, and Compound 

15 with his Creditors, Of which writt (omitting to shewe heore tiie 
good it procureth to the Prisoner and to the Creditor, who often 
concurreih in obteyning it) There shall be onely touched the 
manner of the Warden's usage thereof, which is, that when it 
comcth directed to him the warrant of the writt cometh there* 

20 with most comonly expresring and alwayes intending thai the 
prisoner goeth as the Warden's prisoner and under keepdng^ Att 
perrill of the Warden to pay ibe debt if the prisoner doe escape. 
This prisoner sometymes lyeing and dyeting^ in the Eleeiei and 
sometyme being absent in the country, The question then aiiseth 

25 whether such a prisoner shall pay his dutyes as if he were really in 
the Fleete. 

To which may be answeared that if he be in the Fleete and sa& 
without perrill or extraordinary charge to the Warden he payelh 
his extraordinary dutyes witiiout exceptioui whereby it followeCli 
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ihat being abroad at more bazard to ibe Warden, and reapemg . 
more benefitt to himselfe, he ought to pay rather the more then 
leaae. 

The sizt Article of the Conatitutions saith: 

That if the King or bia Councell (that have power) doe send for 5 
a prisoner out of London, then he (the prisoner) shall pay all 
manner of charges of himselfe and him that keepeth him« 

If it be alledged that while he is out of London he dyetteth not 
with the Warden nor possesseth a Chamber, This likewise^u 
answeared that comonly he lockeih upp his Chamber till his 10 
retorne, if he either esteeme the Chamber or the goods he leayeth 
behind him, Or if he lock it not upp what prgudice is it to a 
prisoner absent if any other lye in it, for whensoerer he retometh 
he is sure the Warden must provide that he have the same or 
another. 15 

But if such a prisoner will conclude and agree with the Warden 
touching such Chamber and all other his duties (of dyetf^for 
which he is to be cast upp as in comons untill he agree for it), And 
for his outgoings otxxd. per diem, which is then as due as any- 
thing ells, andtheiis all (in extremitie) might amount to 30 or 40«. a 20 
weeke. If (I say) the Warden and prisoner agree, as comonly they 
doe before lumd in a moderate fa^ion of 20b. ISs. lOf. 5$. yea 
nothing at all according as the person is of quallitie, and would 
yeild benefitt if he tarryed or breede danger to the Warden by hia 
goeing, who in reason can be against it(?) For noblemen and others 25 
that have beene licensed to lye abroad in Towne or Country have 
firom tyme to tyme by order and allowance of the Privy CounoeU 
paid the Warden reasonable dutyes in regard of dyett, lodjpig, 
and other matters, Soe long as he was answeareable for them. As 
appeareth by infinite preridenta. 30 

As for the newnesse of theis demaunds firom men godng upon 
thels writts it is because the writts (in this Comon fimhion) are new 
and not wanted in other Wardens* tymes, when if perhapps they 
had any it would also appeare that they paied the Warden his 
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duties dureing those writts even as npon auncyent Comon lawe 
writt they did and doe. 

Alsoe by the Constitutions at the 13ib Article, the Warden 
haveing power in himsdfe to take or lett some kind of Prisoners ' 
5 to goe downe into the Country in vacation tyme. He should he 
prejuditiall to himselfe if such men should not pay or compound 
for their duties while they were abroad, For a prisoner is never 
discharged of his Fees and dutyes till he be discharged of his 
imprisonment, And a habe<u Ccrpua doth ratiier worke a Charge 

10 to render him at retomc of the writt then a discharge in the 
Interim. 

And lett the losses of Escapes and Compositions of prisoners at 
under rates in this kind be conridered, And it will be found thai 
it had beene happie for the Warden tiiat noe such writt had beene 

15 granted, They haveing procured to him many suits, payments, and 
losses of more then ever he can gaine thereby, he haveing alreadjr 
paicd for divers escaped and is sued for others, who ' takdng 
advantage of his now questionning will not render themselves 
againe, but leave him to tiie succour of such bonds and securities 

20 as he hath beene ordered to take for his indempnitie^ And with an 
evill conscyence thinke to avoyd those Bonds by Lawe and all pay- 
ments of duties accrewed in tiiree or fower yeares for attendance 
andvictuall in tiie Fleete, And the Warden cannot deny the 
executing of such writt when it is directed to him. Except tiiat 

25 Judge which graunted it doth upon information suspend it. 

And whereas there was wont to be a great expence to the 
Prisoner tiiat goeth abroad by takeing a keeper and providing 
horsmeate and mans-mcate for him. The prisoner who can give 
sufiicient bond (though noe bond be soo sure as to have die 

30 Prisoner in the house) is eased of that keeper and his Chaige, which 
is noe small favour at tiie Warden's perilL 
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The Nineteenth Article. 

iSSwi^o?' Of men haveing the Kings writta to goe abroad about their 
CaToorgoeiiig burinenes, he exacteth of them for his leave, Of come 40t« Sfi. 5lu 
e'lwrltt. ^^^ ^' ^^^ money or other bribes. A daylie trade never done 

by any before, And without yeilding theis fowle exactions they ^ 
are staled and loose their occasions. 

ADsweaie. As to the Warden's exactions in this nature, it is ondy aggre- ^ 

. vated agunst him by such Prisoners who are soe deepdy indebted 
as ihey could gett noe competent sccuritjr for their retome, and 
^ such in whome was perceaved noe purpose to compound or agree 10 
with their Creditors, but endeavoured to slirr suits and trobles in 
ihe Country, whither they intended to goe. For as for leave from 
the Warden, it never was denyed to any whome the Lord Chaun* 
cdlor (being informed) cUd thinke fitt to grant it unto. Ndther 
did the Warden take 40«. ZU. SH lOlL or more or lease of any for 16 
such purpose. Onely sometymes the Suitors for such writts did 
comitt'the petition or motion for it to some Secretary or follower 
with whom they used to agree what they should have for soliciteing 
the same, and soe much they would send them when the business 
was effected, Sometymes by the hands of the Warden's servantOf 20 
sometymes of the Warden himselfe. And at other tymes those not 
acquainted would intreat the Warden to cany and put their petition 
into the hands of some that had accesse to move it, which he divers 
tymes did, and gave them such moneyes as to him was delivered 
for that purpose, wherdn the Warden will appeal to the Consdenoes 25 
of those that did obteyne the Grannts, for they could not be 
ignorant. Soe open and freely did the Warden deale therein 
where he thought good would ensue by such libertye, but with 
others not likdy to do good he would not have intelligence one 
way or other, and soe perhapps they rann a costlier course then SO 
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40$. or 3/J. for Sollicitadon, bat never with the Warden's prmty. 
And he is ready to make oath that himsclfe never appropriated or 
tooke such somes to his owne use. Nay^ that he never moved or 
petitioned the Lord Chauncellor for any writt of Habeas Corpus in. 
5 this kind, save for such poore Beggars as had not meanes to raise 
upp others to speake for them. And when as the prisoners were 
before the Lord Chauncellor, M' of ibe Bolls, Cheife Justices^ 
Sir Edward Cooke and Cheife Baron, Commissioners from the King 
to heare all the prisoners greevances, (amongst others) this was 

lOalledged for one, whereupon the Warden acquainted the Lord 
Chauncellor and deposed that of 36 Writts which his Lordshipp 
had graunted in that terme the Warden had onely 33«. benefiti 
for his owne payncs in oversight, that they were formally done and 
duely dispatched, wherein he was to peruse his owne bookes of 

15 Causes in charge against the Prisoner, and have inspection of the 
quallitie and disposition of the Debtor and Creditor and likelyhood 
to agree and accordingly to informe To the end that the Writt of 
Habeas Corpus might not be abused in idle liberde or defeateing of 
creditors. 

20 And touching bribes taken by the Warden, Some yolnntaiy 
guifts hath beene (post /actum), but noe condition was made whereby 
to pervert right or oppresse the innocent, and therefore it was noe 
exaction, but the truth is the Prisoners here meant to have stuck 
downe a feather and tooke upp a swaiin, for he whicli gave a horse 

25 insinuated soe farr as to gett into the Warden's Debt neare 200Zi. 
for meate, drinke, money, and lodging; he which gave a ring 200K.; 
he which gave a sword 1501L as appcares by bond of the one, 
accompt subscribed of the other, and a judgment for the tlurd. 
The Warden would now bribe them with better guifts to have 

30 it paied, Soe that indeed the Prisoners have made a new, a daylie^ 
and a good trade to gett such Creditt of the Warden when they 
had broke with all others, and he could call out theis by name 
with many whome he haih more or lesse trusted without such 
bribes* But here is the pith and marrowe of the busines, that 
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because the Warden shall not call upon thaa Bebtoia he must be 
made away by stabbing, pistolling, butchering, or some such 
stratagem. 

Nowe to treate a little of ibe begining of theis writts, and of 
the motive whereby the Lord Ghauncellor or keeper doth graunt 6 
them. 

It may first be considered, That untill the first yearo of King 
Kichard the Second, All the Prisoners, though they were in Execu- 
tion, went abroad with a Baston or with a keeper at the discretion^ 
of the Warden. But then an Act was made for their restraint, 10 
After which it being perceayed that this had drawne the prisoners 
to great extremity, Att their humble suite divers comisrions under 
the great scale were from t]rmc to tyme obteyned and directed to 
Commisrioners to call before them Creditors from any part of the 
kingdome and within die prisons of the Fleete and King's Bench, 15 
from whence there is noe remove after a man in execution is qiice 
come thither to treate and compound betweene Debtor and Creditor 
transferring and investing on the Creditor the Debtors Estate, and 
freeing the Debtor out of prison if it were not above such a value. 
V After this in processe of tyme the King's cheife justice of his 20 

Bench, seeing likewise the convenience of a prisoners libcrtie, did 
first by a rule in Court admitt the partie in Execution liberty from 
day to day for many dayes, and at last by Habeoi Carptu from 
tcrme to terme to goe into the countrie. 
^ The Chauncery being the most Imminent Court to releeve men 25 

7 n. 4. that be in extremetyes, hath not often till of late, and in theis 

tymes where in Treasure is soe much exhausted and Comeroe 
weakened, much medled with such writts, though there be sub- 
ordinate to that Courte the Pcttibagg and Comon Pleas for privi- 
lodged men, where many are properly Comittcd in Execution. But 30 
of late yeares the same Court, lookeing upon the desire of prisoners 
on the one side to satisfie their Creditors and the content of Creditors 
to give liberty, and lookeing on some mens incxorablenes to ibeir 
Debtor^ On the fraud and oppression done to prisoners by Feo£^ 
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and freindsin tnut, on the wcaknes of wives and children to nian« 
nage imprisoned mens estates (on the one part) and perfidie in 
wasting and neglecting on the other part» when husbands and 
fathers are surely inclosed and cannot call for jm Accompt, looke-.. 
5 ing upon decay of howscs, wast of Timber, Imploreing Creditors, 
Examining Bayliffi and Stewards, husbands to bury wires. Children 
their parents, Inrentory their goods, take upp and survey their 
Kvidencs and lands, passe fyncs and recoyeryes for sale, and many 
other matters of convenienoe. 

10 The Chauncexy, I say, for theis reasons hath dispensed the ICng's 
grace in such manner As that within thds 3 yeares, whermn there 
hath beene graunted writts to 120 persons, One halfe of them have 
dispatched themselves out of prison to the good content of the 
Creditor, Of which prisoners gon abroad*, if any had dyed as some 

15 others did dye in prison. Then the Creditor had beene pued by his 

Debtor's Carkas snd might have made dice of his bones, which 

good dispatch of the prisoner hath in noe smale measure prevented 

the Warden of many Duties and somes which would have growen* 

Many of the residue of the prisoners were well forward in a 

20 course to give their Creditors like satisfaccon, and had (noe doubt) 
effected it, if some restraints of those writts had not (by the ill 
demeanor of a fcwo persons and misaprehcnsions of jealous Creditors) 
beene suspended. 

For amongst those Creditors which have made voluntary agree- 

25 ment with such as went abroad by habeas Corpus^ who is there 
that hath or doth complayne ? for Volenti non Jit injuria^ And who 
amongst those Creditors to whome their Debtors godng out bj 
habeas Carpui hath not yet given satisfitccon is there that did com- 
playne ? saveing one, who for a very smale trifle (thorough sur* 

30 rcptious getting advantage in Lawe) doth oppresse a poore man of 
forraigne Nation, SchoUcr, Soldier, and Protestant who hath 
nothing in the world to pay or feed upon but what oometh of 
benevolence and ChariUe. 
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One other Creditor complayneth whose Debtor (the prisoner 
being abroad bj habeca Corpus) haih obtejned a thrice better 
Estate then ho had before, inhabling him to pay the Debt if the 
Creditor would either take land, procure a Chapman for it, or 
toUerate his further liberie, And theis two, besides the watch- 5 
fullnes of Majestrates (that lawes already made be not infringed), 
haih brought the writt of habeag Corpus graunted out of the 
Chaunceiy into soe much obloquie as now it is, though both theis 
Prisoners be safely retomed into Cnstodie in the Fleete and-noe 
prejudice hath followed save to the Warden, who is complayned off 10 
on the one side and sued for yiij^K. on the other side. 

Notwithstanding all which his gracious Majesty (the founteyne 
of compasssion to such distressed subjects), wayghing the cases of 
divers men dureing the vacancy of a Chancellor, hath with the 
allowance and subscription of the right honourable If of the Rolls 15 
and Judges att the Comon Lawe (Comisrioners for the Chaun* 
ceiy), graunted the same writt againe to the exceeding comforte of 
the Prisoners and hope of the Creditor's suerties and dependants by 
the good effect which may foUowe. 

The bills of Conformity in the Chauncery were much alike to the 20 
Comissions before remembered, tot both were compuUoxy for the 
Creditor to take, what was ordered and appointed him by the 
Comisaoners or Chauncerie; 

But the writt of habeas Corpus sendeth the Debtor or prisoner 
home to the Creditor without charge of the Creditor, And diere by 25 
snbmisaon on the Debtor's part, by mediation of well disposed 
persons, ndighbours, or aUyes, on the other parte, is procured that 
peace and voluntary act of Charity which the Coactive bills of 
Conformity did not doe, Neither was there any prisoner in England 
Anno 21 Jac. (when the proclamation was made against biUs of 80 
Conformitie in Chauncery), there delivered out of prison who lay 
there for non-conformitie, howsoever Creditors were in dread of 
those bills and weare against those bills for feare thqr might be 
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imprisoned and checked in thdr proflecution of Debtoxs, onely one 
Mr. Apit Lapii or rather rata avU^ Mr. Bee$Ume by name, did gett 
a liberde non conformable to the proclamation. 

The Fleete being the King's prison and an -office of that natore 

5 as scarcely such another is in this Idngdome, Attending all the Conrls 
at Westminster, saving the .King's Bench, hath ever beene allowed 
if not more yet noe lesse priyiledges, preeminencyes, and benefitis 
then other prisons. And therefore may (pleaseing the Saperiors) 
still hould and enjoy (as least equall) with others, For in respect of 

10 the Tenure by Graund Serjeande, which ydldeth warde and marriage 

and injoyneth personall attendance, the rights and profitts are to be 

mainteyned, And the Officer of merritt Cherished^ OreDs the 

King's profit is impayxed when the Wardshipp fidleth. 

The Warden is betweene Silla and Caribdis, soe that either he 

15 most through tiiat Gulfis of Avarice run upon the rock of Tnxpe 
lucrum, or thorough the Syrens allurements of Charity, pitty» /md 
remorse make ship wrack of his owne Estate. 
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Presidents of his Majesties Freiogatiye. 

The King is not xestrayned by any Act or Stattute {rem the 
I B. 8. Actuall Service of his Subjects, For by the Statute of 1 B. 2 by 

which meanes persons are restrayned to imprisonmenti The words 
of the Stattute are, 5 

That the Warden of the Fleete shall not suffer any prisoner 
being comitted by judgment at the suite of the partie to goe out 
of prison by bayle, Mainprise, or Baston, without agreeing with the 
party at whose suite he is there. Except it be by the ESng's writt 
or Commandment. 10 

H. 4* By the Stattute of 7 H. 4 the Wardens of the prisons of the 

Marshalscyi King's Bench, and other prisons are chargeable acoor* 
dingly. By which Act there is reserved in the King's power aj>re^ 
rogative to free men from imprisonment, And as occasion hath 
beene offered the practise of this prerogative hath been con^ually 15 
Exercised, Of which to omitt the raignes of former princes there 
are sundry presidents in the raygne of the late Queene Elizabeth. 
Klls. 4. First in 4® of her raigne she released one I%urland out of the 

Fleete, he being at that tyme in Execution there. 
1588. In 1588 her Majesde by her Privy Scale discharged Thomas 20 

Truuett out of the King's, bdng at that tyme in execution there 
for 2,O0OK. Which TtubhII went presently to Tilbury Campe by 
Comandment of the Earle of Leicester. 

Her Majesty after discharged Sir Ri: Sktjnrilh from the Fleete 
by her royall prerogative. 25 

Nowe whereas there is often tymes mencon of the Orders or 
Constitutions made for the perpetuall Govemement of the Fleete ' 
Anno 3® Elizabeth which was formerly obteyned and witli such 
judgment and circumspection passed the great Scale after con- 
sideraoon was first taken of the old usages and Customes of the 30 
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Flecte: Here therefore (not trobling the reader with thedrcum- 
stances) arc onely sett downe the Articles upon which and the ex- . 
planation thereof, th'one and th'other being corroborated oftentymes * 
by the Lords of the most honorable' Privy Councellboth in his 
5 Majesties ^me and in the begining of the Raigne of Queen Eliza* 
beth (of famous memory) the Warden doth found the ordering and 
govemcment of the Fleete, Especially in the two points of Dyett 
and allowance for his lodgings, being the mayno revennVes by 
which he and the place is supported. 
10 

S"" June, Anno S"" Elizabeth, 1661. 
First that it may be lawfull to the said Warden or hikl« 
Deputie to appoint soo many of the howshould Servants as to 
either of them shall eeeme good to open or shutt the two utter 
15 gates of the Flecte at such howcra as the gates of Ludgate and 
Newgate are accustomed to be opened and shutt and the said 
pci-sons to carry in their hands, halbarts, bills, or any other weapon 
as shall seeme good unto the said Warden or Deputie within his 
Precinct or Libertie. 
20 Item the Warden to take such bond of every person thats. 
shall be brought into the Fleete as Prisoner as shall scemc to him 
reasonable at his discretion and according as the cause shall require. 
As well for the payment of all manner of dutyes there, As alsoe to 
be true Prisoners there, and of good behaviour towards the said 
25 Warden and all others within the said precinct of the Flecte in 
such manner and forme as heretofore hath beene used. 

Item that it is and shall be lawfull to the said Warden and his 8w 
Deputie to take order from tyme to tyme that noe person comdng 
in there doe carry any weapon further then the Porter's lodge 
30 there, be he stranger or other, unlesse he shall be licensed soe to 
doe by the discredon of such as the said Warden shall appoint to 
keepe the gate there. 

Item that noe Prisoner shall buy Beere, Ale, wyne, or any other i. 
victuall out of the said howse, Soe long as he may have suflScient TietasIL 
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and good provided withm the same bowse in such place as shall be - 
there appointed att such reasonable prices as the some be comonlj 
sould for within the Citty of London, Except the Warden shall 
give licence for any Consideration as to him diall seem good. 

5. Item that it may be lawfuU to the Warden to take of CTcry 5 
such Prisoner (as the said Warden may lawfully license to goe 
abroad with his keeper) for the halfe day, that is to say before 
Dinner or after, to the Warden's box fowre pence, and for the whole 
day both before Dynner and after eight pence, And for his keeper 
that shall be with him for the hdfe day six pence, and for the 10 
whole day Twdve poice. 

a. Item and if it diall happen the Queenes Majesty and her honor- 
able howshould to be two myles Distant from the Cittyes of 
London and Westminster or either of them, and that any Prisoner 
shall be sent for by the Councell or any other haveing aucthority to 15 
Comand the said Prisoner to be brought before them. That Jhen 
the said Prisoner diall beare all manner of such charges as shall 
thereunto apperteyne, be it either by water or by land, untill his 
rctome, as well for himselfe as any other that shall be appointed hia 
keeper for the tyme. 20 

7- Item that the said Warden by himselfe or his Deputie Ab1\ and 
may take and carry downe with him into the Country any such 
Prisoner as he may lawfully license to goe abroad with his keeper 
at any tymes betwixt the Termes, Except there diall bo expresse 
Comandment to the Contrarie by such as shall comitt thither. 25 

8. Item that it may be lawfuU for the sud Warden or hia Deputy 
and soe many of his howshould bb shall be thought needfuU to 
keepe watch in harness or otherwise witlun hia precinct att all 
tymes as he shall see cause for his better safeguard if he shall 
suspect any Prisoner within his Custodye to intend to make an SO 
Escape. 

9- Item that it may be lawfuU to and for the said Warden to take 
order at all tymes for such money as AbH be gathered at the Box 
or otherwise generally given to the poore men ibere, for the dia« 
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tribution thereof amongsi ihem if any oontentioii sliall arisei And 
that the said pobre men shall alwayes keepe one key of the Box 
and another key to be at the Warden's appointment. 

Item that it may and shall be lawfull for the Warden, if there la 
5 shall at any tyme happen that any person to be comitted, that shall 
not be able to raaynteyne neither the Parlor Comons nor the hall 
Comons, nor alsoe will take part of the box. That then the Warden I^odglocs. 
may appoint a Bedd and a Chamber for any such convenientlye, 
The parUe agreeing with the Warden for the same at his reason- 

10 able discretion. 

Item that if any that will take part of the box will have more 11. 
ease then for the same is appointed, That then it may be lawfull 
for the Warden to appoint any such person or persons a Bedd or 
Chamber^ the par^ agreeing with the Warden for the same as 

15 shall be thought reasonable. 

Item that the said Warden shall take of every man or woemanil. 
that shall ritt at the Parlor Comons Two diillinga fewer pence 
weekely for his Bedd and Chamber, And for every man and 
woeman that shall sitt at the hall Comons fowerteene pence 

20 weekcIy for his Bedd and Chamber lyeing like prisoners two in a 
Bedd together. 

Item whereas by the auncyent Custome, tyme out of memory of 18L 
man used in the said Fleete, The Warden or his Deputy for the 
tyme being have used and did license such persons as be Prisoners 

25 there (not being upon any Condempnation or by expresse Comand- 
ment given to the contrary by the Councell or such persons as doe 
comitt the said Prisoners diither), to goe abroad about their neoes* 
sary busines or to th^ learned Councell or Such like aflfayres 
with a keeper. Therefore it is and shall be lawfull to the said 

30 Warden and his Deputy for the tyme being To lycense and permitt 
all such persons as be or shall remayne there to goo abroad with a 
safe keeper about his or their needful! bunnes aforesaid, Soe 
alwayes as any such prisoner doe not lye there upon any Con* 
dempnation or that expresse comandmcnt by the Queenes Majestyes 
CAMD. SOa Q 
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Conneell or such persoiui as doe comitt the same Prisoners thither 
be given or prohibited to the contrary thereo£ 

About 23 yeares past certeyne prisoners then mislikeing the 
Customes and usages put in practise by the Warden there^ did 
(even as Mr. ChamJberlayne and Mr. Roohwood now doe) Informe 
against the Warden upon the Statute of 23 H. 6. Wheieupon the ' 
Lords of the Privy Councell tooke the matter to Ck>nrideration and 
ezplayned the sence and meaneing of the Ck>n8titutions as here 
following appeares and put the prisoners to silence. 
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At the Court at WhitehaU the 24th of Aprill, 1598. 

PBS8KKTTHK- 

Lord Keeper Lord North 

Earle Ma^ball Mr. Comptroller 

5 Earlof Nottingliftm Mr. Chaanoellor 

Lord Chamberlayne of the Exchequer 

Whereas Information hath beene exhiUted by Robert Braugk 
against Georgt Beynell^ Esquire, Warden of tfie Fkete, upon 
pretence of some exactions and extortions supposed to be comitted 

10 by him to certeyne Prisoners in ihe Fleete, whereof there hath 
beene complaint alaoe exhibited both to their Lordshipps and in 
the Star Chamber, It pleased their Lordshipps to referre this cause 
to the heareing and examination of the Lord Cheife Justice of the 
Comon Pleas, her Majesties Sollicitor Generall Mr. FraneU Bacon, 

15 and Mr. Bryan Aiulawet JEMqmire. 

Forasmuch as it doth appeare by their Certificate to their Lord- 
shipps tiiat the foresaid Comisdoners did call- before them the 
Informer and some oUiers that followed the information against the 
said Warden, As alsoe one PhilUpp Smith, Prisoner in the Fleete, 

20 who gave the information ready draimc to the said Informer, and 
required of them some proofe and to showe wherein the said 
Warden had comitted Extortion or any way broken the exempU* 
fied Orders, Their Answeare was that they did not ground thdr 
Information upon the Orders, nor that they did proceed against the 

25 Warden for anything done against the said Orders, but their infor- 
mation was for Extortion supposed to be Comitted in takeing of 
severall somes of money wedcely for sheweing ease and &your to 
certeyne Prisoners for their Chambers and lodgings contrary to tho 
Stattuteof23H. 6. 
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The said Comianonen b^ng farther denreoiu to be instructed 
from those of whome the money is allcdged in the Information to 
be taken, in what soart the Warden had dealt with them» and 
whether he had by any meanes indirectly any payment &om them. 
The most and dieifest of them did testifie under their hands, 5 
which alsoe was notefied by the rest, That they neither consented - 
nor were acquainted with the said Information nor any of them 
forced to any payment, But being desireous of more ease and more 
Chambers then the Orders (which bynd them to lye two in a Bedd) 
doe allowe the same, For the most of ihem haveing two Chambers 10 
or more made yoluntary agreement for them, which was verified by 
1/n An$lau>e (one of the said Comisnonen) to have beene ever 
the Custome, and is alsoe in the opinion of all the aforesaid Comis^ .. 
sioners aUowed to the Warden by the true weiace and meaneing of 
the 10th, 11th, and 12th Articles of the said Orders, Soe as by the 15 
opinion of the Lord Cheife Justices and the fest, to whome ihis 
cause was comitted, that there is noe just cause of complunt^against 
the Warden of the Fleete cither for Extortion in takeing of theis 
somes of money mentioned in the Information or for breach of the 
true meaneing of the Orders exemplified in any point. 20 

Upon viewe and consideration of ihe said certificate their Lord- 
shippa comanded the said Informers to be brought before them 
to whome the report of the aforesaid Lord Cheife Justice and the 
rest of the Comissioners being read, they could not deny but that 
they had beene heard by them, nor were able to aUedge any 25 
further matter against the said Warden then they had delivered 
to the Oomisrioners. In regard whereof their Lord^pps, connder- 
ing the courses that had been taken by the sud Smith and others (his 
confederates) against the Warden in very malitions soarte, First 
alledging ihat the Orders Sett downe for the Fees of the Warden 30 
were not of record in the (3hauncery, Then that the hands of 
those honorable personages that subscribed the same were counter- 
feited. And straineing by theis troblesome courses his unjust 
molestation. Their Lordshipps this day have comanded the Inform . 
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mer to suroette, and noe further to proeecute the said informatioiiy 
Whereupon he yeilded. And this iheir Lordduppe Order was by 
their comandment entered (amongst other things) in the Bq;ifiter 
of Gouncell, fte. 
5 Concordat cum Begistro, 

O/Edmokdss. 
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Att the Court at WliithaU the SOtli of Aprill^ 1698. 

PBB8BNTTHX 

Lord ATclibiahop of Canterborjr. 

Lord Keeper Lord Buckhurst 

Edward Marshall Mr. Comptroller. _^ 6 

Lord Admirall Mr. Chaunoellor 

Lord Chamberlayn of the Ezx^hequer. 

Lord North. 

Whereas upon Complaint made nnto us by George Reynett^ 
Eiquire^ Warden of the Fleete^ That he was unjostly molested and 10 
trebled by an informer named Eoberi Brought who Imng instructed 
by one PhUlipp Smithy Prisoner there, and some o&er his adherents, 
exhibited an Information into her Majesties Court of the Exchequer 
upon pretence of Extortion used to the Prisoners. This matter 
being comitted to the heareing and Examination of— 15 

Sir Edmond Andereon^ Lord Cheife Justice of the Comon Pleas. 

Thxmae FUmynget Esquire^ her Majesties Sollidtor. 

Francu Bacon Eequiret one of her Majesties Learned CouncelL 

And Bryan Anslowe, JEsquire, one of her Majesties Gentlemen 
Pentionersy and some tyme Warden of the Fleete. 20 

They did call before them both parties to examyne if the said 
George R^fneU had unduely extorted from any person, or in any- 
thing broken the Orders of that Prison^ exemplified under the great 
seale, By whose certificate to their Lordshipps because it doth 
appeare that they gave full heareing at three severall tymes of all 25 
that could be objected against the said Mr. Beynellf And that they 
could not fynd that he had unlawfiilly extorted nor any way broken 
the exemplified Orders sett downe for that howse, Their Lord- 
shipps enjoyned the said Soberi Brough not to prosecute the said 
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Information nor to troble ihe said Mr. R^fnell for that canao, 
whereunto he did anbmitt himselfe (aa bj their Lordahipp*a Order 
18 to be aeene). 

And whereaa the aaid Comiarionera doe farther certifie lor tho 
6 better explayneing of the exemplified Ordera, tis* 

To the fowerth Article of the Ordera which bindeth ererj 
Prisoner to rictuall himaelfe upon the Wardens provinon nnleasa 
he agre^ with tlie warden to make hia owne provimon, The aaid 
Coroissioners doe thinke meete, for better explanation thereof (bdng 

10 according to the true meaneing of the same). That the priaonen 
ahall still be reckoned and coat upp aa in Comona untill they have - 
agreed with the Warden for it. 

Andlikemaeby the 10th, 11th, and 12th Articles every prisoner 
onght to have hia Bedd of the Wardena provision, to lye two in 

15 a Bedd together, and to pay aa he ahall be either of the parlor or 
hall Comons, or to agree with the Warden if he be of nrither 
Comona. And soe because by ihe 11th Article it is expreased that 
if any Prisoner (though he be of the Box) will have more ease 
then is appointed to him, he muat agree wiih the Warden for it, 

20 It is to be understood by the Ordera, That if any priaoner what* 
soever dedreth more eaae for Bedd or Chamber then the Artides 
allowe, That then they aa well aa the poore prisoners of the Box 
shall agree with the Warden for the aame, Th^ir Lordahippa con- 
sidering their opinion grounded upon the true meaneing and aenoe 

25 of the Orders exemplified, and the Testimony of Mr. Anstawe 
(who waa many yearea Warden there) that the custome hatii ever 
beene aoe, doe thinke meete for better explanation of the same, 
and takeing away all ambiguityea and cavills, that the aforeaud 
Artidea ought to be aoe understood, and ahall &om hencefixrth be 

30 Boe taken and construed, Ac 

Concordat cum Segiatro^ 

C. Edvondii. 
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Whereas Mr. Edmond Chamherlayn$ haih made and ex* 
cited many Gamonn and trebles against the Warden, . 
The occasion between them hath becne as followeth* 

June 16, 1617. When bj Warrant from the Barons of the Exchequer ihe 

Warden seized and took certayne money and Jewells between^ die 5 
valewe of 3 or AOOlu from Mr. George Ldceeier and his then wife, 
formerly the wife of Mr. Bdbington^ Which Ldeeeier being in 
Execution for debt marryed Mre* BahingUm there alsoe in Execn- 
tion, and she found alsoe in arrere to the King's Majesty 46 thow- 
sand pounds, both supposed to keepe an Estate of goods about them 10 
intheFleete. 

Mr. Chamberlayne who had removed himselfe from ihe JQngs 
Bench to the Fleete for his owne ease. And is soe clogged with 
almost threescore severall accons and executions to ihe Tslewe 
of 13 or 14 ihowsand pounds, ihat noe Creditor with reasonable 15 
charges can remove him back, fell into consultation with divers 
factious Prisoners of the Fleete, how much this seizure made by the 
Warden did concerne Chamberlayne himselfe in particuler and all 
the Prisoners in generall; wherefore they endeavoured and plotted 
to take away the money and Jewells from the Warden, whereof he 20 
haveing intelligence sent it out of the Fleete and afterwards into - 
the Court of Exchequer by comand of that Court 

Upon theis occasions and for that Chamberlayne had offered to 
stabb with a knife a gentleman there Prisoner, the Warden tooke 
notice what a Turbulent man Chamberlayne was. And finding both 25 
that his Estate was made over to other men in trust, and that he 
had given noe bond or securitye for his true Imprisonment 
according to ihe Orders of the Prison and yet laye at liberty in the 
Wardens Freehould, yea had two of the Wardens owne lodgings, a 
Studdy and another roome, where his wife, children^ and Servants 30 
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did (as it were) keepe continuall hospitallitie, gameing and die* 
courseing witli others over the Wardens owne Bedd Chamber, Soe as 
the Warden when he came weary home at night could neither take 
his rest nor be private but be overheard by such an enemye in ali> 

5 the busines of the office. Therefore after many moneths suffering the 
Warden himselfe fidrdy praied Mr. Chamberlayne to remove to 
some other chamber, whereto (though he seemed to condiscend) 
yet haveing said to one Sir John Meeres^ knyht^ a Prisoner there, 
that he would keepe it in dispight of the Warden, and to another 

10 (now dead) he said, that he would not lye there but to that end, 
and in <Hvers yeares haveing not pded anything for his lodgings 
and Duties there, but began one while to publish that it was the 
King's free prison, and the Prisoners ought to pay noo Duties, and 
other while they were to pay but ijs. iiijci. a wc^e for lodgings how 

15 many chambers or roomes soever they enjoyed, And that the 
Orders and Constitutions for Govemement of the Fleete were &lce 
and gotten by indirect meanes, but such as they were, they were at 
most but personall and bound noe more prisoners then sudi as were 
in the Fleete 3' Elizabeth, Att which tyme the same were newly 

20 revised and confirmed. And therefore he would shake the fiibrick 
of the prison and those Constitutions; By which meanes Chamber^ 
layne haveing incyted Sir John Whitbrooke^ and many otiiers, to 
say and hold of their lodgings as he had putt in their heads, And 
further to vaunt that by withholding their payments they would 

25 make the Warden to run away, and voyced it that he was then 
already soe farr indebted as he would soon be gon, Upon this and 
such like rumours there followed a generall defection of payments 
by the Prisoners and a confederacy to oppose the Warden by all 
meanes they could. The Warden being thereof very sendble both 

SOconcemeing himselfe and the govemement there, after some 
monetiis that he perceavcd noe accord could be had, he agune 
dealt more seriously with Cliamberlane to leave tiioee lodgpbgs and 
to make choyce of any other in the howse, yea wished [him] to doe 
it quickly while lodgings were empty. 
CAHD. BOO. B 
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1^7. Each tyme from the 16th of October, untill the 23th of the 

samei wryteing downe the messages by those that deliTered them, 
and never soe much as mencdning any demaond of payment, 
that not being soe much the Warden's drift as to have quiett in 
his owne roomes, But Mr. Chamberlaj/ne answeaxed uncerteynely 5 
and at other tymes negatively, And when the fayrest Chambers in 
the howse are taken upp by others he then (too late) made meanes 
to the Lord Cheife Justice, whom the Warden attended and fully 
satisfied him touching his proceedings. But Mr. Chamberlayne still 
aspireing to the very best lodjpngs (whidi were two and three one 10 
within another) where great persons used to lye, and where the 
Warden never used to lodge men of suncken Estates, Especially 
without bonds given. And peroeaveing that he was a man of that 
prowde Condicon, thought not fitt to beare his pride and danger 
any longer. Wherefore feardng some defeature in putting him out l'^ 
of his lodgpngs in the day ty me^ Aswell because tiien in the Terme 
tymo, the Warden and his servants must all day be abroad about 
their attendancs, And the Prisoners with tiidr Servants being 
many hundreds, were all day within the Fleete, He (tiie Warden) 
about 8 a'dock at night when the severall precincts of the prison 20 
were locked and much Company avoydcd and Mr. Chamberlayne^B 
¥rife not tliere, sent to Chamberlatfne to pray him to come downe 
and speake with him, but he refused to come. Then tiie Warden 
sent him word it was about avoyddng tiie Chamber. 

Then Mr. Chamherlajfne locking and bolting his dore went to 25 
Bedd, and when the Warden sent word that if he would not ydld 
the Chamber the dore should be broken open. Then he said, That 
he was in 6od*s peace and the King's in his Chamber, which was 
his castie, and he could not be put out but by spedall warrant. 

But the Warden (weU knoweing tiiat if nowe he suflfered tiie 30 
repulse it would be taken as a president, and further being informed 
how comon a thing this had beene in other Wardens' tymes) Bidd 
his servants breake open the dore, who (littie thinkeing and lesse 
provideing for such remstance) tooke a small fire forke from the 
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WardenV chlmnej to wrench open the dore, and throstinge it 
betweene the dore and dore poet (soe as if Mr. ChamberUiqfru had 
stood in the way it could not touch him), yet untouched and before 
the dore was opened, he, to rayse the intended mutiny, cryed out at^ 
5 thewindowe, Murther, Murther; Arme, Gentlemen^ IthaUbe kiUed 
in my Chamber by the Warden. 

. ^ But the Warden satiified all the howae with present answeaie 
that there was nothing to be done, but dther Chamberlajfne to goe 
or to be carryed to another chamber. 

10 After which the Warden's Servants opened the dore by force, 
and both they and many of the prisoners did perswade Mr. 
Chamberlayne to goe to another chamber in the same gallery where 
one Sir Henry ShugMby had lyen, and where two yeares together 
Mr. Chamberlayne himselfe had formerly Uyen in the other 

15 Wardens tymes and had made a Studdy in it and paied 8s. a weeke 
for it, and sometymes for it and another xvis. 

This Chamber was dressed and a fyer made, onely it tarryed for 
Mr. Chamberlayne^ 8 bedding, which when he would not suffer it to 
come, ihe Warden's senrants and others prayed him to putt on his 

20 cloathes, for his Bedd should be carryed away, but he .would not. 
The Bedd being carryed he wilfully stood in his Shirt and would 
not suffer ihem to put his gowne about him, whereof the Warden 
being informed and to prevent his wilfull hurt at such a tyme 
caused his gowne to be put on and he therein carryed to his former 

25 Chamber, where was alsoe wyne and Attendance to comfort him at 
the Warden's cost, and though he fiugned to be brused in the 
carryage, yet he fedd next day at Dynner upon ordinary dyetts and 
would not languish or dye within a yeare and a day to hang the 
Warden, but liveth to make a very witty collection of theis 19 

30 Articles and tiiereby to hang the Warden if Comon Bayle or 
knights of the Posts oathes may be taken, with whome many 
there have very good Intelligence. 

When he was removed order was taken that his owne man and a 
servant of the Wardens should tarry with his goods untill the next 
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daye, that Chamberlayne might either beatowe them into that one 
Chamber where he was or elsewhere. 

Now the Warden haveing first borne with great patience his 
pride and haughtines from the 16th of May, 1617, to the 23th of 
October foUoweing, and then after his non payment, hb menaces 5 
soe hateful! and his Conspiracyes untill the xijth of February 
foUoweing, he then did appoint him to leave that chamber and to 
lye in the Comon Prison, for as on the one nde Mr. Chamberlajfne 
endeavoured to maynteync the old rights of the Prison, Soe the 
Warden differed not upon that point bnt yeilded to it, ondy 10 
Chaniberlcyne^ Seduceing all the prisoners to possesse the Wardens 
howse^ which was built within these 40, 50, and 60 yeares. As if 
{ah origine) it were the Prison, which is of 500 yeares Standing, 
Therefore it was the Warden's part aswell to raaynteyne the free* 
hould of the Fleete, as Mr. Chamberlayne doth lye in Prison to 15 
preserve his Freehould in Gloucestershire to .discend on his issue, 
makeing creditors suffer in the mesne tyme. . 

And because that Mr. Chamberlayne sett on foote a Gavell, That 
soe long as a Prisoner lay upon his owne Bedd ho neither was to 
pay ought, ndther could the Warden place another with him to 20 
lye two in a Bedd according to the Orders of the Prison, Therefore 
the Warden sent to Mr. Chamberlayne a good Featherbedd, Bolster, 
Covering, Blancketts, Ac. to lye upon (as appeares under good 
Teste), Which Bedding he threwe out of the dore of the Prison 
into ^e yard, where some Prisoners layeing hould of it tooke and 25 
kept it from the Warden^ and therefore the Warden keeping 
ChamberlayneU he presently provided other. 

But while Cliamherlayne was there in the Comon Wards of the 
Prison (where many better men every way have layen), he practized 
and laboured in tbeis fowle Plotts, Evident Testimonyes of the 30 
Canker that was groweing, and thereby proved that the Wardens 
Judgement was not misledd before thorough idle surmise (For 
Chamberlayne did fetch certqrne Kecords out of the Tower and 
perswaded the poore Prisoners thereby that the Warden had coa- 
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soncd tliem of Ixix/t. p' Ann. which was to he paied to them out of 
the King's CuBtomes, wherehy he drewo the Warden to such hatred 
OS the Prisoners did divers tymes Muteny against the Warden. 
And not contented with this Chamherlayne complajned of it 
5 further before the Comissioners as a most fowie deed 4>f the Wardens, 
who with one word avoyded it and had made him and others blush 
if it had beene possible. 

He scandalized the Warden as a Banckrupt, and that he would 
run away, and therefore perswaded the Prisoners to hould together 
10 against the Warden to the end he should haye no command there. 
By which meanes the Porter of the Fleete was stabbed, ftc. 

He consulted with others to take away the keyes from the two 
Porters and to tume them and the Wardens company out, And 
' after consultation it was resolved that it was easy to be don. 
15 He and Sir John WhiAroohe joyned together, and to make their 
faction the greater did possesse themselves of the Box of money 
gathered for the poore to dispose it to ihemi untill the Warden willi 
some labour gott it from the said Chamberlayn^, Ac 

Theis all| with Axes, hatchetts, Swords, staves, Baaketts of stones, 
20 &c. brake open all the dores of the wards and Tower Chamber, 
Assaulted the Warden and his Servants. 

They encouraged Whiibrooke to kill the Warden, as before is 
declared. 
They provoked and hired the Prisoners to rayle at the Warden, 
25 praysed them for soe doeing, and wished them. to stirr and sett on 
foote Complaynts against him, that by multitude they might over- 
come. 

And other matters more fowle then theis are already proved 
against Mr. Chamberlayne touching killing the Warden, and other 
30 fowle Conspiracyes, which is matter on record, and therefore here 
omitted. 

Whereupon the warden thought good to remove Chawberlayne 
to another place of the prison, which was upp a payre of stayies by 
the Chappdl; but he being in the Chappell did [sjtrive and renst 
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and would not goe npp. though the Warden sent 8ome to perswade 
and move him diereto. . 

Hereupon hand Irons were put on him about a quarter of an 
hower to keepe him from striveing, but it avayled not, soe as they 
were taken off agan. 6 

Then two Porters were brought to carry him upp, whome by 
thretts he deterred from doeing it, Soe he Uy in the Chappell till 
of his owne mynde he went upp to the Chamber where he lodged, 
with Bedstead, Gurteynes, and Traverses, many moneths;;^ And 
with a fell mynd of revenge drewe his Chamber fellowes to thretten 10 
to bynd, whip, and hang their keeper when he came amongst them, 
Soe that the keeper yeilded upp the keyes of the prison into the 
Wardens hands, and would noe more attend them. 

They therefore fortified the roomes, got chissells and hammers, 
with which they cutt and tore in sunder the Stones of the dores 15 
and the locks and bolt holes, soe as the dores could not be locked 
and shutt. And Cliamberlayne was told by them that did it that he 
was a setter on thereof. Whereupon the warden was inforced to 
surprize that place, and by strength of his servants to remove the 
Prisoners untill the locks and dores were mended, 20 

At which surprize one of the wardens servants was knockt downc 
and sore hurt, But the wardens care and direction was that noe 
Prisoner should be hurt. 

Chamberlayne hath beene heard touching theis matters, and 
comanded to pay his Duties at thds severall tymes, viz. 25 

1- Before the Lord Cheife Baron at large. 

8. Before the Lord Cheife Justice and Master of the BoHs. 

8. Before Sir Edward Cooker Master of the Bolls, and the King's 
SoUicitor, 

4. Before the honourable Mr. Treasurer and Mr. Comptroller of the 30 
King's howshould, Sir Edward Cooie^ and Master of the Bolls. 

^- Before the Lord Chauncellor aloane. 

«. Before the Lord Chauncellor, the two Cheife Justices, Sit Ed* 
ward Cookef Chdfe Baron, Ac* 
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Mr. Chatnherlayne informed on the Stottute and was non inite 7. 
upon Evidence in the Court of Exchequer. 

There was at receaveing the Communion, some recondliiacon Fbbb isaoi 
betweeoe the Warden and ChamberlayMf wlio againe desired a 

6 good chamber aloane to himselfe, gtyeing faith to deale and pay 
like a gentleman; But he hj there Tenne moneths and would pay 
nothingi therefore was removed upon the next occadon when the 
howse was extreame full, yet in six yeares the Warden or Waidens 
could never gett a penny for his lodging, ffees and dutyes* 

10 The warden was ready to receave any money upon Accompt and 
sent an acquittance to that purpose ui\till further conaderation were 
had. 

The Lord Chauncellors did referre the conaderadon of Chancer* 
laynes Duties to be had by a Master of the Chauncexy, But Mr. 

16 Chamberlaym refused the referrence though he were brought 
thither unto the Master of the Ghauncery. 

All which alledged against Mr. Chamberlayn$ doth and shall 
appeare upon good Evidence, both on record in Starrchamber 
and elswheie. 

20 Wherefore the warden appealeth to the judgment of all hearers, 
whether he could have done more or lesse to such a man of whome 
his whole countrymen and neighbourhood can witnes if need be. 
And if Chamberlayne^s first assertions be untrue as indeed they are 
most false, why should he not receave condigne punishment, which 

25 did not desist in tumultuous behaviour when he was convinced by 
Lawe, neither when he was comanded by those honourable and - 
worthyes, who have heard the busines from tyme totyme, buthaih 
soe farre inristed as (if he report truely) he hath spent 300K, in the 
pursueing of the Warden, which money were better in his CrecUtois 

30 purses then where it is ? . 
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There is alsbe a Subtle Accusation made against the War- 
den by one that merrited worse usage at the Wardens 
hands, vix.: 

Mr.liooh- One Edward Bookwood^ E»guire^ who removed himselfe from 

^^^ the King's Bench to the Fleete for ease, and being a piisoher in 6 

Execution for great somes, denred to have two of the best lodgings, 
which he enjoyed for a fortnight. But when he was to be agreed 
withall touching the payment for them, he refused them as too 
deare at ▼]#• yu]d. a peece weekely. 

. Therefore he was removed into the Checker Chamber (A Prison 10 
proper for Debtors to the King), and lay there two weekes, but 
becoming factious and giveing the Warden noe bond for4rue im- 
prisonment fees, &C. he was putt into the Tower Chamber the 
28th of November. 

Upon the 22th of November he came and shewed money to the 15 
Warden and tould it out» but would not pay it upon an Accompt, but 
that the Warden should conclude himsdfe to take idixs. for his fee 
and lodging when there was much more due, Whereupon for want 
of money and bond the Warden did not provide Bedd, &c. for him 
any longer, but lefl it to himselfe. 20 

The Wardens Servants b^g informed that out of that Checkquer 
Chamber Eookwood tooke away Bedd doathes that were another 
Prisoners and carryed them into the Tower Chamber, gave occasion 
of takeing away those upper Bedd doathes from Bookwood in the 
Tower Chamber, and of his Clamor that his Bedd cloathes were 25 
taken from him, A thing unknowne to the Warden, yet justly 
done, where he practiseing to seduce (amongst others) one Doume$ 
to change religion proffessing power to forgive rinnes, Daumes his 
wife complayned thereof both to the Warden and others. 
There alsoe (amongst others) he drewe upp divers tlungs att the 30 
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windowes with a coarde, Soe as they had gotten a wheden Axe* 
Sword, Staves, Ac. and a practize was sett on foote to breake the 
prison, whereof the Warden takdng knowledge removed Roohoood 
into the Boltons wards the xiiijth of May, 1618, where he continued 

5 till the 2nd of June, 1618, and then was removed into the place 
called the wards or nx wardes. 

There he conspired wiih the rest to surprize the Wardeo and 
Officers and to putt them into the strongest wards or prison, and 
many other dangerous matters, And for more orderly prosecution 

10 thereof he named one Peck to be Cng, and a Duke of Torke and 
Lancaster was designed, and white and redd roses of home brought 
for to make the favourers of each to be knowne, and picklocks 
were provided from Newgate by one John A bell, who brought 
them to Edward Roohoood, which he concealed from the Warden 

15 untill it was revealed by others, And then R4H>hwood to coUour the 

matter said that he did informe the Lord Cheife Justice thereof, 

which might be perhapps after the Warden had already prevented it. 

The 10th of July, Whi&roohe^ one of the conspirators, yssued 

out with a hammer and a stilletto and wounded the Warden (as is 

20 often before repeated), wherefore Bophwood reproved WJMroMe 
wcake execution of the purpose, and sud he should have carryed a 
Pistoll, and that would have made sure worke* 

Then all the dores of the wards being broken open, and the 
Tower Chamber Prisoners comeing downe Armed and assaulting 

25 the Warden, great tumult was in the howse {Boohwood still an 
Abettor), And when Mynore divers tymes fortefied the prison and 
endangered and trebled the howse, Rookwood still gave encourage- 
ment, And haveing (as the Warden was often informed) divers of 
his owno sect repayreing often to him, the Warden putt him into 

30 Boultons Wards and looked the more strictly to lum^ As by his 

Majesties expresse comand 22 November, 1619, Order was given 

to keepe stndte such prisoners as were Becusants and came not to 

Churclu 

And another reason of strickt lookeing to him was, for that Ho 

CAUD. 800. ■ 
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made many attempts to speake and conferre with one I^rask^ % ' 
dangerous and close Prisoner neare his lodgings. 

On the 30th of November, i618| Rookwood complayned to the 
Lords of the Councell at Whitehall, where the Warden did answearo 
it, And jRoohwooffs sonne (repljeing for his fiither) The Lords 6 
ordered Rookwood to pay 15K. to the Warden, and thereupon the 
Warden to let him have a chamber. 

And 2^ December, 1618, a Reference at Councell Board was 
made to the honourable Mr. Treasurer and Mr. Comptroller of his 
Majesties howsehould. Master of the Soils, and Sir Edward Cooks, 10 
and they heard this manns complaint {inter alia) att the Fleete 
afterwards, and understood the reasons of the Warden's doeings. 

Rookwood being pressed to come to Church came thither onely 
once in the morning at sermon, and there without any reyerence 
seemed to lowse himselfe by buttomng and unbuttoning his doathes 16 
and pulling of Hce out of his bosome, to the ,great offence of the 
people there, and never came thither before or after that day. 

At last by often circumspection concemeing Rookwoods his 
malice to Beligion and State, was discovered in Thrask booke. And 
the 31th of December, 1618, for his intelligence with Thrask and 20 
other reports, &e. was committed dose prisoner and putt into a 
Chamber aloane for that night. 

The next day to another chamber that was made ready for him, 
where in the tyme of his being made dose prisoner he attempted 
to seduce the Warden's man (his keeper) to be Papist, offering him 25 
SOOli. and his daughter in marriage if he would convert. And when 
this served not he called out at his windowes and said he was 
starved, though he abounded with meate at the Warden's charge, 
as is before declared. 

The 20th of Aprill, 1619, being discharged of his close Imprison- 30 
roent and refusing to pay for his Chamber and dyett which the 
Warden had found him about 16 weeks, with a keeper to attend 
him, he was put into the comon gaole againe. 

The 10th of May, 1619, he made meanes to have a chamber 
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aloAne and promiaed to give flaiisfiusocm far it and fi>r lib former 
debl» But when lie liad Ijen S weekes he offered ondj to pay for 
that tjme what the Warden duat take, and would not agree to 
anything, neither for that tjme not for hU fimner djet ex Lodging 
6 while he was eloee. 

The Slit of May becaiue the priaon was fbll he was put into a 
chamber of less^ expense, yet paid nothing, ondy talked of money 
and would pay none, Excqpt the Warden would take ondy k$» 
for dyett which he had the hist weeke and give Aoqoittanoe under 

10 his hand, wherewith Roolewood meant to have ayoyded ^ substance 
or shewe in any man's understanding) the payment of the former 
somes due by takeing an Acquittance for the last 'before he had 
paled the first, and therefore the Warden would not ngne the 
Acquittance and is yet without the money* . 

15 The 30th of June, 1619, put sgaine into the Tower Chamber 
where NUholoM Bookwood his sonne laye, who conspireing wiih 
others, they with chissells and malletts cutt in sunder the stone- 
works and holdes of the dores where they were locked and bolted, 
and grewe soe insolent, thretning their keeper to bynd, kill, hang, 

20 ^* and making way to the outer dores of the prison, as is before 
declared. 

Whereupon the Warden sent upp his servants to take and serer 
them perforce, where BootwoodTs sonne had a SUIletto and otheis a 
piked staffe and &ggott sticks, woundbg one of the Warden'a 

25 servants. 

While they had hold of the sonne to bring him away, Edward- 
Bookwood (the Father) being in Bedd did arise and came running 
after in his shirt to helpe his sonne, Upon whidi when the serrants 
had wished him to put on his doathes (which he refused to doe), 

30 They took him alsoe in his diirt and sent his doathes after him, and 
he waa put into the wardea and hia Beding aent to him aoe aoon aa 
might be. And being in hia Chamber there he waa yeiy pleaaant, 
tayeing in a laughing manner he waa brought aafely and carefully to 
hia great eaae and had good Beding and a Bedstead to lyeupom 
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In the moncth of July they shutt out 30 of their fellowe Prisonen 
and some 10 or 11 of them (the Roohwoods h&ng cheife)with 
WhUbrooke and Boughion kept it 8oe some dayes. The Warden 
thought restraint of Tictuall would have made them yeild, hut gave 
oyer that course because they had much Tictuall in store. And not 6 
onely other prisoners victualed them. But alsoe upon a Bumor that 
Catholiques were oppressed in the Fleete there was much the more 
victuall, bread, and money given to them' that begged at the box, 
Soe that at ycilding one man sent out two dozen of bread away. 
Roohoood the Father and some others had meanes to victuall all 10 
the rest and did it through a hole of the dore where they lay. 

A Seijeant at Armes with his Mace was sent with a warrant 
from the Lord Chancellor to comand them to open the prison dores: 
they reviled and rejected the Seijeant and the Alderman's Deputy ~ 
and Qpnstables altogether, and would by noe meanes yeild, 16 

Then this was questioned before the CopnceU att Somersett 
Howse, iheire Lordshipps sitting ihere of purpose divers tymes^ and 
the Warden cleared himselfe. 

Their Lordshipps sent Sir Clement Edmonds with a warrant to 
comand the Prisoners to open the dores or elb a prodamacon to be 20 
made against them, who after some dispute ydlded and came forth, 
And yet againe soe soone as ever the Warden was out of Towne 
they for efied the wards againe. 

And then upon a complaint ificAo/os iZooAt^oocI was convented 
before the Lords of the Privy Counce!'. ^ Whitehall, and sent to 25 
Newgate Uth August 1618, and soe had Edward the Father if the 
great debts and executions which are upon him had not moved 
the Lords to forbeare it, which debts are soe sure a doalce of Booh- 
tDOO€r» Becusancy and other fowle speeches against the comon 
wealth as that he dareth more then becometh a good Subject. SO 

The 18th of September, 16 19, he agreed to pay for a chamber 
and to take his dyett and when he had run more in debt about 
HZi. he would pay but 5li. and gott himselfe removed to the Kingfa 
Bench. Since which tyme he came againe, and upon his promise 
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to pay haih a chamber to himseire, bat payeth neither ould or new 

debt. 

In every Act touching generall breadi of {nriaon, killing the 

Warden y undcrmyneing Beligion, and Senrictf to be done by the 
6 Warden, Booheood haih beene a confederate and an Actor beyond 

that whidi any man would thinke. And therefore if his eyill carriage 

hath been the cause of straite handleingt the Warden hath therdn 

done good service in opposeing rather then favouring \im^ and he 

and Mr. Chamberlayne are the onely two who necessarily were in 
10 thdr shirts carryed to other lodgings and might have avoyded it if 

they would have put on their doathes. 

And Rockwood hath alsoe confessed before witnesses while thus 

complaints of ihe Prisoners were in consideration that thqf were 

things of little truth and moment. 
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AboiitJii]l7» 
1618. 



George Lee complained about three yeares past unto 
the Lords of the Friyy Councell to the effect as 
now he doth. 



OompUint 

1. That Z€« hath given 
bond for true im- 
proTement 5 years 
past 



3. Paid aU fees of a 
Gentleman. 

3. Demeaned himflelfe 
honestly and con- 
tinued in all pay- 
ments. 



4. The warden with 
crueltie doth exact. 



ABswMia. 

He gave bond to the othe Warden (not 
to this) Anno 16139 he broke that bond by ^ 
many fowie abuses, upon whicb ihe other 
Warden put him dose for the most part 
in the Comon Gaolci where this Warden 
found him, yet after much counsell and 
perswasion he let him have a fiiyre lodging ^^ 
. and liberty without money or Condicon. 

Though he paid his fees at firsts it is 
noe warrant to be irreguler erer after. 



{ 



, Detayneth his 
Bedd. 



His demeanor then was bad, and now ^ ^^ 
. worse, his payments none at all^ his meanes 
good, but spent in Byott 

i The warden hath oflEred that if he can 
give security for the good behaviour he 
shall have liberty of the howse, Or if he 20 
cannot giye security, then if he will retome 
to other prisons whence he came and 
where he haih beene pimished for like 
demeanor, the Warden will not exact any 
fees or dutyes, but what any indifFrent 26 
man shall thinke reasonable. 

The Warden never detayned his Bedd 
nor anything dls of his, for he enjoyeth 

alL 
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6. Locked lum npp 
Close prisoner fiye^ 
5 moneihfl* 



liim into a loatliiome 
dungeon, thorough 
10 which all sewers doe 
Tun. 



OompUfait Answwn. 

Though he aUedgeih to have beene 
kept upp Qoae prisoner 6 moneths, he 
hath had the use of six large roomes and a 
Court yard, and gon fordi .to drinke with 
and accompany his frauds. 
7. And of late cast /^ His last restnunt is in a large but strong 

roome, which is noe otherwise then as 
any roome in the howse which is next 
the ground, and hath noe seweri but ondy 
a necessary vault to itselfe. 

m J ^ m. • I It is as free from Froggs and Toades as 
or ToadesnotChns* y . , •^^ 

^ I any other place, 

tianmen. } ^ *^ 

15 9* Denyelh him Pan r He hath not beene denyed but used 
or Coales for his< coales at his willi or faggotts in die 
healih. I chimney there. 



Beasons of his latter and more restraint. 

1. He was a prisoner in Execution and debt in the Fleete tat 
20 xiijcZt. The Danger whereof the Warden might not beare or give 

him liberty in respect he hod abused Indies and other Prisoners in 
their Lodgings and the Warden's &milie. 

2. He was often outragious drunck and a busy Agent in all stirres 
and quarrellsi A libeller and traducer of all men night and day* 

25 when they have gone about to goveme him, dispersed his libells of 
the Warden. 

3. He did stabb the Warden's Servanti and when dyring men have 
required the Warden to putt knights and others to silence for wyndng 
homes, he hath insisted, fortefied his chamber against the Warden, 

30 abetted others, till rescue from abroad armed have come inn fi>r 
the Warden's safety. 

4. Bisdng at midnight in his distempers he hath called upon ihe 
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neighboun sayeingy Marther, Murther, Rise, Armei we are starved, 
yet he abounded with yictualb and store in salt as if he kept howse, 
keepeing therewith strumpetts, Ae. 

6. He broke downe the windowes and Iron grates of the Prison, 
and never ceased cloying and stoping the locks of the Prison dores 6 
that they could neither be opened nor diutt, which caused the 
Warden to chune him to the stocks. 

6. He did fortefie the place in Bolton's Wards where he was kept 
that noe man could come at him, and offered to stabb his fellowe 
Prisoner if he opened the dore, and he wrott to Sir John Whit-^ 10 
brooke and Mr. Ckamberlayne that they would confirme warre [nc] 
who laye in that roome, that they might keepe the prison shuti 
against the Warden. 

7. He being a Recusant noated prayer and Sermon tyme, and then 
drumed on the dore soe as divine Service could not proceed. 15 

8. He had provided sawes, hatchetts, and other tooles^into the 
Prison and delivered them to other Prisoners that mayneteyned a 
hold against the Warden in the Fleete, and perswaded them to 
sawei asunder the ^rmber of the prison therewith. 

9. When the Warden roade into thecountry he endeavoured to st]rr*20 
mutynies, reporting the Warden was run away, and durst not come 
againe but by stealth. 

10. He said. That soe often as the Gaoler did lock the prison dores, 
he would ramm the lock (iill of stones, for in despite of the Warden he 
would not be lockt in. And this he hath said and done often 25 
tymes. 

11. He perswaded the prisoners to trayne the Porter of the 
Fleete's wife by polli<7 within their reach, and keepe possesrion of 
her and the prison dores untill their owne wives might come and 
dwell with them. 30 

12. He did wiih most brutish and uncouth speeches (not to be 
named) rayle on the Warden, and professed he would sweare any- 
thing (how fidse soever) that would hurt or hang any man to 
whome he bare mallioe* 

18. He did incourage all the mutineis in the Wards of the 86 
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prison to oppose ihemsdyes agunst the Warden and govemement 

in the wards, to cause Miirther, and consulted with other prisoners 

^to kill the Warden and to gett a Pardon, And that the Prisoners 

'should hold together and hreake downe the back windowes. 

' 5 14. He sud that he would frame an IndictnLeni and hang the 

Warden for concealeing a filthy busines touching one Cras^eUd a 

Prisoner whereof the Warden knewe nothing but by Leu owne 

barbarous relation. 

15. The warden was moved to chaine Lu to the Stocks to spare 

10 the putting of him into the Stocks, because all fetters that were put 

on him, he got off and cast them into a privy, and for to keepe him 

the said Lee in the night tyme from break^g the Iron grates of 

the Prison was he chayned in that manner. 

18. Kept away Fees to make the Warden run away. 
15 17. Did abett and inoourage the breadi of prison. 

18. Was the first that used incouragement to kill the Warden. 

19. Slaundred and rayled at the warden by incouragement of 
othen. 

20. Would wade hell to the kneea to have their wills of the 
20 Warden. 

21. Conferred with oihen to Cutt the throats of all that gave 
intelligence to the Warden. 

22. Never pud the Warden anything. 

In all Td al^ doeings of Lee he neither would be reformed or 
25 Confesse that he did amisse, but by many odious and scurrilous 
lies and messages written and sent to the Warden did from tyme to 
tyme defye him, and all that he. could doe, Soe that for Example 
sake the Warden could doe noe lesse, and was soe much justified 
in hia doeings as tliat Lee was thought to be unworthy to live in 
30 the Fleete, And therefore sent thence unto Newgate 6 December, 
1618. 

And whereas it hath of late beene urged as an inhumaine part of 
the Warden that a certeyne vault in Boulton's Warde (where he did 
lye) was left open, and more (say they) unstopped of purpoae by a 

GAUD. 80a T 
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senraatof the Wardens, There is noe tsuU in Boolton's Ward 
but the Privy, which whether it had a cover or not was not fitt 
office for the Warden to looke unto. But the truth is that this Lee 
did (in scome) bid a servant of the Warden's (an honest and able 
man) to cover it, and because he did not thereof ariseth this un- 
savoniy compldnte, annoy eing all that heare it; And in Life 
coin|daints heretofore he had not bethought himselfe untill the 
witt of men put it into his head. . 
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SirFraneU Inglrfeild^ SaranM^ bebg Prisoner in the Fleeie Ar JHuHt 
before the Warden hiraselfe attended the place, did alwayea after ^'^^f'^ 
adhere to the basest and fiustions prisoners, And for the first ap- 
parant ground he published that the warden by falsefyeing the 
6 Lettres Pattents under the Great Seale did cousen the Poore of the 
viijd. per diem, raysed upon Prisoners that goe abroad^ and he solely 
above all others when he went abroad would deliyer that Ti^d. to 
the use of the poore, Whereby he not onely stirred iipp the poore 
but the rest to tumults and to Muteny against the Warden (though 

10 he himselfe had paied it, and other Wardens had of him SO yeares 
past, and soe had the Warden last before this). 

Next that he sett on foote a reproach that the Warden cousond 
the poore of Ixixfi. per annum which he receaved out of the cus> 
tome howse for their behoofe, And this alsoe be sett forward in 

15 complainte before the Beferrees first» and before the Cominoners 
next, when they satt upon the busines for the Fleete, both which 
complaints are braynesick ftlshoods. 

He also published in the Fleete and before the Referrees, and in 
other places, that the Orders and Constitutions made for the Grovcme- 

20 ment of the Fleete were gotten and obteyned by Corruption and 
indirectly, and he spake other derogatory spee^^es touching the 
explanations of the same made at Councell Board, And that the 
Warden durst not avouch them, nor take upon him to goveme the 
Fleete thereby. And when by such false suggestions he had (as it 

25 were) putt by the power and govemement of the Warden, Then 
he scandalized the Warden that he was but a Deputy and not the 
Warden, To ihe end that the prisoners might not rdye on him, 
Nay, that he had not retome of Procos touching the place. 

He often boasted that he had made one Warden run away, and 

30 that he would make this Warden do the like, or ells he would spend 
thowsands of pounds, and boasted of how many thowsands he would 
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rpend for his freind and how manj against his enemye. He sent the 
Warden word he would be as busy with him as a Bee in his nose. 

Himselfe not comeing to Church, debarred others out of that 
place neare his chambers usually appointed for that purpose. 

When one Jfr. jBoIman, John Chappell, and JRice P«oe were 6 
deadly sick (who dyed in the Fleete) they sent to the Warden that 
Sir Francis Ingle/eilcTB man might be spoken unto to forbear the 
wyneing of a home there, because it pearced their wcake scnces 
and trobled them. Therefore the Warden first tould Sir Francis his 
man thereof^ wishing him to forbeare, But the next day he doeing 10 
it sgaine the Warden sent two of his servants to bidd him leave, 
but his answeare was that he must and would doe it in their dispight. 

Then the Warden sent two other servants to Sir Francis IngU^ 
feild himselfe, to pray him upon this occanon to take order that 
his man might forbeare, but he said that his man should doe it, for 15 
the warden had no comand over his servants, but was a Gaoler and 
a foole to send to him on such a Message, And this without any 
manner of provocation. . "^ 

He alsoe sent the Warden word that he was a foole and an Asset 
and he would cause him to be canvased in a blanckett. 20 

When Qeorge Lee was (for his drunken demeanor) seized on by 
the Warden's servants to be restrayned of liberty. Sir Frands IngU^ 
fdlSs man aforesaid rescued him from them, and Let stabbed the 
warden's servant with a knife, and presently Sir Francis InglefeUd 
himselfe tooke occasion to walke with Lee (being one whose 26 
society all men shunned) in the very firont and opposite to the 
Warden's lod^ngs for a long tyme, as if ho tooke . Uie proteccon 
ofie«. 

When Sir John WhObrooke came forth of the witrds to murther 
the Warden, Sir Francis Ingle/eilcTe man colloured his comdng 30 
out as to speake to him, and then accompanied him ihoroughout all 
the Prison to the Warden's stayre foote, where WhUbrooke goeing 
upp attempted to doe it, as is before sett forth. 

When Mr. Tregian dyed in the Fleete, oweing the Warden above 
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200K. for meate, drinke, and lodging, Sir Francis at the instance 
and pretence of Tregian^s tiaters leceavcd out divers evidencs 
and goods in the Wardens absence^ and when the Warden did open 
the dores to put the goods under Inventory in the presence of 

5 many witnesses Sir FranciB thretned the Warden.- And lastly^ to 
make a tytle to the goods, asked of the Gentlewoeman one booke of 
guiftt which when the Warden denyed, Sir Franeii said that there 
should be an Accon brought for every particuler booke (whereof 
there were many hundreds) And soe Sir Frdnci$ getting a deed of 

10 guift| sent the Warden knowledge thereof, and brought his Accon 
against him for that one booke, where perhapps were many books 
and other things might have been discovered for the Comon 
Wealthes service if Sir Francis had not enterpoeed. 

He was comitted 11 June, 1618, he denyed thesaid Comittment» 

15 though the Lord Chauncellor avouched it, and when he had been 
5 moneths upon it he tendred the Warden certayne Acqnittancs 
yet extant, confessing to pay soe much as the Warden required for 
lodging, Ac. . Soe that the Warden would subscribe that he was 
noe Prisoner. • 

20 This proveth his consent for Chamber rent and Chrisioi^er 
JSryanI tesdfieth the agreement. ' 

Another Acquittance he tendred as if he were a Prisoner, and 
then he would pay but xiiqci. a weeke or thereabouti for divers 
chambers for himsdfe and familie, And this bnrinet being mediated 

25 by freinds (who came from the court to sollidte for Sir Francis) yt 
was upon sight of the orders of the Fleete by them approved 
with asseveration that if Sir Frands would not yeild unto it they 
would become adverse to him, And it is a impe of Sir FranBiu 
owne feather to say that the Warden did scomefolly take upon him 

30 to be his owne Chauncellor agunst direccon of die Lord Cihann- 
cellor. : ' . 

Sir Francis kept tabling of knights and Gent. Prisoners in the 
Fleete, who paied him for it and bereft the Warden of the benefit!, 
for which cause Sir Francis was charged with halfe comons^ who 
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according to the orders of the Lords of the CounceDj Ac. might 
have been charged with the whole Comona. 

When he was removed he was put into a good Chamher where 
Sir Francia himselfe had formerly lyen and agreed to Ije, And for 
htm, a Gent of worth was put horn thence, who at the Warden's 6 
request entreated and prayed iStr FrancU to come thither. 

For according as the Prison fiUeth, and men of honor and 
quallity come, Soe men that have neither paied their Fee or other . 
Datie (as Sir Francis IngUfeild had not for that last comitUnent) 
are in equity to be removed above others who pay. 10 

And in Summo Jure Sir IVanetB was to have been denyed the 
liberty of the howse, because he had paied noe fee, fyne, or Dutie 
for lodgings after he had lyen there many moneths, And moreover 
by expresse comand £rom his Majesty, dedared and given in charge 
by the Lords of the Councdl, All Prisoners which came not to 15 
Church were to have beene kept atraite. 

But when he joyned in consent and maynetenance with victual- 
ling such Prisoners as blocked npp the dores many dayes, and Con« 
tempned the Serjeant at Armes^ Excited the stabbing or pistolling 
of the Warden at such tyme as desperate persons and muriherers20 
were in that Contention with the Warden, and made their Bende- 
vowesin Sir Francis his Chamber, And when he was. by some 
Gentleman reproved for soe sayeing and doeing he still avouched 
it. The Warden to prevent such mischeife and abettment confined 
Sir Francis for two Dayes within the compasse of his owno and 26 
fewer other chambers in that severall warde, permitting him not* 
withstanding to be attended by goers and comers at his pleasure as 
is before declared. 

When Sir John Whiibrooks wounded the Warden and sett the 
howse in an uproare, he perswaded the greatest persons and hastiest 30 
dispondon to joyne in takeing WhMrooke away, who afterward 
said, if we had come there had beene noe way but death to the 
Warden. 
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WhereM the Ladjf Af*^ wife unto Mr. Edward Blunt^ E9q. '^^^ 
hath made a great complaint against the Warden of 
the Fleete, The truth of the bunnes is as fdloweth. 

5 The said Lady being comitted to the Fleete by the Lords of his 
Majesties . Privy Oounsell, denred to be respectively lodged where 
she and her attendants might have roomeconvenienti and she would 
pay as usually was pud for it; she therefore was fitted with an Inner 
Chamber and an outer roome for her Servants. 

10 She tooke her meate att the Warden's table the first weeke, and 
in that tyme, yea the first moment of her comeing, she acquainted 
herselfe with the most cuning and factious Gent, in the howse, and 
continueing in that humour 27 weekes descended to meddle and scann 
triviall matters, and the meanest usages and Customes of the Fleete 

15 touching Prisoners and the Warden. 

And as to the fact for which she was comitted she did by her 
petitions and servants soe troble and misbehave herselfe towards 
the Lords, that diey thought (for her further reformation) to send 
her firom the Fleete unto the Marshalsey prison, and alsoe comitted 

20 her servants. 

When she was upon her departure and offered the Warden 
neither fee of Entrance into the Fleete, payment for his meate and 
diinke^ neither for her 27 weekes lodgings, tiie Warden sent to putt 
her in mynd tiiereol 

25 As for the fiee she assented to pay as an Earles daughter, but 
upon Condicon that the Warden would take but ij«. mjd. a weeke, 
which was ziiijd. a chamber or roome for lodging of her and her 
Attendants, A rate inferior to that of one and tiie meanest that is 
lodged in the Comon Prison. 
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Wliereupon the Warden prayed her not to stand upon points in 
behalfe of the factious which kboured in that kind. And as to her 
ffee if she thought it too much she might rank herself as she 
pleased. 

But she takeing that offer passionately and in derogation (where 6 
it was not soe meant) said (as she might well say) that she was 
honourable and would pay a ffee in that rank, and called the 
Warden Base Gaoler, whereupon the Warden wished her to re- 
member that Gaolers and Gaole Birds were relatiyes, and desired 
her either to doe what was fitt out of her owne motioui Or ells to 10 
putt it to consideration, But she persisted in that mynd of payment 
for her lodging; the Warden would not appoint his Porter to 
attend the goeing out of her stu£fe (of a lesse Talue then her ffees 
and dutyes) before he were paid. 

Whereupon she tooke an Inventory thereof and left it (her owne 10 
howse being in Towne whence she might furnish herselfe when 
she came at the Marshalsey if she pleased). And the Warden was 
her^ the more cautious aswell for that the said Lady onely of 
spleene, and at the instance of fiustious Prisoners was drawne to 
Ihinke ill of tibe Warden, And if her goods went away the act of 20 
such a person would have beene taken for a conlinuall president 
to the utter overthrowe of the Warden and ihe office, And further 
for that she being the prisoner and imder covert, her husband, who 
lived upon a separate estate, neither would or could be drawne to 
pay her Dutyes. 26 

Wherefore ymediatdy after her departure ihe Warden (for avoy« 
doing all differences) made suite to the Lord Chauncellor that the 
variance touching her fees and goods might be referred to con- 
nderation, which his Lordshipp did, first unto a Master of the 
Ghauncery, whereof in a civell manner the Warden did advertise 30 
the said Lady by a lettre, whereto she answeared and subscribed, 
that she did not know the Lord Chauncellor could give any man 
authority to dispose of her money. Yet after that the Warden 
sent her nodce in writeing from the Master of the Chaunceiy that 
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a tyme was appointed for hearing the difference whereby her 
Ladjslupp might either come or send thither, Unto which she 
answeared (as appeares) that she did utterly refuse the reference. 
And thereupon she caused an Aocon to be Brought at Comon Lawe 
6 in her husband {Mr. Blunfs) name, against the Warden fi>r those 
goods. 

Upon which the Warden exhibited his Bill in Chanceiy, and he 
{Mr. Bbmi) or rather (she the Lady) demurring thereupon The 
Warden obteyned an Iijunction to stay proceedings at (Tomon 

10 Lawe, Then a Petioon was made by her to my Lord Chauncellor 
that she might not both be Sued in Court for the Warden's fbes 
and her stuffe alsoe detayned, to which the Lord Ghauncellonr 
answeared in wryteing^ that to satisfye the Lady he did sett aride 
the Master of the Chaunceiy, and referred the burines to one of his 

16 Majesties Serjeants at Lawe, and to his Majesties Solicitor Generall 
widi a proviso that bond should be entred into on both rides to 
performe their order. And thereupon directed the goods to be 
delivered. But the said Lady refused that order (as she did all the 
former), and further she still refuseth to nuJce any reasonable 

20 payment. 

And whereas she hathmade a great complaint at Councell Board 
and elswhere about faggotts and coales (things unworthy her great And i 
worth) save that she standeth for a geneiallitie as is pretended, ^tmniTto 
Therefore the Warden can doe noe lesse but say in his owne ^J^ J^j 

26 defence that he took notice of rix penny faggotts to be brought tal^ miA 
into the Fleete by one of her servants kte in the night alledged to JJ^SIJJS^ 
be much better then those of the Fleete. Wnim. 

Whereupon the Warden sent for the feweller of the Fleete, and 
in the Ladyes servants presence caused fewer ordinary (long dryed) 

30 three halfepenny faggotts out of a house of the Fleete to be taken 
and waighed in a payre of scales against those six sappie and wett 
&ggotts brought from abroad, And the fewer three halfepenny 
faggotts of die Fleete did outwaigh them six brought from abroad 
by above one in sixj Soe as a penny in six pence and her man's 
OAMD. 800. U 



Digitized by 



Google 



146 THB <BCONOHT OV THE nJBXTX. 

labor wa8 to be sayed by takeing those in tlie Fleete, But at for 
ooalea the Warden never heard of such at in his Answeare to the 
point of fewell appearea. 

But when the Warden had done this for his justification he did 
then doe soe poore a service to the Lady as to lett her fiiggotts . 
without contradiction to be fetched abroad at her pleasure, and to 
the great comfort of the Generall Cause which she tooke in hand. 

Every of which points touching the sud Lady the Warden can 
approve by good Testimony if it be thought worth the Ezaminacon. 
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Mr. Edmond Sharpe, an Attorney, Complayneth alsoe. 

And as to him lie was comitted to the Fleete, 15 October, lOl?^ • 
out of the Court of Comon Pleas for misdemeaaor, paied the '^* 
wonted fee of a Parlor Comoner, and afterwards was chaiged 
5 with an Execution for 200{u He hath given his owne bond onely 
to the Warden for true Imprisonment, which is nothing worth 
(being non solvent) neither to Creditor nor Warden. 

. He lay on the Greene yard nde (amongst oiher gent) with his 

brother till 10 November, 1618, whidli was a yeare and a monedi,^ 

And though he agreed for his lodging he never paied one penny 

for lodging, dyet, and other dutyes, and then was removed to the 

10 Tower Chamber. 

The Curteynes and vallence which he saith the Warden hatb 

were left with Sharpe$ Brother when he was removed to the 

Tower Chamber, and he never demaunded them that the Warden 

heard off, yf he had, and that the same were his owne, his brother 

15 might have delivered them to him. 

His Brother continued in the Fleete till 5* May, 1619, which 
was nx moneths after this Edmond Sharpe was removed to the 
Tower Chamber, And tiien was removed from the Fleeto to the 
Eiug^s Bench, and left unpaied for his Chamber rent xlL at the 
20 rates he agreed for, for which the Warden's Servants staied that 
stuffe (curteynes and vallence) which was in his chamber (being 
little or nothing worth, yet none of this man*s). 

Now when Edmond Skarpe was in the Tower Chamber (the 
dores of the Prison being soe broken as the Warden could not 
25 lock them) he was forced to send for such Prisoners there as he 
found refractorie to put them in sa&tie. 

Amongst the rest Edmond Sharpe was brought downe and 
lodged in a roome in the wards 15 July, 1619, where comonly he 
had the liberty of a court yard 30 yards square, and 5 other large 
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Tootnes to waike into, and was ofTred all hia bookes and apparell 
. whatcoeyer he had without contradiction, and had them. 

Within fewe dayes after his remove to this pkce he and some 
fewe oihera hadd blocked upp the dorea of ihat prison and ahatt 
out 28 of theb fellowe priaonera that ky in ihe said six roomos, 6 
and then the Warden endeavoured to keepe him and others without 
meate and drinke one day, thinking thereby to inforce them to 
open the dores and lett in the rest of the prisoners, but the 
Warden, seeing that though he endeavoured to keep them without 
meate and drinke they had it brought them in aboundance (as often 10 
before is repeated), proceeded noe further therein. * 

The Warden never (save now befogs the Comittees) heard that 
Sharpe had left any Gowne or Cloake, neither can his Servanta 
teU him they ever heard him complayne of anything he had lost. 

The said Sharpe being an Attorney in the Comon Pleas (for his 10 
ill behaviour and misdemeanours towards that court, and- fer his 
shifting tricks) was putt out of the Roll of Attomqrs, yet he pre- 
sumed still to make writts of haheoi carpus and Supemieas in 
other Attorneys names, who would not justifie them, by which the 
Warden was often like to fall into great danger, amongst the rest SO 
he made a iupenedeas to the Warden of the Fleete to discharge 
a Prisoner out of Execution (there being noe satisfitction ac- 
knowledged), and put the name of Mr. OuUUm an Appronothary 
unto it. And caused it to be delivered to the Warden's Gierke to 
discharge the Prisoner, to the hazard of the Warden's undoeing. 26 

For which offence he, being brought into the CSourt of CSomon 
Pleaa before the judges, upon Examination the judges blamed him, 
and the Lord Hobart would have comitted him dose prisoner, but 
the Warden desired that his Lordshipp (in godng about to punish 
Sharpe the offender) would not punish him ihe Warden. For if 30 
his Lordshipp comitted him close prisoner the Warden must be 
much trobled by straite lookeing to him, yet before that tyme 
Sharpe was in the wardes, which himsdfe calleth close prisoner, 
But if noe man be closer, All villany must goe unpunished, There- 
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fore it it was comanded that he ahould not make any more writti 

in that kind, and that the Warden diould keepe hinf fixim Pen, 

Inck, and paper. 

Alsoe the said Sharpe being in Execntionv and the Warden per- 

6 mitting him to goe abroad with an nsoall writt of habeas eorpu9 

out of the Court of Comon Pleas, which himsdfe procured, he 

deceaved his keeper of the writt and keeping it brought an accon 

of Escape against the Warden, purposeing to bayle himselfe upon 

an Audita Querela^ and thereby he would lay the debt he lycth 

10 for upon ihe Warden or cousen his Creditor, As appeareth by the 

said Sharp^i dedaracon upon record. 

Lastly Sharpe, notwithstanding the former comands and threttt 
of the judges, did deale with one Wdnumj a poore prisoner livdng 
upon the charity, who lay in the Fleete in Execution, and told 
15 him he would free the said Welman out of Execucon if he would 
giye him vili. to procure an Audita Querda. Welman agreed to 
give him the money soe he might be freed* 

Whereupon Sharpe went about the bunnes^ and widiin a short 
tyme tould Welman (as Wdman affirmeth) that he had procurred 
20 him a Supereedeaa upon the Audita Querela^ and that he wanted 
xxxs. for to finish it, which Welman procured and delirered him. 

Within 4 dayes after the S^q^ersedeae was made by Sharpe him- 
selfe ( Welman standing by), and in a short space ho came and 
delivered it to him sealed as under the hand of Mr. Braumlawe the 
25 Appronothary. ^. . 

When Sharpe delirered this Writt to Welman he required him 
not to tell the Warden's clarke that Shatpe had any knowledge of 
it or made it, for if he did the clarke would reject it^ 

The Writt of Supereedeae being delivered by Welman to the 
30 Clarke, the Clarke misdoubted that the ^Supereedeae was unduely 
procured (finding it to be Sharpe* e handwriteing), And the said, 
writt being shewed to 3/r. Brownlawe he said that whosoever made 
ihat writt he had counterfeyted his hand, for it was yerj like but 
none of his hand. 
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Wdman is readj to affinne that Sharpe liad of Kim about some 
ixK. for thiB writt, and hath now deceared him and done him noe. 
good. 

Sharpe shewed this Supenedeoi to Webnan and Mr. Broxholme 
with Mr. Justice Sutton?$ hand on the back of the writt, which 6 
afterwards he razed out againe when it was like to come in question. 

For this fact alsoe the said Sharpe was by the Lard Hdbari 
comitted to the etraitest and Close Prison of the Fleete. 

Soe that lett a man of honest and CiyeU Conversation be found 
that will compkyne of the Warden^ and then he may be bkmed; 10 
but» for such as Sharpe is, he hopedie he shall never receave rebuke. 
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One WiUiam Harvey made a great complaint how he ky 120 WMmm 
night! without a Bedd, whome to Answeaie here more then ia' 
formerly said in the general should be needleflse, if that he had 
paied his daties to the Warden when he had lyen thrice as Img 
5 cm the Warden's bedding without payment 

On which occanon the warden left him to lye in the Comon 
Prison, as reason there was, and beades the distempen in drinke 
he was perpetually Actions and strooke the warden <mi Ae bieit, 
saying he should never rule him. 
10 He haveing a howse in the Towne excellently ftimished with all 
store, did in an humor mainteyne possesnon of it and would not 
send for his owne Beding, &c Soe as he lost all his stnib and 
oweing many thoweands had nothing to pay. 

When his friends comisserateing his need and folly did ofier 
15 privately to pay the Warden for his bedd and dyett, he caused 
them to retract it as one that scorned to be beholding to any of 
them, though he starved or lay on the boarda. 

He was alwayes quarrellsome and the Abettor to Sir Jckm 
WhUbroohe*9 death, stirring Baughton to be enraged, by whidi 
20 followed the stabbing of WhiAroote. 

He purpoeely lay without bedd onely to take oocaaon to oom- 
playne, For he was oflfered a Bedd by one Coppbi who lay in the 
roome with him. And except he had made meanes to the Warden 
for one, according to the Orders of the Prison, there was noe 
25 reason that it should be thrust upon him when he meant not to 
pay for it. 

If the peevishnes of the man were as well knowen abroad as it is 
in the Fleete, he were fitter to be sent ebwhere then to be there, 
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For now that he hath a Bedd and Chamber he payeth nothing, 
and besides spends his tyine to perswade others to abstayne from 
payment. 

And better it were to a Warden to be anything then subject to 
that which of late he suffereth in him, and such like of noe worth 
of discretion* 
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A Petition firom the Warden of the Pleete to* the 
Parliament Howae. 

To the honourable the Knightti Cittizens, and BuTgoset of 
the Gomons howse of Parliament aaoemUed. * 

' The humble Peticon of the Warden of the Fleete» 

Shewdng, 

That the office ia a ooniinued SheiriffWick aa it were into all 
shires of the kingdome. 

Therefore perhapps obnoxioudy taken hj many for doeing the 
10 serrices thereof. 

Especially when it' meeteth with Bomish affected persons, with Sir Wkwm^ 
whome the place doth continually abound, and they have beenejff jSut 
the ondy fomenters of thds quarrellsi to the end ^ey may not T^^^fS^ 
onely sway the place, but live exempt firom all payments there and ApriM. 
15 abroad, and have plotted the Warden's death with the adherents o^|^25it^'"'*" 
Mr. ChamUrhyne^ concemeing whome alsoe all Prison keq>ers 5rWy<Mk 
were conyented before the Lords of the Councell by cspeciall ^fH^fH 
direction fix>m the king's Majesty, and charged to carry a straite OMeHBe^rc. 
hand oyer such as came not to Church. Gt^rf Lt^^ 

20 The wards and houlds of the King's Prison are such as •^"^^^'^ijJ^Sf^i^ 
500 yeares they have beene; And though the accesse of Prisoners J^hn Wmrrm. 
be much of late, yet they have more roome then formerly. a^ImmmI. 

The usage of Irons, Stocks, Ac contynued firom tyme to tyme #«• 
upon excesses comitted. 
25 The Constitutions for Govemement often explajned and oon* 
firmed at Councell Table. 

A late Comisnon renewed under the great Scale sheweihg that 
the Goyem^nent of that place are oonsequencs of state, And 
flierefore referred to the Councell of State to take care thereof. 

CAMB. aoa X 
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Whereupon the Lords ihemtdTes liave heard all ihos CSoin- 
phuQts of usage, roomes and feea ; 

Sent Comitteei^ Made Referenoei^ Salt in Comisnon ihemselyea. 

The Warden stood six tymes to purge himselfe before such* And 
undergon two yerdicts at Lawe in his fitvour. ^ 

Wherefore not any way appealeing from this high aaeenibly biit 
submitting myselfe to the very Uwes and stattutes in this place 
made* doe with all most humbly beseech, That the King's Comis- 
non, the Councells and Judges paynes may not be in Tayne, and 
that as they have heard, discerned, and shall report^ Soe I may 10 
stand or fall, for as they Comitt the prisoners, Soe they take 
Accompt of thm usages 

And as to some of the Comittees from this place, If it may stand 
with the pleasure and course of ihis howse, I may ayowe. That 
some of them are not discharged of their Imprisonment, and much 15 
indebted to the Warden, others haye pertictuler Interests and 
affinitie with the Prisoners, whereof I presume not to inlarge with 
out speciall leave. 
* And he shall ever pray for your good happine 
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Conceming the Tleete. 

Imprimif abreife or writt of CerUorari directed to the Warden of 
the Fleete or hu deputie and returned into the Ghaonoerie and there 
5 remajminge fyled in the Filiaen office, the tabstanee thereof beinge 
To cause the Warden and his deputie to Gertifie such Records as 
they had in thdr Gustodie for the gOTemement and fees lymitted to 
be taken of such prisoners as should bee there committed. 

There is also in Becord in the said Filiaers office a certaine 

^^ Schedule intituled The Gonstitudons and Orders newly renewed 
and to bee established in the Fleete yb: anno dni. 156S| retomed^ 
by the then Warden. 

There was also a Peddon directed to Sir NkholaM Baoon^ Lord 
Keeper of the greate seale of England nuule by Bichard 2trrsl esquire 

1^ then Warden of the Fleete, and in the name of all th^ then prisoners, 
whereby it was desired by boih, upon occasion of differences be- 
tweene them happeninge, that a Gomission might be directed to 
some discreete Hon^ and Worshippful persons authoriangethem as 
well to erect such good and necessaire orders of newe, as they shall 

^ thinke convenient. As also to establish all such orders as shall be 
approved unto them to ha\'e had continuance there tyme out of 
the remembrance of man. 

Hereupon a Gomission was awarded to S'. William Peeter Knight, 
S' Kobert Gatiyn, kt. Ghiefe Justice of our Pleas, S' William 

2^ Gordell, Kt. M' of die BoUes, S' James Dyer Knight^ Ghiefe Justice 
of our Gomon Bench, S* Edward Sanders, Kt. Lord Ghiefe Baron, 
Thomas Sackford Esquire, one of the M** of our Gourt of Bequests^ 
Gilbert Gerrard, Esq** our Attumey generall, John Garril Esq^ 
Attumey of our Dutchie of Lancaster, and Bobt NoweD, Attumey . 

30 of our Gourt of Wards and Liveries, or to anie dght seven or six of 
diem diligentlie to try out what fees, priviledges, liberties, restraints^ 
orders, Bules, Gustomes and Gonstitutions have bine heretofore 
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allowed or aocustomed within the prison of the Fleete or the pieoihct' ' 
of the nme, and ihe same to ratafie, allow andeonfirmei or the abases 
thereof bdng perfecdie knowne, to change alter extingaish, and 
other newe convenient and meete ordinances, estatuts and usages in 
thdre place to constitute publishe and establish, and to augment or 5 
diminish as well the dyett as the prices of dyet, for sll manner of 
prisoners ihere, Willinge and Comaundinge you eight seven or six 
Whereof & William Peeter Sir Robert Cadyn S' William CordeQ 
S' James Dyer or S' Edward Saunders or three of you to be three 
the same orders or Consdtutions to cause to be written fayre in a 10 
Table w^ your hands thereunto subscribed, and to fixe, place, and 
fasten in some part of the Comon Hall of the same Prison, to the end 
.the Certaintie dieieof may bee apparent at all iymes hereafter as 
weU to the Wardens as to the Prisoners from tyme to tyme. 

And that upon the due exeucon of this our Comisnon you dght 15 
seven or six of you whereof those before menconed to be^ three to 
make Certificate unto us into our Chauncerie under your seales 
plainlie and at large of your whole doinge therein dated at West- 
minster the third dale of June in the third yeare of our Reigne. 
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The Constitutions and Orders newlie renewed and to be 
established in the Pleete anno dni. 1562. 

1. Fint that it may be lawfull to the aude Warden or hia deputis 
to appomt aoe many of the household aenrantSi as to dther of them 
5 than seeme good to open or shutt the two utter gates of the Ffleete 
at each howres as the gates of Lndgate and Newgate are accustomed 
to bee opened or shutt; And the said persons to carrie in thdre 
hands Halberts, Bills or any other Weapon as shall soeme good unto 
the said Warden or Deputie within his prednct or libertie. 

10 2* Item the Warden to take such bond of evrie person that 
shal bee brought into the Ffleete as prisoner as shall seeme to him 
reasonable at his discrecon and acoordinge as the Cause ahall require^ 
aa well for the payment of all manner of dutiea there^ aa also to bee 
true prisoners there and of good behayiQur towards the saude War- 

15 den and all others within the said precinct of the Ffleete in such 
manner and forme as heeretofore hath bene used* 

3. Item that it is and shal bee lawfull to the said Warden and 
hia Deputie to take order from tyme to ^rme that noe person com* 
minge in ihere doe carry anie weapon further than the Porter'a 

20 lodge there, bee hee stranger, or other^ unlesse they shal bee lycensed 
soe to doe by the discretion of^such aa the same Warden shall 
appoint to keepe the gate there. ^^ . 

4. Item that noe prisoner shaUbuy beere, ale, or any other viotnall, 
out of the said howse, soe longe as they maie have sufficient and. 

25 good provided within the same howse in such place as shal bee there 
appointed at such reasonable prices, as the same be commonlieaould 
for, within the Citie of London, except the Warden ahall give 
lycense for anie Conaderation as to him shall seeme good. 

5. Item that it may bee lawfull to the Warden to take of ererj 
80 such prisoner as the said Warden may lawfullie lycense to goe abroad 

"with his Keeper for the half-day^ tfiat is to saie before dinner, or 
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after U> the Warden's boxe fower penoe^ and for the whole day 
both before dinner and after dght pence. And for the Keeper that 
shall goe with him for the half-day, six penoe, and for the whole 
daie twelye pence. 

6. Item and yf it shall happen the Qaeene*s Ma^ and her hon^ 5 
howse houldto bee above two myles distant from the Cities of 
London and Westminster or dther of them, and that anie prisoner 
shal bee sent for by ihe Counsell, or anie oiher hayinge anthoritie 

to commaunde the said prisoner to bee brought before them, that 
then the said prisoner shall beare all manner of such charges as 10 
shall thereanto appertaine, bee it either by water or by land 
untill his retnme, as well for himself, as any other that shal bee 
appointed his Keeper for the tyme. 

7. Item that the said Warden by himself or his Depude diall 
and may carrie downe with him in the Countrie anie such prisoner Iff 
as hee may lawfully lycense to goe abroad with^ his keeper^at anie 
tymes betweene ihe Tearmes; except there shal bee expresse Com* 
maundem^ to the Contrarie by the Councdl, or sadi as shall com- 
mitt ihe partie ihiiher. 

8. Item that it male be lawfull for ihe said Warden or his Deputie, 20 
and soe manie of his houshold as shal bee thought needefuU to 
keepe watch in his Hameyes or otherwaies wiilun his prednct at 
all tymes as hee shall see cause for his bettere safi^;uard, yf he shall - 
suspect any prisoner within his XTustodie to intend to make an 
escape. Sff 

9. Item that it maie be lawfiill to and fiyr the ssid Warden to 
take order at all tymes for such money as shal bee gaiheied at ihe 
boxe, or otherwaies generallie given to poore men iher^ for ihe 
distribucon thereof amongst them, yf anie Contention shall arise, 
and ihat ihe said poore men shall alwaies keepe one key of the boxe, 30 
and another key to bee at ihe Warden's appoiatm^ 

10. Item that it shall and may bee kwfull for the Warden yf 
there shall at anie tyme happen anie person to bee Committed that 
shall not be able to maintaine neither the Parlour Commoni^ nor 



Digitized by 



Google 



THB CBOONOICT OF THK FLBSTK. i 159 

tbe Hall Commons, nor also will take part of the Boxe; that then 
the Warden may appoint a bedd and a chamber fi>r any soch eon- 
yenientljri the partie agreange with the Warden for the same at 
his reasonable diseretion. 
5 11. Item that yf anie that will tdce part of the Boxe, ^nll have 
anie more ease, ihen for the same is appointed, that then it may bee 
lawfidl for the Warden to appoint any snoh person or persons a 
bedd or chamber^ the partie agreeinge with the Warden for the 
same as dial bee thought reasonable. 

10 12. Item whereas by an ancient Custome tyme out of memorie 
of man used in the said Ffleete, the Warden or his Deputie fbrihe 
tyme beinge have used and did license sndi persons as bee prisoners 
diere (not beinge upon any Condemnation or by expretse Com* 
maundem^ given to die Contrarie by the Councell or such persons 

15 as doe committ the same prisoner thither) to goe abroad about 
iheire necessarie bumnes, or to ihore learned Councell, or such like 
affiures with a keeper; Therefore it is and shal bee lawfull to the 
said Warden and his deputie &r the tyme bdnge to Hoense and 
permitt all such persons as bee or shall remaine there to goe abroad 

20 with a safe keeper about his or theire needefull bumnesses aforesaid, 
soe alwaies ihat anie such prisoner doe not lye there upon any Con- 
dempnacon, or that expresse Commaundem* by the Queene's Ma^^ 
Councell, or such persons as doe Committ the same prisoner thither 
bee ^ven or inhibited to the Contrarie thereoC 
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1597. 
[lADidown MSS/Britidi MnKnm 86w Flat LZXT. D, lol. 10«.] 

To the Queenes Ma*^ most honorable CooncelL 

In most humble and lamentable wjae Shewithe and Complaynith 5 
Tnto 70' honon 70' da7l7 orators the pore prisoners of the Quenes 
Ma*'* prison of the flet That where it hathe bene accustomed 
tjrme out of mTnde that the pr7SonerB there for the t7me bange 
diold haye meate drinke and other nessessaxy comodyties in the 
said flet and be well and decenll7 vsed as it is mete for eSij mans 10 
degre that is thither com7tted, accordinge as it owght and shold 
apere hj the yerj orders and constetudons of the said howse whereof 
there was wont to be a boke allwa7s Bead7 to' be shewed-with all 
and 0^7 order and constetution therein conte7ned, that all men 
that were thyther com7tted might se what he owght to haue in the 15 
said prison and also what he owght to do touchinge all man) of 
dewties rites constetncions and ordTuances to be observed and kept 
in the said flet. ^ 

But so it is right honorable lordes that now of late contraij to 
the good old orders and constetudons of the sa7d flet and contraiy 20 
to all equitie and good conscience the warden now beinge hathe 
pryvely let and set to ferme the vittuaUinge and lodginge of all 
the sud howse and prison aforesaid to one John Harvye and 
the other profitcs of the said flet is let to one Thomm Newport 
now deputie there vnder the said Warden witch said Newport and 85 
Harv7e was well knowen at the entrynge in to the sud offices to 
be Tery pore men havenge nether lands of H.nj other trade to 
lyve b7 nor yet any oerteyne wages of the said Warden, as ihey 
them selfes doihe report, beinge very gredye of gayne doihe lyre 
by secrete bribbge and eztordon. By meanes whereof they do 30 
not only exacte and extort most shamefully yppon ts the sayd 
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prisonen and rajae neir oortomes fynes and paymenla fiir thejer 
owne advantage and moat gredy lucre^ but also now of late dc^e 
moat crueny Tse tb yo' aud oraton and shut va up in cloae priaon 
for that we dyd mydike and fynde &wte w^ theyer moat wicked 
5 dealynge, and will neyiher aafiBre tb to liaTe owre lyberty to oom 
and go w^^ the aayd priaon aa we ought to haye nor yet auffre 
our frinda to com into ua that ahold tntTdl in owre cawaes for onra 
better Belyffe» but kepithe tb fiuit locked vp for the witch cruel^ 
w^ iheire bribery eztorcion and dyvera other abhomynable and 

10 detestable myademenora done by the said Newport and the said 
Harryeyf there be not apedy remedy provided for the aame to be 
reformed in tyme by yo' honora it wilbe to ower vttur Tnddnge 
and all owera and alao to the grete prriudice and myachiflfe of all 
aach aa may hereafter be comytted to the aayd priaon* In tender 

15 conrideration whereof and for aamoche aa we yo^ aaid pore oratora 
are able and can justly prove all the myademeanora in thia owre 
supplicadon allegged, w^ dyvera other aboaea agaynat the sayd 
Newport and ihe aayd Uarvye, Tt may therefore please yo^ honora 
to appoynt Comysrionen in that behalf to com to the said flet and 

20 examyne the said Newport and the said Harvey and to aepate the one 
of them from the other before theyer comynge that ihej have no con* 
ference tbgethers, nether that they ahall confer w*^ any others till 
they be ezamyned severally before the Comyarionera apon Inteigatoria 
alradye drawen to be ministred to them, and that the priaoners in: 

25 lik man' maybe eacamyned towchinge theyer doinga and vppon ez* 
amynacion and den pro£fe thereof to take auche goo^ order for the 
redres thereof aa to yo^ honorrable wyadoma ahall 'seme good and 
we accordinge to ower bounden dewtiea ahall dayly pray for the 
preset vacion of yo^ honorable Eatata. 

30 [Endorsed.] 

' SuppL of the prisoners of y* fleete, declaring thor euill vsage by 
Newport & Harvey* And y^ it may please j* Lords to appmnte 
CSommissioners in that behalfe. 
CAMD. aoo. . ' T 
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[LftDidowii 1C8S. Britlih ICweom 86» PhiL lzxt. D» foL 97.] 

Totherighte honorable the Lorde Burl^ghe Lorde Treasorer 
of Englande and of her Ma^ moat honorable privye ConnBell. 

In most humble wibo beseechen 70^ Lpe the poore priBone's of 
the c<Hnon goale of the ffleete to showe yo' accustomed and honor- 6 
able OomiflBeraCon in fiirtheiinge the bill exhibited into *the plia- 
mente house touchinge the order and reformaoSns of the ffleete not 
onlie to further so charitable a worke but to be the cheife meanes 
it maye be enacted. The substitute warden Joachin Newton by the - 
greateste indevorie he can (as we are enformed) crosseth the same. 10 
Howe requisitt it is and because yo^ Lpe maye knpwe a-^truthe and 
w^ more &to^ be induced therevnto we haue presumed (and es^ 
pedallie.I Anthonie Bate in the name of the rest nowe Neuton*s 
dose prisonner in the dungeon for the same) Therefore[?] I knowe 
not to send ihe collection of the Articles w^ shoulde haue bene ez- 15 
hibited by some gentlemen prisoners in the ffleete to yo^ hono' yf 
they had come to the Starchamber the laste teurme as they expected. 
The murders horrible and the dailie oppresrions extordons tortures 
and other misdemeanors greate more ^en tjme to be looked vnto 
and reformed. In tender conddera£&n whereof and that the most 20 
honorable houses of the pliam^ maye iudge howe iuste cause the 
prisoners haue to entreate there good likings humblie for enactinge 
of the same And for prooffe of the saide articles maye it please y<^ 
good Lpe of yo' gratious goodnes to sende her ma^ learned Cpunsdl 
w^ Comisrion to examyn the truthe of the premisses oontayned in S5 
the Artides gen*allie thoroughe the whole ffloete ypon oaihe And 
that Jochin Newton & hii servant Walter Androwes w^ other enl* 
pable maye accordinge to Lawe be comaunded to saflb keepinge to 
answere the murders mendoned in ihem And ^ we shall not only 
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pnje dulie w*^ all deTo66n fixr 70' Lpt preeenrmBSn in' liealthie w*' 
encreaae of worthie honor but ndll enter into reoogniflance (jf soe 
yon please to oomaunde) to her ma^ to paecnte the anite agunat 
Joachim Newton and the aaide Walter Androwea.w^ pawne of 00' 
^ liyea for proffe of the murden and miademeno'iB aforeaude. Soe 
the almightie God graunte onr peticon & prayon to be haide w*^- 
further indowem^ to 70^ and 70^ of all hia heavenlie bleannga. 

Anthoht Bate. 

[Endoraed] 26 Martii 1597 Anthonie Bate prisoner in the fleete. 
^® Agunat Joachim Newton the Depat7 Warden* 



[Lsiisdawn H8S. Britiih ICoseom, aS. Flvt UCXT. D. loL 108.] 
To the moat honora^ the liord Treaerer of England.. 

Bight honorable we whoae namea are mdeF written in tearealof 
o' hartea and giTffe of o' mTndea being poore m7aerable diatieaaed 

^^ men ▼07de of anie heipe other then from 70' honoF and othc^ the 
l7ke and godlie ho^ the charitie at the box w^ ia not nowe at thia 
p'sent dail7 aboue a penn7 to ech man: Vnderatandinge that in the 
namea of m all, the poore of the box, a alanderoua peticpn ia .exhibited 
to 7on' honour, against o' Warden whoa woi^ &to^ to o^ comfixrta 

^^ia wekelie bestowed beqrdea hia apeciall care for rel7vinge an7 
amonge vs sicke or dcseased w^ mone7 and all things els nedefuU 
in right of o' duties to him^ and that 70F hono^ ma7 knowe the 
sk7lirull practises of IP Sm7th & myjk^[?] the pnnsipall agents in; 
these doings most hvmblio do pra7 70^ hono^ for Jeaua Christes sake 

^^ that the aaid pedcon ma7 be seen whereb7 ech mana doinga may. be 
aeen in their dobellins & that it ma7 be knowen vnto V Warden' 
that we are none of that factious oompan7e. Whereb7b77oF hono** 
meanea hia wor^^ maj not w^drawe hia [former?] helpea. And |;aa]* 
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bownden dutae byndes n w^ ^ous devooon we ahall daylie piaye 
for 70' honor* 



Pbtbr Pabkbr 

+ 
biB marke 

Jo: FYXLTWSIX 

+ 
his marcke 



Tho: Sxaoar cKcm. 
John Rotxon + 
John Sturots + 
John Bobtnson 
Hbnbt Roffb 



Tho: Hamoh 
]i]f + mazk 
John Jonxs 

SOBSBT COCKN 

his + marke 



By me John Babbar 
the rigne of Tho: + Bbittainb 



10 



[Bndoned] 

The Humble peticon of the potest priaoneni in the Waidea v. 
and of the box in the oomon gayle of the ffleete. 

DiaaTowinge the petieon exhibited in y* name of y^priaoneis 15 
theare against the Warden* 
Sept^ 



A.D. 1597* 
[lJUiidofWB HSa BxltUh HnieBm, Sa. Pint lzzt. D. I6L 107.J 



20 



OF humble duiaes done to 70^ Good L: wee bane aocordinge to 
70^ L: L** directed vnto ts mett three sea'all tymes at the ffleete 
and haue thererpon penrsed the orders of the said house whidi 
eonteyne ffees due to the Ward^ from the prison's, and what the 
prison's are to expect from the Wardeyn in liew thereo£ Wee 2fl 
haue likewise hearde the seu'all Comphdnts of some of the meaner 
sort of the asid prison's against the wardeyn w^ they p^tend to be 
agunst the said orders, But wee doe not finde ^t ihey haue 
directly proued agunst him the breach of any of the said orden 
notw^taadinge wee thinke that for redresse of some things wheieof so 
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they oompleyn, ii were fiu tlutt some ad££5iia were made'to the 
former ordinaacs in cues fiillinge out nol provided for hj the fisr- 
mer orders, Wberem both the Wardeyns allowsnos fiir CoOons and 
djett of prisonen might be inoreased in tymes of. dearth acoordiiige 
'^ to the occasion and the diserefiSn of the Waidein in matters lefte 
to his discretaoh in such measure be moderated and lynnted that 
there might no oocanon of complaint be geuen hereafter. Some 
ptiodaritiies whereof wee haue pF^sumed to note in the indndedy 
occasioned thererato hj 70'L: sudF*. And soe humbly referringe 
10 oF kbo^ to 70F hono^ good acceptance and the supply of the defects 
to such course as in yo^ honorable wisdome maye seeme good aa 
well in cases not prouided fer as not sufficiendie ezplaned in the 
present ordinaacs Wee beseech Almightie God to enlenghen yoF 
yeers w^ conUnuall encrease of comferte. At the doctors Comone 
15 this iiij«^ of August 1597. 

To' honorable good Lordships in o^ senrioea 
humbly at Comaundem* 

Jul:0a8AB 
Co[He y noBNT Skthhsb 
M . JEtic: SxnynraTcm 

Thomas Fowi.bb. 
[Endorsed.] 

4 Aug. 1697. 
Oopie of the Com** report towdiinge the Com- 
M plaint of the prisonen of the fleete. 
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[ftom 7« Baooidi of 7« PriTj OoancO, JftiDM L ToL It. f . 8S.] 
(SpeUbiff not r&frodueed.) 

22 November, 1618. - - r , :^ 

HiB Majesty hftTing been of late infonned ihat tbe Gaolen and 5 
Eeepeis of Priaons in and about London do . ao &r mudemean 
themselTes in their duty to his Majea^ and the state aa tbat dther 
thiouglk wilful negligence or obrmption they suffer the Prisoners 
committed unto their charge and namely Priests and other persona 
conyicted of Recusancy or upon the statute of Pnemunire to go 10 
abroad at their pleasure and sometimes without a keeper ranging 
whither they list^ hath been pleased to recommend the same unto ihe 
Lords of his Privy Council assisted with ihe Lo. Chief Justice of 
England with directions presently to conveni before them all the 
said Keepers of Prisons and to examine them strictly upon these Iff 
abustt^ according to such particular informations as should be 
exhibited unto the Board in that Behal£ Which being this day 
performed and only the Keepers of Newgate and the Clink charged 
in particular, the one — that is to say the Keeper of Newgate tot 
permitting one Harduneki who had been committed from the Sessions 20 
for refusing the oatb of Allegiance, to go abroad without any keeper 
at all. The other of the Clink /or tuferwg Massei ordbiarify to b$ 

mndtoUhm thai Prison . 

• . • that forasmuch it was observed there had been a great 

Retort eonJlinwilhi in aUihe Prieons unto Prieate and Beeueanie 25 
which was found to be full of inconvenience. That from hence* 
forth none should be admitted to any private conference with Priest 
or Becusant, but in the presence or hearing of die Keeper and the 
conference to be in a Language that the keeper should be able to 
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understand as had been ordered sometime heretofore in the Reign of 
Qneen Elisabeth. 
U.s.f,27.1. '<2Augast,1619. 
** An open Warrant directed onto Sir Clement Edmonds, Knight 

5 Clerk of the Coundl and to ihe Sherifi of London and to each of 
them as it shall or may appertdn. 

** Whereas information is made anto us that Sir John Whiibroolre 
Knight, Nichdas [Bookwood] Ashbumham Peake Esqr. Prisoners 
in the Fleetei and [iie] haye shut themsdves up in a strong Prison 

10 and hj strong hand keep the same against the said Warden and Us 
servants to the disturbance of his Majesty's peace, now in his 
Majesty's absence and in time of his progress and to the Scandal 
of die Government. These tdiall be to will and to command you 
to repair unto the Fleete to let them know you are sent unto them 

15 from us to require them in his Majesty's name to open these doors 
to come forth and submit themselveSi as in duty they ought, to the 
order and Ooveminent of the said Warden, who is required to yield 
to each of them such civil ususge as to thdr quality and condition 
appertainedL' ..•.'' 

20 [On the 8rd of August, 16 19, we find the King at Belvoir Castie ; 
August 10th tiie King was at Welbeck in Nottinghamslure, on ihm 
12th and 13th he was at Nottingham, on tiie ITtii at Tutbniy, <m 
the 18th and 19th at Tamworiih,ftc.— ASr^b'sProgrresses^ Jimst J. 
vol. iii p, 561.) 
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[The MvUbaj in y X]b|s Bcndi.— IVani j* JM»f OnmcU B»t»rd*.'i 
At WhitehaU the iSih Jnlj 1620. 

Lord ChaaoelloT. Mr. Treasurer. 5 

Lord Privy Seale. Mr. Secretary Calyeri. 

Earl of Anmdea. Master Boliea. 

Eail or Sonthton. Sir Edward Ooke. 
Lord Diglne. 

Letter to ihe Hi^h Sheriffe and the Deputy lieutenantes of the 10 
County of Surrey* 

Whereas wee understand that most of the prisoners in the Singes 
Bench haying combyned together, do in a most tumultuous manner 
keepe that prison against the Marshall and his officers, and notwith- 
standing any means that can be used to draw them to order and 15 
obedience, ihey still perrist to keepe ihe prison by force fforbidding 
all persons whatsoever save such as are by themselTes admitted, to 
enter into the Prison upon perill of thdr lives; which bdng a 
disorder and presumption of soe hugge a nature as require present 
and effectual reforma65n for the avoyding of sudi further in- 20 
convenience as may insue thereupon. Wee have thought meete 
hereby to wiU and require you in his Ma^ name presently upon 
receipt hereof to rayse Posse Comitatus and so to repare unto the 
Prison of the Einges Bendi ; where if you shall find the prisoners 
to continue their foresaid tumultuous and rebellious courses, you shall 2ff 
remonstrate unto them the danger of that iheir high oflbnce and 
admonish them to submitt themselves, as in duty they ought, where* 
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unto if they ahal refuse to oonfonn ihemselTes : Wee reqoiie you 
to caiue the Prison to be entered bj force and ^spose'of the pri* 
soners according to the direCSns you shall reoeiye from the Lord 
Chiefe Justice of ihe Court of Kinges Bench, hereof you may 
not faile and this shall be your warrant and sufficient dischai]ge in 
that behalfe, and so, &c. 



At Whitehall 9th July, 1620. 

Present: 

Lord Chanoellor. Lord I^bie* 

10 Lord Privie Scale. Mr. TreasoF. 

Lord'Chamberlauu Mr. Comptroller. 

Earl of ArundeH 8 Seoretariea. 

Sir Ed. Coke. 

A Letter to ihe twoe Lords Chiefe Justices of the CourU of 

15 Kinges Bench and Common Plte requiring ihem to pre present 
order for disperseing and remoTcing of the chiefest of those pri* 
soners in ihe Einges Bench ihat are stall mutinous unto other 
prisons by writts of Habeas Corpus as fitf as law will beare; To 
require ihe assistance of ihe High Sherriflfeand Deputie Lieutenants 

20 of the Countie of Surrey for ezecu65n of the said writs, with ihe 
power and strengih of the Countie in case of renstanoe. That as 
well the Prisoners ihat shall be removed as those leaft in ihe Kngs 
Bench bee kept closse prisoners, not for the aotdns or other causes 
for which ihey stand committed, but for iheir foresaid mutiny and 

25 disorder. And lasily to give special order for removinge of JRoUri 
MarMtan ihe Prisoners orator unto ihe Gaole of Newgate there tQ be 

- kept doese prisoner and to examine him, Ac. 
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At WhitehaU, the 24tli of July, 1620. *. 

Present: 

La ChanoeOor. Mr. Comptroller. 

La Tnrj Seale. Mr. Secretarie Naunton. 

E. of AnmdelL Mr. Secretarie CaWert. ^^ 

Lo. Digbie. Mr. of the Bolea. 

Mr. of the Wardea. 

The Priaonere in the Einges Bench haying of kte entered into 
a mutinous and tumultuous disorder and scored upon the prison 
keepeinge Sir George Reinell and the underkeepers out from 10 
thence, did soe long and wiih such disobedience continue their 
lyotous courses therein, as upon comphunt thereof their Lordships 
thought fitt to addresse their letters, first to the Hiegh Sheri£b and 
Deputie Lieutenants of the Countie of Surrey, requiring them to take 
Posse Comitatus and to enter into the Prison and reduce those 16 
routiners to order, and secondly to the twoe Lids. Chiefe Justices 
to remoTe the ringleaders in that disorder, by Writts of Habeas 
Corpus unto Newgate and such other Prisons as their Lordshipps 
should think meete. Which bdnge performed accordingly the sud 
piisoners so remoTed did peticon the Board to be heard in such 20 
greevaunces as they pretended they underwent in the Einges Bench ; 
whereunto their Lordships condiscendinge and giyinge order for 
brinj^g them to the Table by Habeas Corpus, complaint was made 
by them, upon the hearinge, of a windowe shut up by Sbn George 
BemeU whereby they were debarred from takinge in thor victuall 25 
but of the streete and oonsequently compelled to take their Tictuall 
from Sir George BeinelCe senraunts, to their great charge and incon- 
venience, as beinge fiirr deerer than that which they could buy 
abroade. For aunsweare whereunto Sir George Beinett there 
present replyed that the windowe was shutt upp for the safe keepinge 30 
of the prisoners and for their meate though it were true that at his 
oomeing to the Prison there was taken 2d. upon everjr joynt as in 
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odier plaoet; jet that was now letft of and had not been lued for 
theiB 7 yeaiB last, and therefore humblj prayed their Llpo. to give 
order that theis partienkrt might be duly examined. Whereupon 
it was ordeied that Sir Thomas Fowler^ Sir Benrie SpilUr Ete. 
6 Edmond DMleday Esq**. Justices of Peace of the Countie of Mid- 
dlesex ; Sir Edmund Boyer^ Sir Ifichola$ Caries and Sir ThomoM 
Qrymes Ete. Justices of Peace of the Conntie of Surrey or ania 
fewer of them shall with their first conrenienoe meete together 
either at Einges Bench or anie other fitt place and examine sucih 

1 grecTances and complaints as the prisoners haye to offer. And upon 
due informao5n of the true state thereof and upon what just causes 
the same are grounded shall sertifie their opinions thereof to the 
Board that such further order may bee ^ken as shslbe meete. 
ffor the better performance whereof ihe Lord High Chancellor of 

16 Englande, if in his wisdome his Lp. shall oonceiTe it expedient^ 
may grant Habeas Corpus fi>r such of the prisoners as are fitt to be 
at the heareinge and shall petiSon to his Lp. for the i 
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20 [LsiifldownMS8.BritiihHiiWQm86,FhitUCXT.IX foLlOe.]. 

An awnswere to the questions gyuen by the Comisnoners w* 
their certificat to the right honorable the lord keep. 

Question. Whether a prisoner lyengo in the wardes should paie 
for his lodginge accordihge to the orders he braige of abilitie. 
25 Awnswere. This question is cleered by manie reasons first Mr. 
Anslaw and other wardens will witnes the like payment. The in- 
uentarie of the old Tirrell doth also testifie that there weere beds 
in euerie rome in the wardes w^ weere not gratis to the prison?. 
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An old woaman hayingo bin Thirtie yeares seniante to the prison^ 
produced hj ihem before the Comissionen affirmed that the prison"" 
did ener paie some what in diat place, there be also djmers 
prison** yet in the ffieete that haue paied lyenge there to dyuen 
wardens, and the xi^ article in the orders playndy warranteth 5 
that if anie prisoner at the boxe will haue more ease than is ap- 
pointed for him that then the warden maie appointe him a bed and 
a chamber the partie agreeinge for hit w^ the warden at his reason- 
able discretion and it was neuer harde that anie such pooze prisoner 
hue out of the wardes. lastlie since the wardes is indeede the prison 10 
and where those of greatest charge and daunger are lodged^ howe 
cann yt be thought reasonable that the warden shoidd take charge 
of them and haue no benefitt by them they beinge of great abilities 

Seconde question. Whither the warden maie receaue the dis- 
mismon fee before the prisoner be discharged by colour of costome 15 
or tradition from former wardens? ^ ■ 

Awnsweie. This ffee hath euer bin paid w^ the other fees if 
the prisoner be of abilitie and that for ihe most parte at hia de- 
parture, if he stale not past three moneths, the poore neuer paie it 
vntill thdr departure, when if one paie there are ffower that for 20 
wante must be forgyuen, and if anie of them die the warden must 
both loose that fee and also paie for his burialL 

Third question. Whether the rate of chambers be arbitorie at 
the wardens pleasure i^ at x* xt* xx* xxx* or more, or to be moder 
ated by the Comisaioners. 25 

Answere. The house of the Fleete is no parcell of the gaole, 
but proper to the warden who maie lett it altogither or in parte as 
those howses in ffleetyard now called ffleete lane w^ is parte of the 
fleete and prisoners are sometymes lodged there yea if they be in 
execucon the warden beinge secured from breakinge awaie. The 30 
Tenants paie rente to ihe warden yearely and the warden keepeth 
the keys of the Ttter gates and shutteth and openeth them w^ a 
guard euerie eueninge and mominge and this is mencioned in the 
exemplified orders. In cases of dower the house hath bin deyided 
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and former wardens liaye aometjines lett chamben to such as were 
no priaonera hj the weeke moneth or yeare; all w^ in my ynder* 
atandingo maie proue that the houae beinge not proper to the 
priaonera but aa other land of Inheritance cannot.be rated by Comia-' 

i aionera. Neuertheleaae I wilbe contented to be moderated by whome- 
aoerer if yt can be proued that I bane euer taken for one chamber 
aa ia mendoned in tfaia question or inferoed anie ftian to paie 
more then hia owne voluntarie agreement when he denred a 
pryrate chamber or haue taken more then ihe former wardena haue 

10 continuallie accustomed for manie yearea mnoe or aboue the ratea 
of other meaner priaona if the |{sona be equall; or da if those 
Comianonera could moderate the penaltie of an eacape (whereof 
euerie warden before hath teaed [?]) or aaaure me firom ihe harme of 
fire or aickenea or deaperate detta, [no] or could leasen my neceaaarie 

15 chai]^ for hia Ma^ aernice in all oasuall tymes. All w^ I doubte 
not but yo^ L* (w^. those grane men by whome the ordera were 
first established and latelie confirmed) will holde more worthie of 
regarde towards me hsTinge a place of such charge and trust ihen 
th' other towards malefiustora. 



APPENDIX V. 
20 

pVom jr* MSa in j« libvarj of 7« HoBM ol Lcndi.] 

To the B* Hon^ the E^ Cittiz^ and Buigesses of the 
House of Commons, in Parliament assembled. 

The humble petitidon of ihe distressed prison's in ihe 
Einge's Bench and Fleett, and all oihers His Ma^ 
distressed sub^ nowe prisofls^ w%in His M^ Bealme 
of England and Walls. 

25 In most Lamentable manner aheweih ^mto yO^ Hono^ that 
whereas heretofore many good and Laudable Acts and Statuts 
haye byn made for the reldf and pvidon of maymed soldiers, and also 
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fi>r the reldfe of the poore in eu)y pishe. But as yet no {nrinoil 
or releife for poor diktreased priaout in this Beahne, w^ are many 
thousands in England, whereof at this present remaynes in the 15 
prisons in and about this Citde of London the number of 3,500 able 
subjects for His Ma^ service if occasion of any employments, [sis] ^ 

And forasmuch as this Hon^ House is nowe making and 
establishing of many good lawes for the peace and good of this 
Comon Welth w*^ may -well concurr and agree w^ the grave saying 
of that worthy and hono^ member of this House {Sir E'lward Cooke f 
Knight) in his 4th booke of reports geveth this Qmstian advice to 10 
aU Judges and Justices, that bonijudim inieregt KUa dirimere. 

Most humbly beseeching yo^ Honors to comisserat o^ 
distressed Estate and to take into your honorable and 
charitable consideracion this 0^ bill here in Parlia- 
ment ofiered and in yo^ gra^o wisdomes to make 15 
and establishe some good and charitable -Lawe for 
the speedy releife and releasment of all such p^so& 
now in distresse or hereafter shalbe so imprisoned 
^ (as all other Christian Nations hath done) in ihis 
case most humbly beseeching this Hono^ House to 80 
further this o^ charritable suite. 

And yo^ poore peticio& will nowe and ever here- 
afler be bound on their bended knees to praye 
for these Hono^i* Houses of Parliament. 



An Act£ for the better and more spedier payment of Debts 25 
from men Imprisoned nowe and eu) hereafter, in any of his mats: 
Prisons wheresoeu) w%in the Bealme of EIngland and Dominon 
of Walls. And for releasement and discharging of priso& and all 
others in danger thereof for the better imployments and service to 
his matie and Bealme^ 30 

Whebbas by the Aundent Common Lawe of this Bealme no 
Subiects boddy could haue byn Imprisoned for debte betweene ptie 
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and ptje. And that ihese Latter Statute Lawei & or£nanca for 
Impri^ning of mens boddyes for debt liane increased, mayntayned, 
and cherished soondiy oppresdons. And ihe horrible trade of nsorj 
(expresly forbidden by 6od*s word) and in former times utterly 

S detested and abhored w%in this Kingdome, as appereth by many 
Cannons of the Ghuich, Acts and Statuts made against the same. 
Ajid whereas in fforren Countryes and Doffinons (where trade and 
conmerce doeth most abound) And even amongest ihe Turks and 
infedells their is no continance of mens boddyes in prison for delta 

10 Longer than one yere and a daye. But that some charitable and 
consionable oourae is theire taken to enlardge such priso&s, ibe 
better to enable them to satisfye their debts by such Labour and 
industry in iheir seflall fitcultyes and pfeshions as by their liberty 
they may atchive and pcure Tnto them. Whereby the King 

15 and Bealme may haue vse of iheir boddys for the defence of 
their Country and for other serrices according to th^ seu)all 
fittnes and pfession. And for that daily experience pveih that 
Banckroupts and prison) s did never so much as now abound. 
Notw^hstanding the strickt and severe Laues made and pvided 

20 in that behalf as aforesaid. And being a matter well nowen that 
ihe Imprisoning of mens boddyes cannot make him or ihem 
anyihing the better able to paye his or th^ debts. But con- 
trary wise by Longe ImprisonmS by trust in ynfaieihlull and 
vnconaonable fiinds neglecte of thier callings expressions of 

25 vnconsionaUe creditors defence of multiplicity of suits. And ihe 
horrible extortions and barbarous vsaige of Goalers and keefis 
of Prisoni^ and their officers and many violent extremetyes 
in pcesse of tyme (of civill men) they growe and become 
deboyst by Idleness and Riott and so become in short tyme vnfitt 

30 ether for iheir form) callings or for any other service to ihe King 
or Comon Welih. Missery by custome growen into habitti ihat 
many being (once disgraced) rather desyers to leeve still in prison 
ihen otherwise to be Imployed for getting of his releise And 
meanes to paye his debtes^ whereby ihe creditors are hopeles ever 
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to recoTer anj pie of his or thdr debte arinng for the most pte at 
the first from the obsdnacy of some fewe refectory creditors to the 
piudice of all. And somtymes to the vndomg of many a creditor 
as well as of the debtor. Ffor remedy and redresse whereof and 
to the end that some good p^sent Christian and Charritable course 5 
may be taken for the good both of the creditor and enlardgment of 
the p^sofls. 

Be it enacted by the Kings most excellent Ma^ the Lords Spirit- 
nail and Temporall mid the Comons in this present' Parliam* 
assembled: That to the end from hensforth an Indifferent care be 10 
hadd both of the creditor and debtor. All his MatP Jusdces of 
Peace w^hin the Citty of London Countyes of Middz and Surrey 
or w%in fyve myles of the said Citty of London or any 6, 4, or 8 
of them shall by this Acte be required and enioyned w%in Thirty 
dayeff next and Imediately after this Sesrions of Parliament to 16 
Bepayer and go in and to his Ma^ prisons of the Ffleett and Kings 
Bench. And also in & to all other prisons and Goales w%in and 
about the said Citty of London, and the libertyes and subberbs 
theirof the , Citty of Westminster the Burroue ot Southwarke and 
all other prisons in and w%in the said Countyes of Midelsex and SO 
Surry. Their to caU before them or any 6, A, or 3 of them all 
and eiSy p^son and prison) s as now is, are, or at that at any tyme 
hereafter shall be Imprisoned in any of the said prisons or Goales 
aforesaid for or vppon any Judgment execution acdonoraccions {cat 
debte whatsoeu) [ether by Statut, Becognizance, Judgment, ellegitt 25 
Bond, bill, Booke nmisc, assumsett or contracte or by any other wayes 
or means whatsoeu).] Wherein any prison) is indebted by himself or 
w^ any surety or suertyes whatsoeu). And that for the ^>eedier 
releaang of ihe said prisofis as also for the sooner satisfiicion of the 
said Creditor and Creditors* They the said Jusdces or Comis- 30 
no& shall in eu)y Sheire, County, Cittyes and Corporacions Devyde 
them selTes by the said nombers of 6, 4, or 3 of ihem as need and 
occanon shall requier. Which sidd 6, 4, or 3, of them shall haue 
full power and aucthority by this present Acte to Mynister an 
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oath as well to the debtor or debtors as to the Creditor or Creditors 
or to bis tbeir or any of iheir wyttnes or wjtnesses on ther syde or 
Tppon Interrogatorjres to be mynistred by tbe said Justioes on 
either pte. And to examyne them the said prisofis, Creditors or 

5 wytness's or any or eQj of them tppon oath for the better rifting, 
serching and fyndine ont of ihe tmth what estate or habilU^ the 
said prisoS or prisom or any of them, or any oiher pson or psons 
to their Tse or vppon trust for them or for th^r benefitt hath or 
haue eiether in Lands, goods, Chattels^ Leases, Bents, ffee% 

10 Annnityes or debts whatsoeu) for the enabling of them for the 
payment of his and their debte or debts. And what thw seflall 
Just and true debts be or shalbe owing to their said crecBtors or 
any of them. After w^ examynacion so made and the prisofis 
vttermost estate thereby found out it shall be Lawfiill for the said 

15 Comisrio&s having some reasonable respecte and conrionable 
consideracion for the mayntaynanoe and Lyvelyhoodd of the pri* 
soner his wyf children and fiunely in such conrionable sort that they 
maye not be any wayesburthensome to the ipriie ever afterwards. To 
distribut and satisfye to the Creditor and Creditors pte and pte like 

20 according to the quality and true some of their prinripall debte 
that to cache Creditor is due in the said whole estate. And all 
those prisoners whose estate by the said Justices haue byn examyned 
and so ordred and decreed for the satisfying of their creditors as 
aforesaid to be foithw^ by them absolutly ffireed and sett at liberty 

25 and never aflerwards to be Imprisoned againe for the said debtsi 
And that from hensforth no Goaler or Keep of any prison riiall 
deteyne or keepe any the said prisoner or prisoners for any flbe or 
ffees or dutyes whatsoeu'. And whereas the prison' or prisoned 
whose estate and meanes vppon due examynacion shall appere to be 

30 nothing worth, they to be Absolutly ffre^ and dischardged by the 
said Justices and Comiss^ p'sently out of prison. Whereas other* 
wise his ma*^ Loaseth his subiects and his service the Comon Wdth 
their members and many Thousands of wyres children and fiundyes 
shall and wilbe still in penury, missery and ppetuall beggery.' And 
OAMD. SCO. .2a 
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the poore prison' him sdf lead a misseraUe vnprofitable and die* 
contented life by thdr doUerous durance and Giewell Impri8om\ 

Be it also further enacted by this p^aent Parliament Tliat firome 
hensforth The Gustos rotturolu of eily Shdre and County w^in this 
Bealme of England and Dominon of Wallst Or in his Absence 5 
fibwcr of the Auncients Justices of the peace there in person at the 
Sesdons once eu)y yere shall haue full power and Aucthority by 
this p'sent Acte of Parliament to nominate and appointe 6. 4* or 8 
of sufficient wyse discreet men of Understanding and Judgment 
either Knights Esquiers Justices of peace or gen? of good quallity 10 
next or nere adioyning to any place or places where any Goales or • 
priso&s are in^'w*^ place or prison any prisoS or prisons are Im* 
prisoned for any debte or debts aforesud as well w^hin any liberty 
or libertyes Burrowes or Gorporacions wheresoefl w*hin his ma^ 
said Bealme of England or Dominion of Walls. And ihen and th^r 15 
the said Gomissiom to call before them or any 6. 4. or 3. of ihem 
all such prisoS) and p'so& w^ doe or shall at any tymehereaf^ lye 
or remayne in prison for debte or debts yppon any execution, Judgm^ 
Statut, or by any of the aforesaid securityes aboue pticulerly declared 
and speciQred And ihey the said GomisaF* or any 6. 4 or 8 of them 20 
to haue all such full power and aucthority to ezamyne the debter 
and debters, Greditor, and Greditors, wytnes and wytnesses and ' 
pfes on either syde by oath in eu)y respecte for ihe satisfying, of the 
creditors* And releasement of the prisoner and fredng of his suertyes 
in euly respecte as fully lawfully and as Lardgly in efly respecte 25 
as is by this n'sent Acte of Parliament geven and before declared 
to all and ewy the said Justices of peace aboue said or any 6* 
4 or 8 of them and to all intents and purposses as aforesaid. 
And so to free any such prisoS or p'so& as before is specifyed 
and declared. And also it is hereby further enacted ihat yfSO 
any Creditor or Creditors being sumuoned and warned by warrant 
from the said Justices of peace or Gomisdo& or any 6. 4. or 
8 of them shall refuse to come and to appere in pson before the 
sud Justices or Comissio&s or any 6 4 or 8 of them, .That then 
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th6 8ud Justices or Comiss'* or any 6 4 or 8 of them shall bj this 
p'sent Acte haue Tull power & Aaethoiity hereby to free the said 
p'sofi oat of prison for ihe sud dcbte. And such Creditor & 
Creditors to stand to such order and decre as the said Jusdces or 

& Comiss^ or any 6 4 or 3 of them shall in thdr discretion sett downe 
and agree yppon* And that the said Justices for their pte and also 
the said ComissioBs aforesaid be by this Acte enioy^ed to exeeut 
& performe the Aucthority of this said Acte for the spedier delifly 
and enlardgment of prison)s aforesaid at 4 seSall tymes in eujy 

lOyere, or fouer or oftner (yf need shall requier) Vis ihe ffisast of Si. 
John Baptist, St. Mickhell Tharkeaungell the Birth of o' Lord 
God And the Anuciacion of o' Blessed Lady St Mary the virgin 
(or w^in Tenn dayes before efly of the said seu)all flfeasts). And 
also the said Comissio& in cu) sheire and County shall nominate and 

15 appoint one suffident Clerke to be Begester in eujy seSall- shiere and 
County to Bq^ter and record all such orders matters and agree* 
ments as shalbe made decreed and sett downe by the said Justices 
and Comissie^ at all tymes, or by any 6 4 or 8 of them where vntp 
any of his matf sub^ and Creditors maye repayer there to take 

20 knowledge and see the pceedings orders and decree by the said 
Justices or Commission's sett downe and made for their satis&don. 
And that the said B^^ester may be by ihem swome truly to sett 
downe and Begester the same, and so to. keepe a true and pfecte 
record theirof. And that they shall haue power to allowe the sud 

25 Begester such reasonable ffee for his paynes and attendance to doe 
the same as they in their discretions shall thinke meete, And the 
same to be equally payed by the Creditors and debtors. IncUfferently. 
ProTided allwayes that yf any Creditor or Creditors shall refuse to 
stand to such order and decre as ihe said Justices or Comissio& or 

30 any 6 4 or 3 of them shall make and sett downe and by ihem ap- 
pointed to be entred and Begestred by the said Clarke That then 
the said Justices or ComissioSs or any 6 4 or 3 of them shall hsTe 
full power and Aucihority by this Acte absdutly to ffree and dia- 
chardg the said prisofi or priaofis so by them ihe said Creditor or 
Creditors Imprisoned. And whereas diJOse attomyes in his mat* 
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Courts doe appere for diiDse liis mat" sub^ w^ut warrant from tlie 
ptye 80 to doe, .to the great pi^udice and somtymes vndoing of 
diSse hia mat* said Bub^ Be it iheirfore enacted from bensforth 
that no attomy in any of his ma* Courts shall hereafter appere for 
any his matf sub^ in any accion or siute whatsoeu) hereafter to be 5 
brought or commenced against them or any of them w^ut he haih 
a Lawfhll warrant vnder the Hand of the said ptye for whome he 
is to appere or comence any suit yppon payne to Lease his practis 
eu) after And to fforfitt to the Kings mat^ C" And the idnt so 
brought w%ut warrant as aforesaid to be Toyde against these his 10 
ma^ sub^ w^ shalbe their uppon sued. Provided aUwayes that ihe 
form) acte for releasment of prisoSs nor any thing theirin Conteyned 
shall not in any wyse bynd the Kings mat^ his hyers or successors 
for any debte originally due to him or ihem^ but that such order or 
course shalbe taken for the recoSing and Levying of his ma^ said 
debts his hqrers and successors as were vsed and hadd before ihe 
making of this Acte, any thing thdrin Conteyned to the Contrary 
thdrof not w^ standinge. 



APPENDIX VI. ** 

The Condition of the Pleet in 1691. 

The following extiact is taken from a rare little volume Idndly 
lent me by Mr. Thoms, endtled, 20 

Thb Cbt of the Oppbbssed. 

Bdng A True and Tragical Account of the Unparall'd Sufferings 
of Multitudes of poor Imprisoned Debtors, in most of the Gaols 
in England^ under the Tyranny of the Gaolers, and other 25 
Oppressors^ etc* 

• • . » • ♦ • 

London, Printed for Masei PiU, and sold by ihe Booksdleis of 
London and Westminster, 12mo. 1691. 
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A reUtion of some of the barbarities of lUcIiAcd ManloTO Esq.' 

the present Warden of the Fleet, which has lately been fonnd 

guilty of Oppresdon and Extortion by a Jmy of twelve men. . 

The said Waiden locked up (till opend by ihe Worthy Ms. 

6 Justice Lutwyche) threescore gentlemen and otheis^ in a loathsome 

Place called the Wards, for non-payment of exoessiTe chamber-rent» 

where was a noisome House of Office near their lod^gs, nol 

allowing the Elng's beds, but forcing them to procure beds^ or lie 

on the ground: and keeping men dead among^ ihem, for his pro- 

10 tended Dues till they infected others. Witness. Jama MoU then a 

Stranger^ and of the Jury. 

lUehard Brocha$ Esq. was carried down thither, for not paj^g 

Exoesrive Chamber-rent, and his wife and serrants denied to bring 

him victuals or physic : and when he died the jury summoned, could 

1 5 not but find his death occarioned by cruelty and they were dismissed 

by contrivance with the Coroner: and when he was buried, a new 

jury summoned, he taken up again and an Inquiridon returned 

contrary to law. Witness Mr$. Elizabeth Brocka» his widow. 

Sir John PMum of Suffolk, Baronet, for not paying extorting 

20 duMf ^<M forced fit>m his Chamber; his books. Cloths, and Monies 

s^zed, and he turned into a little Boom (now the Warden's Coach* 

man's Lodging,) who being a learned studious person for want of 

those necessaries, he melandioUy died, and was kept many days 

above ground: his firiends being denied his body till ihey paid 

26 the Warden's pretended dues. Witness Mr.- John Warrm^ Mr. 

Brigg$, Clerk of the Fleet, now MarshsU of the King's Bendi. 

Sir William Ducy^ Baronet, was kept by the Warden in Us 
Coachhouse till he was drawn out with Bopes, bdng so ofienrive^ 
that none coiild come near him. Witness Mr$. Anne Facey Cham* 
30berlain. 

Syman Edolph Esq. Seventy-Eight years of age, the son of JSbr 
ThwnoM Edo^h of Kent, for not paying 42 pounds demanded of 
him, when he proffered thirty pounds^ which was for a little room 
about twelve foot square, after the rate of Six shillings per Week 
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besides payment of the Chamberlain was dragged down to die Wardf, 
in the hard weather & there not allowed a bed, bat must have lain 
on the ground had he not (at his own charge) procured one, and is 
now in the Wards. Witness, Riehard Hare^ WUliam HiggvMon^ 
Waiters, Mr. John Machen^ Mr. John Pemberion^ Mr. Manning^ ^ 
Mr. WoMTon. 

Walier Cowdrey Gaoler of Winchester, for about 2 or S months 
CShamber Bent, kept above ground till it caused a nckness in ihe 
next room, and his friends denied to take his body without paying 
extorting Fees. . - 10 

By which, may be perceived the Inhumanity of this Gaoler, not 
only to gentlemen, but one of his own trade A calling. 

Sir George Puteay Serj: at Law, dying of a droprie: and bdng 
a very great &t Man, was kept (for extorting Fees,) till a judges 
Warrant was procured for his delivery. . IS, 

Moeee PiU of London. Bookseller, bdng committed Prisoner to 
the Fleet, April the 20^ 1689, lodged on the Gentleman's nde in 
a chamber which the Warden values at eight shillings per week, 
iho of right its but two shillings and fourpence, the rest being ex- 
action (and the said Moeee iVtt, at the time of writing of ihis 20 
has two Chambers within the rules of the Kings-Bench for one 
shilling three pence per week, twice as good as the said Chamber) 
he the sud PiU continued in the said Chamber from the said 20^ 
of April 1689 to the 26^ of August 1690 which was seventy weeks, 
and three days, in which time the said PiU had paid the Warden 25 
his commitment Fee, Two Pounds four shillings and nzpenoe, 
where as there is but four pence due; Pitt also paid him fourteen 
shillings for two day- writs, and was to pay him eight shillings, 
fourpence at the going out of the Gate, (Every Prisoner there in 
Execution pays eleven shillings and two pence a Day when he goes 30 
abroad about his buriness) but the said Warden kept his said 
fourteen shillings, and would not let him go out of ihe gates of 
the prison by which the sud PUt lost his tiyals, whidi was many 
thousand pounds damage to him. The said PiU ako paid the said 



Digitized by 



Google 



APPENDIX* 18S 



Wuden for Chamber rent fifteen pounds, and the aaid Warden 

had of Afr. SUphen Upman^ Fellow of Eaton College, and broiher 

to PUfi wife (who was committed Pxisoner upon a lake oath sworn 

in the open Court of the Common Pleas, by two' of PUfi admrBaries^ 

6 on Not. 15, 1689 an account of which is at large related in Pitts 

Cask heiewith printed) and of John PiU Son of the sud Mom 

A'tt, and of ifr. Lock, and Mr. Bland, the said PUe$ friends, £17. 6. 8. 

for one nights lodging. Notwithstanding the said Warden of the 

Fleet had receiTcd of the sud PUt and his fiiends (which was all 

10 upon Pitfi account) £35. 5. 2. when there was due to him, and the 

Parson of the Fleet, besides the one nights lodging for the said 

PiUa four friends but £9. 8. 4. from the said 20^ of April 1689 to 

the 26^ of August 1690, upon which day he threw down the said 

PlU into the Wards or Dungeon of ^e said Prison and there 

15 lock'd him up within the Door of the said -Wards for fiye days 

without allowing him any bed or any thing else to lodg on: and 

altho* the said PUfi wife came to see her husband in this miserable 

place, he the said Warden would not permit the said PiU to come 

up into the yard of the Prison to speek with his wife, upon which 

20 the said PUu wife was forcM to send him a bed to lodg on*ft there 

the said PiU continued and lodgM in a room with twenty seven 

more Prisoners most of which livd on the basket and b^'d at the 

grate : one of which said Mendicant Prisoners after he had, in order to 

toke the benefit of the Act sworn himself not worth more ihan £10 

25 died at the said PiU$ bed head, (he was a Man full of Vermin, of 

a corrupt body, and bursten), at 12 of the Clock at night And 

one day the said PiU h&ng at prayers in the Chappd of the aaid 

prison, was taken with a Delirium or Apoplectic fit, and getting 

into this noisome cell threw himself on his Bed, and so lay some hours, 

30 upon which one of his fiiends goes to the Warden and acquaints 

him in what condition the said PiU lay A derired him^that the said 

PIU might have a chamber till he was well, paying him for it. Bat 

the said warden denied the said finend of PiU that request In 

thb same dismal place did the said PiU continue from tiie 26th of 
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August 1690 to the 16tli of May 1691 in all which timq he was not 
able to keep himself clean from Termin, being forced to Louse himself • 
most commonly twice a day either in the open ward or. in the house 
of office: For at any time if the said FiU had the use of any of th^ 
Gentlemen's Chambers for his Devotions, study, and lousong him- 6 
self, if the said Warden came to hear of it, both he and his wife 
would be very angry with the said gentlemen, and would hunt him 
ihence as a partridge upon the mountains. And that the Reader 
may be satisfied that it was imposnble for the said Pitt to keep 
himself dean from Vermin, whilst he continued in the said wards 10 
of the Fleet Prison he doih assure his readers ihat many of his 
chamber fellows were so lowsie, that as they either walked or sat 
down, you might have picked lice off firom their outward garments* 
But enough of this least my Reader scrubs and scratches at the 
reading of it. The said JPUt was removed from the Fleet Prison 
to the Kings Bench on the 16th May, 1691. ' . - ]5 



Digitized by 



Google 



NOTES. 



P.9,L20. J0km CklUnmppmnnMWKid»ikoi1ihb neetin 1684» and wm entaiii^ 
Warden uUta u 97 Juim, 16M. (Oil. llm. mu. 1681-1690, ppu 17<^88e) 
AboDthiadMlh I have been ftbfe to diaooTor nothing. JBiwmrd TtrrtttwwM 
Wardeninl681(21jQBe)»«^.p.Sl. IVv JSNi4»;U»iVSNrta»ieo App.^l6t. 
Vix SrUm AnsUmewB^ George MBjfndtwttp, 11^ 

P.9,L81. Batlntbiatlma . . . Sea Appendix p. 168. 

l^.l2.hZ. See tks Lend ChmmfidUrmeeedMiM^^feiig,^ TUa «aa oo the 88 
Jvl7» 1818» aa H^eara hj the IMwj Ooanefl Beeoida. 

P.18,L80. . . . tkeg have net emlfp^id (tmking metkimg fer U) h^ fet fe/riktr 
emUHUd to the Wkrdsm, U. jmUd the faea, fonnd tlieniaeh«a» and giTn the 
Warden « dauoemr into the bargain (aee p. 106» L 80). Tba Warden pr»- 
bably aOndea to Dudley^ Lord North^irho bad reoenUybeen f Kwnin itUki to bin 
enatody : Tie. on the 81 May, 1680 (JMA Booordo ^ PrUg OwiMil). The 
eanae of bia committal aeema to bnTO been a qnanel with Lord JHghf 
mentionedin Birch, (huHmmdTlmoi^Jomoi L^foLil^iOX 

P. 19, L 86. .... « oorUyno rorerond hiohopp .... Appainitty {M^iert BooU^ 
Biahop of Cbeater, eommitted to the Heel in 1661 (OO. llm. Add^ 1647- 
1666, p. 684). He H^eara to bnTO glten a bond to remain within 80 mOaa 
of Finehingfield in Eaaex (OO. Dow^ 1647-1680, p. 847). The bond nnai 
bare been forfeited, for be eacaped and died aft LooTiJn aome time befova 
1664,farinadoeimientofthatdateheiacaned''the late DnBeotft/" (Sea 
i^roiTy'f J^yOMQNil AMMMiM, ToL L p. 106.) 

P. 23, L 29. JTr. XmmKm*. Geoige Leioaater, aee pL 180. 

P. 28, L 89. Tkraoko, Thia eeeentrie peraonage managed to attract 
to himaelf, aa the foUowhig eztracta wUl ahov: 

•^liaater JS»AfiI!lfMA,bominthecomitjcf Someraetand a i 

there, being aboot fonr and tiiirlj yean of age, came to London about the 

year of onr Lord 1617, where bdngaealondj allMed in the path of nonooBr 

formitf be fell into diferapointa differing from the waj of the Ghnrcb. One. 

waa thathe ranked men into three diatinct eataftea: 1 of Natnra. 8 of Bapent- 

anca. 8 of Orace. According to which three degreea wna bia order cC 

preaching. To recorer men oat of a atato-of natore be preadit repeBtanca 

^ aoeameatlythathecanaedmanyof bia Anditon to weep yea to roar in that 

' manner that inhabitanti in aoTeral plaeea of the citj were diaqinieted : 

timea in the night aeaaonbj bia cottTertB.. • • • .-^ 

CAMD. 8O0. 2 B 
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''Kow there being a young Bum named Bmmlei Jaels^m a tailor, wbo 
according to the lonner diieetioiiy nipponng that he ehonld walk bjlaw in 
eyeiTthlng^ came at last lobelkTe that ike Word of God did preecribehim 

what to eat and what to refiue He presented hie opioioa to Mr, 

Thuilandhadthem-liicktobe too hard for his master,and to penrert his 
jadgment so far that Mr. Trail, instsatlj npon it» labonzs to pemiada his 
aaditon to the sane optnion 

** Upon which came in a nmnber of laws ceremonial, tonehing hidldingp 
planting, wearing of Apparel, and sondiy other things as well as eating • • . 

** 80 Mr. IVaake elects from among those of his third estate four men . • • 
• . On these four he in a Pontiiteal manner layeth hands, sends them to 
preach, and tfaej take upon them to core diseases bj anointing with oil and 
Mr. Traake to gire the Holtf Qhost 1^ impoaiUon of Hands . . . • Jakm 
Tra9k» tat his Jndaicall opinions was censored in the Star^hamber to be set 
npon the Pilloiy at Westminster snd from thence to be whipt to the Fleet, 
there to remain prisoner: three xears after he writ, a re ca n t a t ion of all his 
schismatical emm." {JSphraim PofUfs JBeretUfgntph^, 4to. Ztmdon, 1646i - 
p.l86,ftc) 

«* On Friday hst the 19th of the month [1618], one Tkraska a minister, 
who hath been long a prisoner for dirers fanatical opinions by him maintainad, 
was censored in the coortof 8tar-chamber, ivJbtv 1 nwt j^rvasn^, lesides the 
Lord Chancellor IBaem^t the Lord Archbishop [Ahhat^ and the Bishops of 
London [JRiif ] and Ely [Andrews} ^oke mnch against the prisoner tiiere 
present. ; The Bishop of Ely was altogetiier in confotation of his opinions^ 
that especially of the Jewish Babbath, and of different meats, and rather 
theological than politicaL The Bishop of London was wholly narratiTe in 
making a rdatioa of his life, his secret and schismatical conTentides, hia 
making proselytes, his imprisonment and jost proceedings against h!m. The 
particolars wonld staff a letter too modi« His censors wa% in a word, to 
stand OB the pQloiy, with his ears nailed, and branded in the forehead, so that 
hathatwas &M#si«M0ii# might also be «%swi<i0ii«, it was the Lord CSiaa- 
cellor's phrase, to pay a thoosaad poonds Ifaie, and to remain a close prisoner 
daring life." {Br Henr^ Bewrgchier U Akp. Vuker. VMer's. WarU 
iMrirngton), toL ztL p. 869. Compare JKrdt, (hurt and Time ^fJmrnM L 
ToL iL p. 68,and SpeddimgU JBaem. ZeUer$,y6L vip. 816.) The poor wretch 
seems to have been first thrown into prison in FeK 1818, for in a letter 
dated the 28th of that month (2>m». J. L8. P. O. toL xeri Na 88) JMk. 
Brent writing to Cdrieton says: «<.•.. His Majesty makes many with 
the opinions of a new sect called Thraeekte; their leader Tkraeee is in 
prison, and the Ecclesiastical Commisrion has them in chase.*' 

Three years after this In «A#AirliMMfi^o£18Sl. . . ** TkuretU^, Mnf %i. 
« . • • At the Conference with the Loida. 

**TMx Lordships did dedre to alter the Title of the Bill for the Obser- 
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vatioaof AuuCay; and wlim it wMezpraMd for the better olwerfatiMi ol 
/ the Sftbbi^ Daj, commoiilj called SmuUf, fheir LordiUpe would hay the . 
word Sabbath day left oat» and that it ahoiddbefor the obaemtion of tlM 
Lord'i Day, eoooBmonlj called Snodayt their Reaaoa was, becanie people now- 
adayiio mach indined lo take hold of Wordi of Jndaiamt m did Uidf 

T^oihe mmI ki$ AdksrmUi ** (Pnoeedimfi and MMm'tf th» 

ifMM^OMNMiuifftieaOtffMneSl. Ozford,8T0.1766,ToLtt.p.97.) 

P. 28, L 8L B^kwpod. Thia is Bimard, aon and heir of AitfMof Ji09ktMcd, of 
Boaton, eo. Suffolk, Eoq. He waa bora in the fiiat year of Q, Mary, and ap- 
pearitohaTekathiafather when he was a child. He married Mh rnU iK 
danghter of Wmimm Browne^ of BIsing, Eaq. and when Q. Eliaabeth paid 
her Tiaift to Norfolk in 1578 ahe waa eatertafaied at Soatoa, on the lOA 
Aofut. What retom Mr. Bookwood receiTed for hia hoapitaUiy at the 
handa of the Qoeen may be read in my work. One £hnenaUn tfa KmfM 
Beuts, where (in the note to diap. iii.) I hnTe glTen aome aoeoont of tUa 
nnfortnnate man. He q;Mnt the greater part of hia life in priion, and waa 
subjected to continnal fines and other annoyanoea for hia nonoonformi^. I 
find his name ooenrring agidn and again as sommoDed to appear at the 
Bishop's eonrt in Norwich, or before the PriTy Oooncil, whererer they chanced 
to be sitting, and, eren when peimitted to retntn to hJa hoose, confined to a 
drenit of five miles £ram hie own door. He became more and more em* 
baxrassed by the expense to which he waa pnt| bat I ha?e some reason te 
beliering that the occasion of his being committed to the Heet was a snit for 
l ecoT eij of a debt for which he wis sorety, thon^ it had been ineured by 
another. By hia first wife he had a fiunfly of three sons snd four daogh* 
ters. The eldest son, who sncceeded to the estates at Boston, was the JVi^Mlas 
of these pages; the second was inZUosi, who appears to have been killed 
while in the serriee of Charles L; thethird, JM«re, became a CSaOiolic priest 
and died at Bonen in 1668, At. 88. Of the daoghters, JBU^aM^ became a 
nnn and died at Bmssels in 1681. Alioe married Jnlimi JBanM^ private 
aecrataiy to GmuUmsr. SuMn and D^rctkjf were tiring at Boston nnmarried 
in 160S. When IMert Boohmoml left England in 1680 his faflier was still 
in prison, and he says (in the antobiographical aooonnt of himself^ printed by 
Mr. Ibley) that his eldest brother [NlehifUut] was then the onfy member of 
his family who was not a Catholic This seems to explain the cnrioos passage 
at p. 180, L 18-81, and other expressions which Martii applies to him. 
Edward Bookwood spent his last days at Boston, and was bnried there It 
Jan. 1688-4, being then 79 years of age. (^On$ O&neration tf n JfmfM 
n&uw. See the Index, M& JR^eords of tk§ iVtry OmneO. Prtientm0Hi9 
tfJtteutanU U th§ Arekicei qf NarwUih {hthednO. Jk^$ M8& JMt 
Mu$. JFU0y*#J20oon2f,&J.T6LLp.l98,eei0f.Tol.iiLp.786.) 

P. 88, L 88. PiBck. AtUumham Ptek, son and hrir of John AvA, of Winchelsiy, 
CO. Sossex, by JMsry, danghter of JSisMt MUvkenden, of Aldington, ea Kent 
He had been in prison for 19 yearsi pi 78, L 86. 
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P. 96, L 26. ChMkberlaffn^. JBdm&nd Ckawtberlaifne, aeocmd ion of 8fr Tk^Mi 
CkamberUyne, of Pre etb my, oo. Glonceiter. He wai of Mangmboiy Home, 
in that ihire, where hii deeoendanU ere eeated to thii dej. He wm Higli 
Bberiff of tiie cooniy in 89 Elisabeth. He had heen for at least six Tears 
in the Fleet in Feb. 1620-1 (p. 127, 1. 8). Harris says he was in debt to the 
extent of thirteen or fonrteen thoosand ponnds, and yet lived at some ez- 
^nse. in the Fleet and kept up a great deal of riotoos hospitality (pp. 120^ 
121). He himself si^ he was in prison by being surety for his brother Sr 
John Chambcrlayne lOal, Dom. James 1. 1611-1618, p. 661, n. 51). 
P. 29, 1. 16. Sir Jokm Whithroohs. He was the son of Jokm WAitbrpoke, of Bridge- 
water, oo. Salop, and of Water Newton, oo. Himtingdon, Esq. by- AfiMyaiv^ 
daughter and sole heir of Tkewuu Xmm, of Pocklington, oo. Ebor. He 
married J^«, daughter of 8imo» Harsepotie^ of eo. Kent, and by her 

had a large family. By his Inq. p.m. taken at Huntingdon, 28 Ifardi, 1619, 
' it appears that he was a man of very eztensiTe landed property, which, how- 
erer, was hearily enenmbered when his father died in 1687. He was knighted 
at Greenwich 12 May, 1604, but when the new oath of alle^ance wasenloroed ' 
upon the Catholics he refused it, and for the rest of his life became numbered 
among the Popish Recusants, who were the prqr of the hungry oourtiera. 
Accordingly I ibd, 19 March, 1610, " Grant to OemmU Cbrbet of Jhe benefit 

of the Recusancy of Sir JbiU Wkithroohs^ of Bridgenorth, eo. Salop.*' 

He must hare been thrown into the Fleet about this time, for he had eri- 
dently been' many years in prison at the time of the brawl which terminated 
so disastrously. He receiTed the fatal wound on 7 Oct 1619, and died the same 
day. Chamberlain writing to Cuieton on the 16th allndes to the fray and 

adds, ** the matter has not yet eome to trial, and that I do not 

thoroughly understand the eridence.** The jury found Boughton guilty of 
manslaughter. (Oil. An*. J. L P. R. C). 1604-1618. mrdk's CbwH mmd 
ISmei qf James Z toL ii. p. 198. VisU. of HwUs. Oamien Soe. Prio^ 
OwfitfaJZsoonbJ'M. i.ToLiiip.490. TheFatber's Jfli^.jy.flk ^^ii<wy,29 
Elix. 8alep,\9&. The Son's, 18 J. L part L Now 168. See j4|»2». pi 167.) 
V.tli,Vl. The Lady WUthrsoheim%erpeati4m. The peHtioii •- To the Loidi of 
his Ma^ most honorable PriTyCounefl . . . of JoaneLa: Whitbrook... •'* 
is to be found in Dem. Add. «^. J. toL zU. n. 86i. 
P. 88. L 2. In March 1621 there was . . . A grant to lAand Batty of the goods 
and chatels of He^ry BonykUn forfeited for felony and for Manslaughter of 
Sir John Whithrooke. (Orf. Dam, Jos. I. p. 284, for this year.) He H^ears 
by p. 86, L 10, to haye been oommitted as a Popish Recusant 
P. 86, 1. 16. Please correct <• fortieations ** to ^^/brti/oaHMM." The order of the 

Priiy Council win be found in App. p. 169. 
P. 87. 1« 7. Sir Jekn Moras, He was of Anbome, co. linooln, son and heir of 
Anthony Moros^ of Aubome, by Xatharino, daughter of Sir Eoorard 2>^lf . 
He married (1) Barbara^ dau^ter of S*r WUUam BaUism^ Judge of the 
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Cng^ Bench* and (S)B0rkam, daughter of JUUi^^viO, of GiOTtyOOwNottk ^ 
He WM High Sheriff of Llneoln in 1596» end was hvried at Waahinghoioii|^ 
eo. lauGoln, 19 M[aj, 16S0. (ffindfy oonunnnicated hf Mr. A. Laiken, Fori- 
eolliB.} He was knighted hjJameeLSSJnlyylfiOS. iIfieM^9 Progru9f9 ff 
«r. Z ToL L p. «ll.) - . 

P. 8«.L SI. mr Frmuiii Ingl^fM. He was eon and hehr of JbAn Ei^l^fM^fA 
Wotton Baaeet, eo. Wiltt. Eeq. who was a jtmngn hrother of Hir Fmmeit 
Jkfl^/Sdd, of Bngleiield, ool Berka. On the acceMioa of Q» EUubeth his 
mde, Sir Frands, who had been one of the Privy Oooncil and was a deroted 
friend to Q,Mai7, retired to Spain, and threw in his lot with FUlipIL Bj 
a special Act of Parliament passed in the 88 Elis. his estates were declared 
forfeited to the crown, and hj a legal artSAce his nephew, the Sir IVands of 
these pages, was deprived of theuL James L seems to have restored thca to 
our SirPhuicis, who was created a Baronet 86 Not. 1818. It appears that he 
was eonmiitted to the fleet in Jafy 1818 as a defanHer in a matter of some 
pitip er tj for which he was a trustee, and was fined 6001. for ** eo n twnp t of 
Ooul'' BuekimgkMm wrote a letter in October to J9^mmi interceding for him^ 
and in Dec of the same year again wrote, begging tliat he miglit have Ifber^ 
for a fortnight Twoxeais later (Jnjy 1880) Baam-writingio Bu^iimgkmm 
says—*'! have stayed the tkoummd paundB set vpon Bnglefield for Us 
Majesty, and given order for levying it,^ so that apparentl{j another iine had 
been laid npoa him in the meanwhile. This second iine seems to have been im- 
posed in consequence of his refussl to contribute to the ** musters; ** lor L^rd 
i7tff^«nl writing to the Council on the 88 June of this year says that he had 
soxefnaed and <« advises that be be dealt with.** In :Aum'# « Confession and 
Submission ** (1881) he says'* there have been many orders since caused by Sir 
FSrtmeii Eik§l^fidff$ contempts.** In Februaiy 1828-4 he was still in the 
Fleet and was again fined, this time ZfiOOL'^Ux touching the Lord Keeper 
(Tnafoew) with bribery.' How long he continued in prison I cannot discover, 
but he died in 1881,and was buried at Bpglefield, where tiiere is stiHaqilendid 
monument to his memory. Haelut teUs us %it A^ WUUtmt -forgave him 
the fine of 8,0002. and became eventually a Mend to him. How tMj tlie 
great lawyer PImmCm behaved to ^SEr l^viMif. how ungrateful the latter vra« 
to his benefactor, and how that shameful conduct of the young man killed 
the old one, may be read— and it is a sad and pathetic stoiy^in BMmmft 
SKeHffi tf SkroytHre^ pp. 228 ef ssf . (See OaL Ihm. Jtmet £ 1818, p. 
668. iQptktfiJif'f AuMw'«I4f0afli4Xettm,voLvLpp.842,448,voLviLpp. 
110,268. Burks't MoBtinet SaroneUge. BUrehU QmHamdnmn^Jamm 
J.voLiip.449. i?<UTi(ff#Xi/>^lfiaiMM, parti. {.98. Urdtf DAmitB, 
aMiMl«»&w.pp.28,88,84. Aa«iftet«^X«ffy#(foUo),vQL iv.ptiLp.861. 
Ihelnq. p. m. upon his father sets forth that Jbil«l»if2^Mil died 1 April, 
9 Elis. and that Frtmeii his son and heir was aged I years 9 montlM and 2 
weeks on the 7th May.) 
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P.45,LiB. ArJtfiMfiiaMfW. Bb wm mm uAhOr ai Or 3imard CUn,ci 
BlieklUig. 00. Norfolk, by JWuMWydanghter of Mr Bicliard I\amentom,ci 
Tliefcfard. He wai bapCked at BUcUIng 1 Jan. 1563-4. Ha siiooeeded bii 
ia&m in Aiigiui, lfi06, and ia aaid lo haTa married Margartif danghler of 
WUliam TaaOe^, of YaaOe^, Eaq. by whom be bad a ion Hemy, wbo applied 
for and obtained a baronetcj aometime in 1628, which be did not Uve long to 
enjoy. See Jfs, 81 of The OenealcgiH, wbeie I have attempted to muntel 
aone of the eonfnsion in the popular aooonnti of tbia famflly. 

P. 68,1. 18. ITtfafa. Mwmrd Bear§(p, 7,tM). Qneiy of Aab in Oie pariah of 
Brawnton, 00. Denm. (lU0y*« ite. ir. 648.) 

P.68,L16. Jimiyara. JfitfiUtfl J2m<JM, of Walworth, fai the Biahoprie of Doriiam. 
He waa 8rd aon of JbiU JmUtom, of Walworth, by jtfaijr* eMeat daughter of 
JSr f%0wuu ffenuFd, of Biyn. Hie Jeniaona were Teiy atubbon Becnaanta, 
and thebr namea are frequently occurring in the Beoorda of Elia. and Jamea 
aa anflering flnei, impriaonment, and other ineouTenienoea. There were no 
fewer than ei^jht membera of thia family wbo became Jeanifek Of oourae Ifr. 
Foley baa a great deal to aay about them. In the Houae of Lorda^ Libraiy 
then iaa Petition from thia JTidUal JemUon addreand to Henty,JBaH^ 
MfMiimgdpm, dated 18 Ifay, 1681, oomplaining of bia treatment in the Fleet 
Thia petition leema to ha?e produced no effect, for in the f dOowiog Februaiy 
he addreaaed another to the Lorda of the Council, in which he deecribea bimaelf 
aa**JfitfiU0l«^flii«M»,ef 6^yvJim,Priaonerin the Fleet,** and praya** for 
releaae and permimioB to proeecnto by law bia complaint againat Sir JBim. 
(hk09 who canaed him to be aererely treated in priaon.*' He aeema to baTa 
died aome time in 1628. (Afrtesf" JRieary ^DarAtfin^Tdl. iiip. 820. IMsft 
JUe0rd$t Tola. iiL and ir. aee Index. OU. Dom, J. L (1611-1618), pp. 488» 
618. Jhm. Aid. 1580-1626, p. 497 (1619-1628), p. 845. JTZit MSB. €km. 
lUjt&rif ToL i?. p. 20^ toL iiL p. 28.) 

P. 58,1.24. Xm. Geir^Lm. See p. 184^ a< itf . 

P.61,L9. ina blame .. — •• Qiieiy,*«ieieAMtf blame.** 

P. 67, 1. 22. Dr. JVy^r. Thia ia Dr. 2%mM# J^m*, aon of Dr. JUI« JVyvr, who 
with bia wife and leTeral children died of the plague in 1562. BoOi father 
and aon were atrict and cooadentioua Catholica. Ibe fadier waa thrown into 
the Tower for attending mam in 1661. The aon compounded for bia lucuaaa^ 
more than once and paid beaiy finei. There ia an account of both men In 
Dr. Mitmk*9JUaqfik$ CoOef^ tf PhfrieUtu. See, too^ 0m« aimefmtim 

T.9»,tVaL The Lard CkMtceOor. Bacon. Ibe Lord Cbief Juatlee. OrBemrp 
MmkUpie^ afterwarda Sari of Vanrbealer. 

P. 77, L 9. Thirty yeara peat Sir I^ntU IngteJIM, kc Thia wuat bavu been at 
the tune when meaaurea were being taken to deapoil Sir Jh^nei» of . the pi^ 
perty inherited from bia father. Sea note on p. 88, 1. 21. The fnpiwilim in 
the next line bafflea me. I can only cohjeetnra that ^ priaonera of 8 or 4 
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l^iiZf ** mart be lome jbfif ezpraHioB, and diAt "* pffl "* mnit m 

P. 86, L 19. JiUhppp qf fflaueetter. Apptniitlj JtUhMrd Ckeifneff, Bfaibop of 
GlonoMter firam ISes to 1679. IVv an acoomt of bim aee Oot^9 Mk^ 
Omto^. ToL L p. 400. ' - 

P. 99, L 80. IFX«fi Mtf TftMMf iMt #wIm>Wm» Mwr. 

^Hm Thames know quite firoam Offer, 10 Uiat people baT» pamedorertD 
and fro Uieee four or five dayii bat not lo freefy aa In tiie great firae!, te 
the winda and high tidea have ao driTen the ice in heapa in boom placea that 
it Ilea like roeka and moontaini^ and halih a atrange and hideoaa aspect It 
hath been aeldom seen that thia riTsr should be twice froaen orer in ono 
winteri and the watennen aze quite nndone to lose flie benefit of term and 
pailiament bo4lL 

Letter £ram John Cabambeilain, Esq. to Sir Dodl^ OaiMon, dated Lon- 
don, Pebroaiy 8, 1620-1. (iKivAV Oawrtand nme§^Jdme§ Z vol. & p. SIT.) 

P. 106, 1. 14. Dureing tkt vaeanef tf a ChAneelUr. Sir IV^ncia JBitfom's eosi^ 
fesska was read in the Hoase of Losds on 84 April, 1681; the great seal 
was pat in commission on flie 1st of Maj. JBjp. WWitmi reeeiTed flie gMt 
seal bj the tiae of Xtffil JCmPM* on the 10th Joly. 

P. 108,1. 80. Anno 81 Jae. ^. The date giyen is wrong, it should be 18* Jao. 
The Proclamation lor the Abolition of Bills of Ckmfoimitf waa issaed 81 
ICarch, 1621. It may be foond in the ^ghih toL of M^wur^i JPfrndom^ zriL 

290. <«Bi]b ofObnfbimitf were exhibited into his Majes^s Oimrt 

of Chancerj and other his Coarto of Equity bj sondij persons against their 
Greditcni, ifpurpau U mtforee thorn U aeoeft leu tktm tMr jnH d$H$ 
and damagei or U firs l&ng&r day* or Hmeg ifpafment tkmn tko mM 
Oroditoro were witting te de,^ The Proclamation waa issaed to reoM^r 
the ctHs that had arisen in conseqaence of the i n c re a s e of these Bills of 
Confoimily. [I am indebted to Mr. Gardiner for the reference to. this 
passage.! 

P. 110,1.84. Sir Mi. SHjpwUh. He was of Ormesbj, cOb Lfaicofai. Li 1588 ha 
receired a grant of the ofllce of Clerk of the Treasaiy of the Gooit of Gob* 
monPleaa. Hewasanoestor of theSkipworthsof KewboldHaIl,whobecaaBa 
extinct in 1790, after keeping the Baronetcy lywaida of a oentoiy. The 
Qaeen rewarded him for his twenfy years* serriee by granting Um the lenaa 
of Oransden Manor,co. Cambridge, latejforoel qf tk§ BiskepHe ff Mg (I), 
on March 81, 1608. (aa.2lsai.EUa.) 

P. 118, L 9. Oeergo BeyndL He appears to hnva sacceeded JeaeiMm Nmiem aa 
Warden abont 1697, and to ha?e become Marshal of the King^ Bench 
Prison in the loUowing reign. JameaL knighted him, bat when I hn?e not been, 
able to discoTer. Aboot a year after the priaoners in the Sleet mutinied and 
complainedof Harria; theprisonen in the King's Bendi did preciedy the same, 
and hi the P. B. O. there is a namtiTeof thdr oathreak which aAxda ai 
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ptfmlldloaatof HanriB (2lMikTQLczTLH.4tt. 8eeApp.m.) Sir Qmfrf 
PkXOif wporting in the Hoiim of Oommooi on Bmm9C% malpnicliow mji: 
** That tliera wms alio mvch oomptkiik mid to bt In Om anU betwixt P90o6h 
and 5Sr ^«OTy# JZftMiO, wblch ia not examined;'* and ilkMM in Ids coDfe^^ 
aaja to the nineteenth artide of the chazge, " Tidelicel» In the eanae between . 
Bejnell and PieaooGfcy he teedTod from Beynell two hnndied ponnda and a ' 
diamond ring woirth liTe or aix hundred poonda." . / 

" I coofeaa and dedaie. That at mj fint coming to dM Sealy when I waa at 
Whitehall^ mj servant Hvnt deUrersd me two hnndied ponnda from 8ir 
Geotge Bejnelly mj near aDj, to be bestowed upon fnnitnre of mj home, 
adding foztfaer, that he teedTed dlTeis lonner faToors frem me; and thia waa 
aa I Terilj think before anj suit begnn. The ring was reoeiTed eectalnlf 
p e nd e nte lUe, and though it were at new jear'a tide jet It was too great a 
Taloe for a new year'a gift; thoa|^» as I take it, nolhfaig near the Talne men- 
tiooed hi the article.'' 

In BmemC9 will he mentiops this diamond ^ ....•..•• Tb n^ wii^ a box ol 
xingSy saTO the great diamond I woold hare rest o red to Sfar Geoige BeTneU." 
(Oil. />Mi. J. L 1618-1620» pp. 168, 178. AU. 1580-1626, p. 6S2. Ostf^fri, 
JDb»a<M»ToLLp.207. ^wMin^'s Aums tqL tIL pp. ttS, 868). 
P. 120, L «. jtfr. 6^Mry0 ZtfJMftsr, Ac 

Uriah Babington was a London merchant, who appears to hat8 been ccrn- 
oemed in extensiTO Goremment contracts at the dose of Qnieen BUsabeth'k 
reign and at the beginning of that of James L In 1609 hia wife haTingbeen 
left a widow was in some way inrdlTed in losees whldi her hnsband had sn^ 
tained. ' She ia described aa *< a reiy wUfnl woman," and is hard prewed bj 
her creditors. The proceedings against her extend oier some yeaxi^ and on 
her marriage with Geoige Leicester, i^yparentlj eazfy in 1617, he became 
inrolved in the soit (See OiZ. Ann. J. L 1601-1618.) Among theLotd^ 
MSS. is her pedtioD to the House of Oommoos, prajiig for discharge from 
prison, and setting forth her grierances, in 162a (JERi^ Jtf8& Cbm. Rsf. 
ToL ir. p. 180.) 
P. 128, L 18. /«r iKmrr iS%t^«»y (ff<0.) Pkobablj Ar Anfy iSltaff If , of ScriTon, 
CO. Toik, who was M.P. for Snareaborongh in aBreral Roliaments dnriig the 
reigns of James L snd Ciharies L Sir Walter Scott pnUidied his Oom- 
mentarieainl806. 
P. 188, L 27. Jhwmei. Another Tictim of flie penal laws against the <* Popish 
Becnsanta.'' He was son and heir of RobeH Dmeneg, of Helton Hall, eo« 
Norfolk, Eeq. concerning whom see One ffm^ermtim <tf « J90rfM Bmm, 
ch. iiL n. (10) and (11). In 1604 an Act waa brooght into the House of 
Lords ** lor the ssle of certain landa of Bimmrd J>girasi^Beq. fat p^jm&tt of 
his debts,** which was rejected on the Ard reading (8 Ja^)« The dian|^ of 
itiaintheP.B.O.(affJmiHi7iffuil0,JV2».66). After thia I kae si^ of 
him, and eonjectnre that he died in the Vket. 
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P. 140^ L 84. Mr. IWyian. JFWm^ IVtfUmy eldert son of I^aaeU J¥6gUm,€i 
VolTedon alias Golden, ool Cornwall, E^. See tiis palnfnllj-intoiMting 
namtlTe in Mr. Morris's ISr^Met qf mtr CatMioftrrfM^^n^ series!, pp. 
•1-148. Francis the father was in prison from 1677 to leOB. 8oonafter«he 
aeeeenonof James L he was liberated and banished. He relied to lisben, 
when he died 26 Sept 1608. JWuMif, the son, appears to. hare been aent 
across the channel when his £ather*atnmblesbegui. On the 81 Sept 1686 he 
entered aft the Snglish CoDege, at Bhdms, when he was described as haTing 
been'^in Angensiseholaemditos." He appears to haTS remained aft RheiBis 
to the next six years, and left ift 11 Jn^, 1698. The neoct two jears he 
seems to ha?e spent in traToUing on the Continent; bnt88 May, 1694, Benrd^ 
the spy, writes that ** TregianU eldest son is coming OTcr shortly.'* When lie 
was thrown into the Fleet I haye not been able to disoorer, hot he CTidently 
had been there many years when he died there in 1619. (Morris, n. a. ML 
i)tom. 1691-1684, pi 606. JiU. 1619, p. 618, 1698-1601, p. 620. IhuiUJHiu^, 
nnder the dates giTcn.) 
P. 148. The Ladjf Aw^ BUaU. She was tiiird danghtsr d Choree fkchft, JBsW 
^ CaMekatm amd Lord Amtteif^ and wife of JBiward Blunt, of Arieston, 
CO. Derby, Esq. Sometime in the sommer of 1619 she had, or tfaooght she 
had, reason to complain of ii^nstice at the hands of Sir Ftands Bacon, tiien 
at the senith of his power, and she addr es s e d a Petition to James L com- 
plaining of the treatment she had received. Summoned before the Conndl 9 
Jnne, 1619, she was asked to deliTer np the writer of the petition, and oo 
her refosal she was committed to the Fleet on the 6th Jn^. Sha was 
detained there lor 27 weeks, and then transfened to the Manhalsea, where I 
find her as lato as Nor. 162a (Ftom information kindly furnished by Mr, 
X«rA0fH PoitBnUi^ JTtjf. JKSS: Omi. JS^. iii p. 286. CU. i^^wi. J. L 1619, 
1620, pp. 68, 68, 144. 190. Pri^ OumcU ltec9fd$.) 
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INDEX NOMINUM. 



Abbots GeoIg^ Archbiabop, 47, 186 

Abd, John, 129 

Abome, John (qneiT it be tbe Jobn 

Abel of p. 129), 44 
Anderson, Bir Edmond. 118 (Lord CSiief 

Jnrtice of Common rlees) 
Androwe, Bishop of Elj, 188 
Androwes, Welter, 182, 188 
Anslowe, Brien (formerlr Werden of 

Fleet), 9. 17, lift, 118. 18ft 
Appleimtn,82 
Aprice, Sir WUllam, lft8 
Anmdell, Eerl of, 188, 189, 170 

Babington (formerly Warden of FleetX 

9 
Bebbgton, Mrs. widow of Uriah Ba- 

bin^on, 120 
BaMngton (Uriah), 120, 192 
BecoD, Sir Francis, lift. 118, 118, 188, 

190-198 
Baoon, Sir Nicholas, 188 
Barber, John, 184 
Bate, AnthoDj, 162, 168 
Batty, lionel, 188 
Beaid, 192 

Beaie, Edward, 7, 88, 190 
Bear^ Gilbert, 188 



Bee8tone»109 
Bknd, Mr. 182 



Bknd, 

Blechenden, James, 187 

Blnnt, Lady Amy, 7, 72, 148-14ft» 198 

Blnnt, Edward, 148, 14ft, 198 

Bonghton, Henry, 88,84-42, 44-48, 181, 

Boyer, Sir Edmmd, 171 
Briggs, Mr. 181 
Brittaine, Thomas, 184 
Brockas. Bichaid, 180 
Brockas, Mrs. EHsaboth, 181 
BroQgh, Robert, lift 
Browne, Elisabeth, 187 
Browne, William, 187 
Brownfennell, Biumi, 86 
Bryant, Chriitoplier, 141 
Bnningham, 61 



Bnrleigh, Loid» 162 

GBsar, Jnlia^^ 16ft 

CaWert, Mr. Seoretair, 188, 110-^ 

Carew t. Ckrie, Sir Nicholas, 171 

OarletoD, Sir Dudley, 190 

Oarrie, John, 188 

CatUn, Sir Bobert. 188, 184 

Cawlton, John (formerly Warden of 

tleet), 9, 188 
CSiamberlayn, Edmnnd, 7, 28, 28, 44, 4ft, 

80, 82, 71, 7% 8ft, 120, Iftft, 188 
Chamberlayn, Sir Thomas, 188 
Quunberlayn, Sir John, 188 
Chappell, John, 148 
Cheyney, Richlod, Bishop of Qloucester, 

Caeare, Sir Edward, 4ft, 190 

Ooche, Bobert, 164 

Coke, Sir Edward, 12, 49, 10ft» 128, 180, 

188, 189, 171,190 
Oooke, Henry (JPbrter of Fleet), 8 

Cooke f a kemr at Newgate, 46 

Copeman, ^ 61 

Coppin,Edward, 7, 42-46, 62, 68, 181 
Corbetk Clement. 188 
Cordell, Sir William, 188, 184 
Cowdrey, Walter, 181 

Dallison, Sir William, 188 
Dallison, Barbara, 188 
Digby, Lord, 188, 169, 170^ 18ft 
Digbj, Katharfae, 188 
I>iihy, Sir Ererard, 188 
Bownes, Edward, 128, 192 
Downey Robert, 192 
Dnbbledi^, Edmond, 171 
Dn^, Sir William, Bart 181 
Dyer, Sir Francis, lftS» lft4 



,ail7 
Edmondes, Sir Clement, 167 
Edolph* Symon, 181 
Edblph, Sv nomas, 181 
Englefield, Sir I^mncis, 7, 88, 44, 88, 89^ 
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Fftcej, Mn. Anne, 181 
Fdtwell, John, 164 
Fleming, Serjeant Thaiau, 118 
Fletcher, tailor at the Fleet, 44 
Fowler, nioinaa, 166 
Ftyer, Dr. Thoinaa, 67, 190 
FiTer,I>r. John,190 
Fnlmeraton, Sir Richard, 190 
Fnlmentoo, Francis, 190 
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Gerard, Maty, 190 
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Hofanan, 140 
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Horsepoole, Joan, 188 

Horsepoole, Simon, 188 
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Hnntisgdon. Henry, Earl of, 191 

Hnntley, John, 168 

Hvtton, Sir Richard, 160 

Jadcson, Hamlet, 186» 
Jennison (Michael), 68, 70, 190 
Jennison, John, 190 
Jones, Jolm, 

Kennel, Richard, 7 
KenneL Christopher, 66, 94 
King, Bishop of London, 186 ' 

Lane, Elisabeth, 44, 46 

Lee, George, 7, 74, 184-188, 140, 168» 

190 
Leicester, George, 88, 190, 186» 198 
Lock, Mr. 188 
Lnnn, Thomas, 188 
Lntwyche, Mr. Jnrtke, 180 

Maehen, John, 181 

Manlore, Richard, Warden of Fleet, 180 

Manning, Mr. 181 

Marston, Robert, 169 
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Meeres, Anthony, 188 
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Mott, James, 180 
M^iios%61,189 

Kannton, Sir Robert, 49, 60, 170 

Nerin, Baibaia, 189 

Nerill, John, 189 

Newport, Thomas, 160, 161 

Newton, Joachim (Warden of Fleet), V, 
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North, Lotd (Dnfflsy, 8rd Lord), 116, 

Nowell,Bobert,168 

OUTor, ,68 

Owen, George, 168 

Parker. FMer, 164 

Ptoaooek,191 

Feck, Ashbomham, 7, 88, 78,74,189,167, 

Peek, Mary, 187 

Pemberton, John, 181 
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PhilUps, Sir George, 191 

Phillips, Waitai of Sleet, 9 
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Pitt, Mbees, 181, 188, 188, 184 

Plowden,189 

Price, Sfar WOliam, 7 

Pri<^ (a preacher), 48 

Pntsay O^dsey), Sir Geoigs^ 181 
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Bith,78 
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Bookwood^ Susan, 187 
Bookwood, WiUUun, 187 

Sackferd, Tfaomu, 168 

Saodttn, Sir Edwaid, 168, 164 

Soott, Cnthbert, Bishop of CSiedw, 186 

Segar, John, 7, 68; 168 

Segar, Tlioinaa, 164 

Shupe, Edmund, 7, 46, 72, 147-160 

Shirlej, John, 7 

Shotbolt, 17 

SkeTittgtoD, Bidiaid, 166 

Skipwitfa, Sir Bichard, 110, 191 

Slmuier, Yiocent, 166 

Sl&inbT, Sir Henxr, 1S8, 192 

8ini3i,Phmp,116,118 

Smyth, Mr. 168 

SonthamptoD, Earl of, 168 

Spiller, £Hr Hanir, 171 

Stnrgy^ John, 164 

Thomnwm (a senranl of the Warden's), 

Thraske, John, 28, 47, 48, 60^ 61, 69, 

180, 186, 186, 187 

Thnrland, , 110 

Thoraien — :- (Ashhnm Peek's Wile's 

father), 74 . 



HrreU, Edward (Warden of the Fleet), 

9, 16, 17, 19, 171, 186 
TimU, Bichard (Waiden of the Fleet), 
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Tregian, Fhmds, 140, 168, 192, 193 
Trenche, — ^ (Warden of the Fleet), 9 
Tnusell, Thomas, 110 
Tncket, Qeorge, Earl of Oastleharen end 
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Upman, Stephen, 182 



Wanen, John, 7, 168, 181 
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WheatleT, George, 46 
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WhHbiook, Lady, 7, 82, 188 
WiUianuL LradKeeper, 189, 191 
Willis, Timothy, 86 
WoomelaTsoD, 86 

Taad^, Maig aliet, 190 
Yaxley, Wnfiam, 190. ' '^ 

Zanchi,JnUna,187 
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